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Wed-nes-day 

by Alexis Covarrubio 
  
You know that feeling from middle school when you were called on during popcorn reading in class. 
The nerves that ran up your back as you scrambled to figure out where the last person had left off. 
Even if you did manage to find it before the teacher knew you were lost and not paying attention, then 
there was still a matter of reading it aloud. You concentrated on each word to make sure there was 
not a single stutter. Sometimes it was almost as if you start to focus too hard, and then your brain 
was reading the words faster than you can pronounce them, then you skip a word or mix up some 
letters. Now, quickly, you must decide whether to just keep going or to reread those words. You chose 
to reread them because you wanted to prove that actually could, but then you tripped up the words 
again. Then you made those random tongue noises that were supposed to be you rewinding or 
resetting, and before you begin again you tried to laugh off the mistake and said something along the 
lines of “aha I cannot speak today.” Finally, you’re left with this annoying sense that everyone in the 
class was laughing in their heads, or that everyone would remember this mistake for weeks. Which 
truthfully did not make much sense because you have never thought about someone else’s mistake 
longer than two seconds, but who knows what the other kids think. 
  
Oddly enough it is that feeling, that hot, nerve-racking, intense feeling that encouraged me to read 
throughout school growing up. I was never the greatest in English, or language arts as it was called in 
middle school, words just weren’t my thing. Math had always come much more easily to me because 
there was never any questions like “what do you think fits best?” In math, you were either right or 
wrong, there was no debating whether two plus two equals four. In English on the other hand, there 
were always so many options, so many ways to put your thoughts into words and all these rules to 
follow even though some of them only applied half of the time. Such as "i" before "e" except after "c", 
but never mind height, weight, reign, protein, or seize. It was these rules specifically that bothered 
me because they did not make sense most of the time, especially when it came to the way words were 
pronounced. Remember how weird you found it in third grade when you missed Wednesday on your 
vocabulary test because someone decided to put an n in there out of nowhere, but then your teacher 
pronounced it wed-nes-day to help you and to this day you still say it like that every time you have to 
write it down. There are countless words like this in the English language, words that do not entirely 
make sense, but there was one that got to me more than the others. 
  
It was the beginning of the fourth quarter in eighth grade when the school years were still broken 
down by quarters. It had started to get warmer outside but I still brought a jacket to school because 
my classrooms were always freezing. I walked into my language arts class and sat down in the same 
sport I always sat in. The seats weren’t officially assigned but unofficially if you sat in someone else’s 
seat one day, well let's just say we knew who was going to be picked last for day, well let's just say 
we knew who was going to be picked last for kickball at recess. It smelled of sweat, perfume, and way 
too much cologne as everyone became to fill in the room. As my friends sat near me we started 
talking about out new loom bracelets. We would talk for quite some time because our teacher Mr. 
Pagano never started class on time. He was a very tall man, with a beard that I used to think took the 
hair from his head because his hairline was receding, and could never hide how he didn't want to be 
there. When he finally did start class, he would begin by repeating the two things we were going to do 
that for 30 minutes. By the time we started reading there were only 40 minutes left of what started as 
a 90-minute class. 
  



Our class book was “The Outsiders,” and we were only supposed to read it together as a class, which 
meant every day we would spend a portion of class reading aloud. Mr. Pagano would call on 
volunteers to read, and then when he was tired of hearing the same class pets volunteer to read over 
and over again we would popcorn read. I never volunteered because I knew I had trouble pronouncing 
words, I tend to mix up letters as I’m reading them and then they come out wrong. Most days I 
managed to avoid being called on during popcorn style reading, Mr. Pagano always picked on the kids 
who he could tell were not paying attention. I guess on this day I looked lost in a daze or something 
because it was my lucky day to be called on. 
  
Things were off to a good start as I began to read my paragraph. If Mr. Pagano thought I wasn’t 
paying I sure proved him wrong when I knew exactly where to begin reading. I knew I was going at a 
steady pace because the words became fluid-like movement from a dancer who has just found their 
passion. I read sentence after sentence, word after word until one word tripped up my tongue. This 
one word through off my whole flow. Bury. That’s it, just, bury. As I got to the word, I stared at it for 
what was probably only a second but what felt like far too long, honestly I was trying to figure out 
what to say. Pronouncing it the way it looked didn’t sound right in my head, but there was no way the 
person who made this word decided there was going to be a “u” where an “a” should be. I decided to 
go with what made more sense to me, unfortunately, sense had been about as reliable as the rules of 
the English language. I sat there, in my class of 32 plus my teacher, and read the word as if it were 
pronounced biry. As soon as I said it I knew I was wrong, and I looked up at Mr. Pagano to see if he 
would say anything. I could see the disappointment in his eyes as he probably thought to himself 
these kids have no hope. I felt, for lack of a better word, stupid at this moment, and I was convinced 
all the other students thought the same thing. When I looked at Mr. Pagano, I didn’t know what to do, 
except I managed to say “Sorry, this word always gives me trouble.” This truly did not help the way I 
felt because it made me sound even more stupid. As if I had encountered this word before and 
couldn’t figure it out the first time, rather than just playing it off like a silly mess up. I began to feel 
hot as if every pair of eyes was staring at me with heat rays of judgment. In hindsight, I realize most 
of the kids probably were not paying attention at all and did not even realize what I had said, but it 
sure did not feel like that at the time. At some point I looked away from Mr. Pagano and continued 
reading until the paragraph ended, then the baton of potential embarrassment was passed on to the 
next unlucky student. I couldn’t focus on reading anymore and just kept glancing back and forth 
between the clock and the pages, counting down the minutes until it was time to go. When the bell 
finally rang, I packed up my bag and was the first one out of the class. Being out of the room made it 
infinitely easier to lose that feeling in my stomach, but I never forgot what happened. 
As I had walked home that day, I continued to think about how I read aloud in class. I didn’t just think 
about the mispronunciation, but more so about how I surprisingly enjoyed the reading up until that 
point. Reading aloud made the words easier to follow and comprehend. Not to mention I felt kind of 
impressive when I had started so strongly. When I got home, I was still deep in thought and my 
mother was in the living. Now, even today I am convinced that the day you become a mother you also 
gain the ability to read minds because she could always tell when something was wrong or different. 
She asked if anything happened at school and I told her not only about the mispronunciation but my 
struggle to read at a normal pace daily. She gave me one of those long lectures that parents often do 
for no real reason and went on about how important it is to read and never give up. Although I was 
slightly annoyed by the length of this speech, I understood what she meant. The only way I was going 
to get better at reading, was if I started to read. Well, read more at least. That weekend I took myself 
to the city library. It was a short bike ride from my house, but in the sweltering Arizona heat, I felt 
like I had been outside for ages. When I finally got there, I was overwhelmed by a plethora of books. 
There were shelves upon shelves of them and I had no idea where to begin. Fortunately, one of the 
librarians saw my poor young face of confusion and decided to help me. I told her that I was looking 
for a book, any book, but something interesting that I wouldn’t hate reading. I told her how I thought 
mysteries were interesting, and she asked me if I had ever heard of Nancy Drew. I remembered 
watching the movies when I was younger but had no idea there was a book. She told me how there 
was not only a book but a whole series! A whole series was a bit much for me to start with, but I did 
take one home that day. 
  
When I finished that book, I went back to the library and rented another, and then another. After 
some time, it got to a point where I finished at least one book every week, and I just kept going back 
to get another. Reading was fun, unexpectedly fun. I enjoyed the abundance of plots that there were 
to read, and how easy it was to connect with the characters. Not only that but the more I read, the 



easier it became. I could understand what I was reading more easily, and my words and letters were 
not mixed up as much. After a while, it went past me just reading at home, but I was more excited to 
read at school too. Not just personal reading, but I started to volunteer to read in front of the class. 
Every day my hand went up when Mr. Pagano asked for a volunteer, and you could tell he was 
surprised. I surprised myself too because not only was my ability to read aloud better but I did not 
care as much if I made a mistake. Do not get me wrong, I tremendously enjoyed it when I 
successfully read an entire section but reading aloud didn’t come with as much pressure anymore. 
  
To this day I still think about that fateful day in Mr. Pagano’s eight-grade language arts class, and I 
think about how ridiculous I was about the whole situation. I also think about how silly it is that I still 
think about it because it really should not have been that big of a deal. This little thing did have a big 
impact on my approach to reading forever, but it was still just that, a little event. I guess in younger 
Lala’s defense, middle school was a fascinating time where girls thought they would marry whatever 
name was not crossed off during the fortune-telling game of MASH. It was almost as absurd as putting 
an “n” in the middle of Wednesday. 
  
  
  

Reflection 
Writing this literacy narrative was an unusual experience for me. When I first read the prompt, I had 
no idea where to begin. I did not think I had an event in my life that impacted literature for me. I did 
not have a professor who randomly gave me a book one day, or a mother who spoke a language 
besides English. Since I did not have any personal experience that had a huge impact on me, I 
decided to go the other direction, and use something relatable. I know that every person sometimes 
thinks of a random silly mistake they made, even if it was years ago. So I decided to just share one of 
mine. 
  
My main goal was to provide a story that any reader could not only understand but relate too and see 
themselves in that position. That’s what I had in mind when drafting the essay, I made sure to include 
specific things that would make the reader say “I feel that!” This is also what lead me to use the 
pictures at the end of my essay, as just a final nostalgic note to remind the reader of those middle 
school experiences. After the peer reviews, I knew I had made the right decision. Even though I had 
some structural and fluency problems to work on, any peers who read my first draft agreed they could 
easily hear my voice and connect to my experience. It let me know that I was heading in the right 
direction, but I needed to make sure there was also a clear connection to what this experience did for 
literature in my life. 
  
Not often have I had the opportunity to write an essay about a personal experience with this much 
creative freedom. I was very excited when I realized the lack of limitations put on me. That is what 
helped me with what I feel is the best aspect of my essay, my voice. I feel strong in my ability to 
show my personality in my writing, but also leaving room for the reader to put themselves in my 
shoes and relate to what they are reading. With this came what I struggled with most, sticking to the 
point, and making it clear. I tend to ramble and go off on tangents that barely connect to what I’m 
talking about, and I know I need to continue working on being more concise. 
If I were to do this again, I would change how I initially thought about this prompt. I automatically 
told myself I did not have any moments that were worth sharing, so it did not matter what I wrote 
about. This originally limited my expectations for this essay, but I know for the future that I must 
keep an open mind, no matter the topic. 
  
 
 
 



What are the Future Ramifications of Quantum 
Computing on Contemporary Encryption and Society? 

  

by Italo Pennella 
  

1. Introduction to Quantum Computers 

      While playing a game of chest what would happen if the rules suddenly changed mid-way through, 
where one could play two pieces in the same move? That’s what Quantum Computing will be doing in 
the future when it comes to data transfer. Computers read 1s and 0s, also known as binary, but when 
a quantum computer is created it will be able to read 1 and 0 at the same time essentially speeding 
up the processing power of the computer exponentially.  The secret arms race amongst governments 
and tech companies to make the first super quantum computer, that not many are aware of, is 
equivalent to the creation of the internet itself according to experts.  The future ramifications of 
quantum computers on encryption are widely dependent on whether or not society prepares for the 
impact it will have on the lives of many technological users. Quantum computing will usher in an era 
of new medical technologies and take scientific research a leap forward in history. This technology 
while good, poses major security concerns for the global tech community and jeopardizes information 
everywhere. So, what will this mean for the future and how will the first super quantum computer 
change society? In order to find out one must first analyze what encryption is, quantum bit properties, 
the potential of a quantum computer, the benefits/evils of this technology, and what will the future 
holds in a world of encrypted data. The kind of future quantum computers will play is mostly unknown, 
but for someone to have an idea of its effects, they must be informed about the logic gate science 
behind quantum computers.  This report will be broken up into 9 informative sections all relating to 
the effects of quantum computers on contemporary encryption and future society.  Section 2,3 and 4 
focus on history as well as the logic of contemporary encryption. Section 5,6 and 8 discuss quantum 
computing and the effects of it. Section 7,9 and 10 help conclude logic by explaining the importance of 
quantum encryption relating to the future effects of quantum computers and when the changes to 
society will come.  
  
  
2. What Is an Encryption Cipher? 
  
Information can be easily transferred from one server to another, but without properly hiding the 
information, it could be exposed to unwanted eyes. Encryption is a component of cryptography, it is 
the practice of hiding data using algorithms that cipher and store characters of plaintext (text with no 
encryption) into another character of value which could be a number, letter or symbol in some 
cases.  One of the earliest known encryptions is the Caesar Cipher coined after the Roman General 
Julius Caesar (Rouse 1:12). The Cesar Cipher worked by moving letters a certain number of 
alphabetical characters ahead so that his enemies wouldn’t be able to read the message if it was 
found. For example, “Caesar” with a key of three would be “Fdhdu” and to decipher this key, subtract 
each letter index by three. While this was clever thousands of years ago, it could easily be decoded by 
someone today within an hour by trying all combinations of the alphabet or using a computer. In order 
to increase the difficulty of encryptions, Computer Scientist have come up with large mathematical 
algorithms that change each key by a unique amount for each character. 
  
An algorithm that only substitutes a single character into another number or letter is dangerous too. 
Since the 9th century, there have existed people known as cryptanalysts, who are individuals with an 
acute understanding of cryptography. 
“By counting the frequency of each letter in the ciphertext, a cryptanalyst can make a guess about 
which letters in the ciphertext probably map to these letters. Once these are established, other clues, 



such as which letters commonly precede and follow these letters, can be used to make further 
progress.” (Kodaganallur 45) 
  
In order to protect data against cryptanalyst algorithms to encrypt entire blocks of plain text have 
been created and are used very often today. The most widely used algorithms today are in 128bit and 
256bit keys that make solving them all, but impossible for now. Powerful ciphers like 128bit 
encryption cipher entire blocks of text at a time instead of individual characters for increased 
protection against cryptanalysts. The amount of possible combinations in a 128bit encryption is all 
available characters for the encryption raised to the 128th. To get a better understanding of how hard 
it is to decipher a modern encryption today Lamont Woods says it best, “Assuming that enough 
computing power was amassed to test 1 trillion keys per second, testing all possible keys would take 
10.79 quintillion years.” (Woods 1). A quintillion years is older than the universe itself and any data 
that many eons in the future would be virtually worthless by the time you decipher it.  
  
  
3. What Types of Encryptions Exist? 
  
While mathematical algorithms make encryptions hard to crack, they certainly are still possible to 
decipher with enough time or if the cryptographic cipher signature (also known as a key) is acquired. 
There are many types of encryptions that have been created to date, but the two widely used types 
are known as symmetric and asymmetric. These two ciphers are the building blocks for encryption and 
are the mainly used functions for transmitting data today. A symmetric cipher pattern is a single key 
(secret key) that is sent to people with access to decipher the key. This can often be used on big 
networks to give people access to something only select individuals should have access to on their 
account. It sends over the secret key along with the ciphertext (encrypted message) to the 
user.  However, while it is faster to send a symmetrically encrypted message, it has been used less 
since the creation of the more secure asymmetric cipher. An Asymmetric cipher uses two keys which 
are known also as public keys. “[Asymmetric] This type of cryptography often uses prime numbers to 
create keys since it is computationally difficult to factor large prime numbers and reverse-engineer the 
encryption.” (Rouse 6). Asymmetric encryption is often used by email servers and applications that 
require server contact. When a user wants to send their email securely, they use a public key to 
encrypt the message and send the ciphertext (encrypted message) along with the public key to the 
server. The public key, however, can only encrypt things and not decrypt. When the public key is sent 
to the server along with the ciphertext a process called integer factorization is used by the server’s 
private key which decrypts the message using the public key’s unique prime number. The private key 
is never sent out and is only specific to the server while the public key is known to all who see the 
message. Only the public key is sent out as a precautionary measure against bad actors(hackers). If a 
bad actor were to intercept a message and public key, they would be unable to decrypt the message 
without the private key. 
  
  
4. How are Encryptions Generated & Broken? 
  
      Encryptions are essentially complex mathematical functions that involve encoding plaintext in a 
very large prime number.  Prime numbers are chosen to safeguard information because they are 
indivisible numbers.  Choosing two prime numbers such as 2,234,567 and 6,456,361 will result in the 
product 14,427,171,230,687. Given only the product 14,427,171,230,687 reversing the process to 
find the two original numbers that multiply into the product becomes extremely difficult, which is also 
referred to as trapdoor mathematics (Peshin 2).  In terms of encryption, a public key would be 
14,427,171,230,687 which is known to everyone who intercepts the encrypted message.  The two 
prime numbers 2,234,567 and 6,456,361 would be the private key which is only known to the one 
recipient who holds it.  
  
      There is no standard method to breaking encryption, but since many encryptions entail keys 
generated as large prime numbers (prime numbers with hundreds or thousands of digits) the only way 
to break the encryption is to brute force the cipher (Peshin 5). Brute Force entails a computer trying a 
series of numbers to solve what the two prime numbers might be (essentially trying every 
combination).  In this case, there are 14,427,171,230,687 to the seventh power combinations for a 



computer to try. The only other method aside from brute-forcing an encryption key is having a 
cryptanalyst spend lots of time deciphering key blocks which can be referred to in paragraph 2. 
  
  
5. What is a Quantum Bit? 
  
      In the 1960s a man named Stephen Wiesner invented a cryptographic application called conjugate 
code. It is one of the founding principal components of quantum computing with the other principal 
being quantum multiplexing. The process of quantum multiplexing and conjugating code was to 
generate multiple messages in an order in which one if viewed would self-destruct the rest in a chain 
reaction. Conjugate codebases would use polarized photons to pass information through the 
algorithm, a process later known as qubits (Wisner 78-88). A qubit is the base unit of quantum 
mechanics which is used to define a quantum state (multiple states of existence at once).  Present-
day computers currently can only be in one of two states, 0 or 1, but a qubit would be able to coincide 
both of those states at the same time also known as superpositioning. 
  
“This superposition of qubits is what gives quantum computers their inherent parallelism. According to 
physicist David Deutsch, this parallelism allows a quantum computer to work on a million 
computations at once, while your desktop PC works on one. A 30-qubit quantum computer would 
equal the processing power of a conventional computer that could run at 10 teraflops (trillions of 
floating-point operations per second). Today's typical desktop computers run at speeds measured in 
gigaflops (billions of floating-point operations per second)” (Bonsor & Strickland 1).  
Superpositioning by itself creates a problem for computers since viewing a superpositioned qubit 
would change its own value into either 1 or 0 essentially ruining the effect of reading both at once. 
The solution to this problem is using a quantum property known as entanglement. Entanglement in 
quantum physics states that if a force is applied to two atoms their properties will become the same, 
but with different values (Bonsor & Strickland 1). This same concept can be applied so that computer 
scientists can view qubits without disturbing their values.  
  
  
6. What are Quantum Computers? 
  
     A quantum computer at its core definition is a computer that employs subatomic particle bits of 
information(qubits) in the state of quantum entanglement. The first working quantum computers 
wouldn’t be used until 1998 at experimental stages of their first testing phases, but even before that 
in 1994 came the foundation of the quantum computers when Peter Shor created the Shor’s 
Algorithm.  Peter Shor is an Applied Mathematician Professor at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology who ended up figuring out years before the idea of a quantum state machine that applied 
computations today could change in the future (Agrawala 1).  Shor’s Algorithm is a formula that runs 
in polynomial time to solve integer factorization which is a mathematical process of breaking down 
algorithms by inputting prime numbers into an equation to output another prime number closer to the 
answer of a problem (usually encryption).  
  
“we prove that polynomial-time and o(log log n)-space probabilistic computers with post selection are 
more powerful than their standard versions. To handle quantum machines, we constrain the time 
bound further to allow only real-time computation, where the computer has just time enough for a 
single left-to-right scan of the input.”  
(Yakaryılmaz 1) 
  
Shor’s algorithm runs on polynomial time to efficiently solve problems while utilizing quantum 
bits.  The issue of implementing this algorithm on a quantum computer today is the irrelevant number 
of qubits on modern quantum computers. Quantum computers do exist today, but only partially 
implemented and not fully built yet. A fully built quantum computer would consist of at least 1,000 to 
10,000 qubits which is the range for cryptographic relevance unlike the 5 qubit quantum computers 
today (LaMacchia 14:55). A quantum computer’s state of computational power is dependent on the 
number of qubits it can hold at once without becoming unstable.  A quantum computer today is 
difficult to implement because of quantum noise.  For a quantum computer to maintain quantum 
entanglement, it must keep the state of qubits constant. “Noise can arise from control electronics, 
heat, or impurities in the qubit material itself, and can also cause serious computing errors that may 



be difficult to correct.” (Matheson 3). The issue of containing a constant state may prove to be very 
difficult due to the factors Matheson mentioned. If impurities of the motherboard getting too hot 
becomes a problem, it’s possible that making quantum computers public use may not happen in this 
lifetime.  A computer has a lifespan of about a decade, yet a quantum computer might have a shorter 
one if quantum noise is “deleting” qubits.  Once issues like this are contained, human development of 
quantum computers will likely skyrocket, and public use might happen. 
  
  
7. What is Quantum Cryptography? Why is it needed? 
  
Much like contemporary cryptography, the quantum version consists of the same basic principle of 
protecting plaintext.  What makes quantum cryptography so important is that without the 
implementation of it all the fears concerning quantum computers like unlocking every digital lock-in 
existence might come to fruition. A full-built quantum computer can factorize prime numbers of public 
keys to determine a private key’s signature. This would render block encryption useless to the user 
that has access to a quantum computer.  It only takes twice the number of qubits as of a normal bit 
encryption to decipher it in a minute’s time.  
  
Quantum cryptography uses a stream photon particle to secure data and polarization of those same 
photons by a specific beam splitter (fiber optic cable) to read them. A sender would shoot the photons 
over to the receiver and if a bad actor were to capture some of the photons it would render the 
current message unreadable. This is because the photons have been contaminated by the bad actor’s 
incorrect beam splitter thus disrupting the quantum state. This alerts the sender who can send an 
additional quantum key which will unlock the remaining photon particles for the receiver. If the 
quantum key is contaminated by the bad actor again, the process will repeat at a rate until the bad 
actor won’t be able to keep up.  Since quantum encryption doesn’t utilize math formulas it makes the 
encryption virtually unhackable. (QuantumXC 1) Unfortunately, since the creation of computers, the 
defenses of computers have always been one step behind bad actors, but with quantum computers, it 
might be harder to keep up with contemporary cryptographic practices.  In order to decrypt a 
contemporary 2048bit encryption cipher (extremely strong encryption), you would need twice the 
number of qubits and some additional for memory overflow. That would come out to about 4,150 
qubits which is still very far ahead of what can be produced now, but certainly in the realms of 
possibility.  “Becker said the first step is to create these new algorithms, integrate them into protocols, 
then integrate the protocols into products. “That will take quite some time,” he said. But the time to 
start is now. Those who expect to store encrypted data for five or 10 years have to calculate and 
consider whether Beijing will pull a “quantum surprise” within that timeframe” (Magnuson 
25).  Quantum encryption is needed to ensure data packets captured by countries such as China 
aren’t decrypted.  Without the protection of information, it leaves normal people exposed to being 
exploited.  Over the last couple of decades, China has been storing intercepted information in plans of 
decrypting all of it once they have developed a super quantum computer.  Currently, the United States 
spends about 1.3 billion dollars annually on quantum research while China spends 11.1 billion dollars 
annually.  Quantum encryption is a necessary development before the arrival of quantum computers 
to ensure society continues without worry. 
  
8. What Benefits and Dangers do Quantum Computers Pose to Society? 
  
      With every decision, there is an opportunity cost attached to it, with quantum computers that cost 
could be very high or very low.  Everything depends on specifically when the first super quantum 
computer is created and for what purpose.  Quantum computers now are much like glorified toys that 
still give scientists today a glimpse of what future quantum power will allow humanity to achieve. One 
such quantum computer exists at Microsoft helping radiologists assist patients with the cost and 
accuracy of MRI scans. “Modern health care today is really based on imaging, in the area of MRI 
scanners, we have developed a technology called magnetic resonance fingerprinting. It allows us to 
take a quantitative picture of the patient’s body. Microsoft is providing optimized quantum-inspired 
algorithms to really solve our problems, using them to make MRI faster, cheaper and more efficient.” 
(Griswold 1:20) Fingerprinting allows an accurate diagnosis of the patient before receiving 
chemotherapy.  By utilizing the power of small quantum computers radiologist can accurately 
determine whether chemotherapy would work on the patient. This can reduce the number of people 
who get poisoned by MRIs for no reason.  Quantum computers can not only increase the accuracy of 



scans but of molecular simulations as well.  “The developers hope that these powerful computers may 
one day be utilized in the discovery and development of novel drugs and materials. Currently, classical 
computers are being used to simulate how atoms and molecules behave; however, these simulations 
are significantly limited in their computing ability.” (Shah 3) Using the computational power of 
quantum computers, simulating interactions between complicated molecular structures, humanity 
could develop new medicines. This technology could also be used to find the remaining elements of 
the periodic table since only a small number of quantum bits now are used to accurately simulate the 
low state of elements.  On a super quantum scale, this could potentially create cures for diseases that 
have been around for thousands of years or maybe even yet understand why cancer cells decide to 
become active in human bodies or even maybe simulating the human mind.  “The promise is that 
quantum computers will allow for quick analysis and integration of our enormous data sets which will 
improve and transform our machine learning and artificial intelligence capabilities.” (Mar 
4).  Artificial intelligence today such as Google, Siri, and Alexa (Amazon Echo) can only compute 
simple commands usually preset in some database somewhere. With the future of Quantum 
computers around the corner, these early AIs could be revolutionized into advanced complex AIs with 
the help of quantum computations.  Quantum AIs could help organize cloud data, create quick 
solutions to human problems and become widely accessible assistants to the elderly.  The 
development of quantum-based AIs could also further quantum computer technology by correcting 
human error in calculations involving the development of the computers. Now while all of this sounds 
great, there is also a large opportunity cost to developing quantum computers.  
  
Information is probably one of the most important resources in all of history. The country with the 
most information about the other side wins the war, the businessman with the most information on his 
respective industry makes the most money, and someone with the most information on a subject 
becomes the top expert.  Quantum computers as discussed above offers society much to learn and 
discover yet at the same time it might just reveal too much.  “[Quantum Computers] But that same 
computing power can be used to unlock different kinds of secrets—from your personal financial or 
health records, to corporate research projects and classified government intelligence.” (Hurd 1).  The 
risk of quantum computers unveiling all curtains at once may prove to only be a risk if quantum 
cryptography isn’t developed first. If another country were to contain enough qubits in secret, it could 
potentially bring the collapse of another country’s infrastructure overnight without anyone knowing 
what happened.  What might seem like science fiction will become a new reality cyber warfare 
soon.  Rival nation-states could take out key things such as powerplants, electric grids, and satellite 
communications. Yet this isn’t limited to rivaling nations, this could affect the world economy too. “To 
secure Bitcoin ECC is used to provide an address to get a private key. Using quantum computing it 
should be possible to download the entire blockchain to obtain the private key, Karagiannis said. He 
added that a quantum computer would theoretically be able to get the private key for every person 
that has ever made a Bitcoin transaction.” (Kerner 1) Quantum technology might just unravel the very 
foundations of world society.  Cryptocurrency would be virtually worthless if bit mining and 
transactions are tampered with by quantum computer owners.  Even if someone doesn’t use 
cryptocurrencies this applies to bank transactions that involve blockchain encryption.  Almost 10% of 
the world’s gross domestic product transactions are stored on blockchain encryptions. (Marr 1).  This 
not only puts the global economy on the line but regular consumer transactions online as well. 
  
9. When will the Age of Quantum Arrive? 
  
      In practice, society can expect at least a decade or two before even the most high-end quantum 
computers arrive and begin pose a risk to current cryptography; the technology is far from easy to 
implement but will be very real in this lifetime sometime soon. It’s bound to happen in the next 10-15 
years according to experts today and China expects to have one by the year 2030. “No one has built a 
full-scale quantum computer, but academic, government and private researchers are trying, and some 
experts say they could succeed in as little as 10 years.” (Wisner 7). The age of quantum would be 
much like the creation of the internet since it will change the fundamental laws of data and bring 
about newfound knowledge at a much faster pace. In America, MIT has already developed a small 
beta scaled one back in 2016. 
“In traditional computing, numbers are represented by either 0s or 1s, but quantum computing relies 
on atomic-scale units, or “qubits,” that MIT’s new 5-atom quantum computer could make today’s 
encryption obsolete can be simultaneously 0 and 1—a state known as a superposition that’s far more 



efficient. It typically takes about 12 qubits to factor the number 15, but researchers at MIT and the 
University of Innsbruck in Austria have found a way to pare that down to five qubits” (Noyes 1). 
While such breakthroughs are impressive, they are nothing compared to the speed of full-fledged 
quantum computers in the future. Since a quantum computer’s computation is determinate on the 
number of qubits it contains, a quantum computer of 30 qubits is exponentially 6 times stronger than 
that of MITs current one. A million-qubit quantum computer expected to happen sometime this 
century would be unfathomable to imagine the capabilities of such a machine and its raw power. 
  
10. Concluding Summary 
  
Since the creation of the internet, the world has changed at an unprecedented speed unlike any other 
time in human history. Humanity continues to grow faster with the speed of information passing 
through the hands of billions. In order to continue this trend of growth safe measures such as 
encryption are implemented to keep information protected from falling into the wrong pair of hands. 
The contemporary algorithms for encryption, however, lack the necessary defenses against the speed 
at which quantum computers can weaken them.  This will create vulnerabilities in the future of private 
data, government files, and cryptocurrency transactions if quantum encryption isn’t implemented 
before the computers.  While the possibility of vulnerabilities does exist, the benefits of quantum 
computers are irresistible though with boundless possibilities. Key figures in this field have expressed 
that the creation of quantum computers offers newfound possibilities in the medical and science 
fields.  Innovations are bound to increase this century with the age of quantum just around the 
corner.  The very existence of quantum computers will weaken contemporary encryption but bring 
about the betterment of society’s future if society prepares for the impact it will have on the lives of 
everyone. 
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Balancing Life on and off the Mat: A Profile on Dylan 
Hauptmeier 

by Anna Elovitz 
  
The smell of chalk dust floating in the air, the sound of bare feet hitting the ground, and the sight of a 
person flipping on a mat surround me as I observe the Arizona State Men's Gymnastics Team in 
practice. The competitors are scattered throughout the gym, but my focus is on one student in 
particular: Dylan Hauptmeier. He mounts the pommel horse, concentrating only on the routine in front 
of him, forgetting about the long day of classes ahead. It is 8 am and Dylan’s day has just begun. 
Homework, exams, practice, and competitions await this college student who seeks to succeed in all 
aspects of his busy life. The balance between identifying as both a student and athlete is challenging 
and complex, but gymnast Dylan Hauptmeier demonstrates the gratification which comes from 
discipline and dedication in pursuit of his passion. 
  
Dylan Hauptmeier began gymnastics as a toddler when his mother took him to a “Mommy and Me” 
class. Throughout elementary school he explored other sports, but fully committed himself to 
gymnastics at the start of fourth grade. “I knew from the start that gymnastics would forever be a 
part of my life,” Dylan explains, “I connected with the sport more than I thought possible.” Dylan 
dedicated himself to gymnastics throughout high school and readily decided to continue competing at 
the collegiate level. Arizona State University “felt like home” to Dylan when he visited for the first 
time, and the distance from Tempe to his hometown in Southern California was manageable for him 
and his family.  Dylan’s brother, Aiden, and many of his close friends are also gymnasts. In 2017, 
more than 4.81 million children, ages six and older, participated in gymnastics in the United States, 
demonstrating that Dylan is not alone in his admiration for the sport (“Gymnastics”). Many parents 
are choosing to place their kids in gymnastics classes to help them improve in other areas of athletics. 
  
Gymnastics has been steadily popular for decades, largely because of the physical benefits which 
come from such a uniquely challenging sport. Gymnasts are more likely to develop upper-body 
strength than other athletes due to their ability to propel their bodies in a variety of positions. 
Flexibility and balance are two other skills which gymnasts tend to possess, giving them an advantage 
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over other athletes (Sands). Dylan feels that he would not be in such ample physical condition if not 
for gymnastics: “it has helped me grow stronger and also care about what I put into my body. I feel 
healthier and more whole because of gym.” These attributes appeal to both parents and children, 
illustrating why gymnastics is popular among youth. 
  
However, as funding has decreased for NCAA gymnastics teams, fewer athletes have continued the 
sport past highschool. The Arizona State University Men’s Gymnastics Team is a prime example of the 
struggles which come from not being certified as an NCAA team. Dylan explains that “it is technically a 
club team, because we fund ourselves. . . so we have to fundraise and hold events to raise money for 
the team.” Due to this, Dylan finds himself at the gym more than a typical athlete would. In order to 
fund the team, he has to participate in set-ups and tear-downs for competitions held at the gym. This 
decreases his free-time outside of practice, which could instead be dedicated to his studies.  
  
Time management is one of the biggest challenges student-athletes like Dylan face in the balance 
between their sport and school. Many college students struggle just to divide their time between their 
academic and social lives, but athletes encounter another set of obstacles when challenged with 
finding time for their studies, sports, sleep, and social activities. Dylan explains, “it’s made me have to 
time manage better than some other non-athletes. . . I have to get up early in the morning and try 
not to leave practice early because of my classes.” Dylan’s situation is not unique, and due to the 
demands of college athletics, “student-athletes tend to take easier classes and get lower grades than 
non-athletes” (Oppenheimer). This fact is not surprising because many athletes are attending their 
chosen universities based upon scholarships for their sports. At times, Dylan feels that gymnastics has 
taken away from his ability to focus fully on school. He doesn’t get enough sleep because he wakes up 
early for practice and stays up late doing homework. Many days it seems as though there is not 
enough time to fit it all in.  
  
The time-commitment required of college athletics is a significant contributor to the stereotype that 
student-athletes don’t perform as well academically as non-athletes. According to a study conducted 
by the College Sports Project, athletes from 84 NCAA Division III universities on average had lower 
GPA’s than non-athletes (Rampbell). This disparity is based on multiple factors, but in Dylan’s 
experience, many of his struggles in college correlate to a lack of time and sleep. “Sometimes I have 
to choose between going to practice or going to class. . . or [between] sleeping and homework,” Dylan 
explains. The battle between sports and school can appear to be negative, but Dylan believes that it 
contributes to his self-discipline: “I have learned that to get everything done, I have to prioritize.”  
  
Prioritizing is just one example of the lessons Dylan has learned from his gymnastics career. He 
explains that “it has taught me how to be a good teammate and to have respect for others.” 
Gymnastics has benefited him both mentally and physically, but these rewards did not come without 
immense effort and grit. Due to the nature of the sport, “the long time required to attain mastery of 
the fundamental skills requires patience, dedication, perseverance, and planning” (Sands). In gaining 
new skills, gymnasts fail repeatedly, but they learn to accept these defeats and persist. Dylan applies 
his experience in the gym to all aspects of his multifaceted life, demonstrating the sport’s capability to 
impact gymnasts beyond their athletic career. 
  
Despite the difficulty of balancing school and his sport, Dylan plans to continue gymnastics throughout 
college because his passion is worth the obstacles which come with it. He believes that gymnastics has 
given him “a different mindset that can be useful later in life.” By learning how to manage academics, 
athletics, and socializing, Dylan has a unique mentality and strength which those not in his situation 
are unfamiliar with. He has discovered the fulfillment which comes from dedication and perseverance 
in the face of obstacles. As difficult as college may seem at times, Dylan has not considered leaving 
the team: “I love my sport and I know that I can handle the pressure it puts on me. Even through all 
the stress, I know that gymnastics is worth it to me.” Dylan demonstrates that in pursuit of his 
passion, he is willing to endure the hardships and use his experience to better his life both now and in 
the future. 
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Embracing Español 

by Chasti Camberos Luquin 
  

I had a realization the other day. My computer information systems teacher was curious as to how 
many of his students spoke more than one language. When he asked, “Who here is bilingual or 
multilingual?”. I raised my hand. As expected, I knew I wasn’t the only one. I was in a sea of hands. 
He asked what languages everyone spoke; I was surrounded by students who have been in classes for 
years, learning and practicing multiple languages: French, Japanese, Russian, Mandarin, etc. He then 
asked who was fluent. Some lowered their hands, many remained in the air. He then proceeded to call 
us all liars. He asked who thought in a language other than English. All the hands fell; my hand stayed 
put. All eyes on me. I think in Spanish.  
  
When people ask, my mom likes to say that Dora, the Explorer, taught me English. I like to think the 
kindergarten did the heavy lifting. Regardless, Dora is this little brown girl that would show up on my 
television screen. She would teach me English on the Spanish channel and Spanish on the English 
channel. Dora is Latina, she doesn’t have a nationality but that’s okay. When I was four years old, she 
was my only form of representation. There aren’t very many brown girls on the screen. But she is a 
bilingual brown girl that goes on adventures, so I think about her often; I want to be like her.  
  
“FirstName, please come here”. I turn white and my blood becomes ice. My teacher, Ms. Yaeger calls 
me over. I think I am in trouble and then I see the boy. The boy who never does as he’s told, and I 
reconsider. She asks me if I can translate English to Spanish. I give her a hesitant yes. She then 
proceeds to call the boy’s mother. I am instructed to tell her that her son is not doing his homework 
and refuses to listen in class. I tell the mother just that, in Spanish. I hear the disappointment in her 
voice and she tells me to tell my teacher that she will deal with this immediately, “Ya no va a ver un 
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problema”. The call is swift, and I am thanked by both my teacher and his mother. I soon became 
known as the translator. Not everyone likes me for that but, I was needed. I am still needed.  
  
Saturday morning arrives and I hear Vicente Fernandez’s “Volver, volver” blast on the speaker. It’s time 
to clean. The Spanish music fills the house with beautiful trumpets and the deep voice of our Mexican 
icon. We sweep and mop away until our home is spotless. Listening to music that just hits a different 
chord in our hearts. Music that we all knew every word to because it is our duty to. It’s a part of us. 
  
And there she was, yelling in Spanish in the middle of this dimly lit CVS pharmacy. “¡FirstName 
pregúntale porque no está mi medicina lista!”. My grandmother. And I, frightened because I did not want to 
translate what she had to say. She had so much to say. I wasn’t ready to tell that poor pharmacist all 
she had to say. I thanked him for his time and apologized to my grandma and we left.  
  
My grandmother knows what she wants and is unapologetically herself. There’s no one like her. I want 
to be more like her.  
  
When I was in the sixth grade, my friend and I were working on our science fair project. We were 
building bridges out of toothpicks and testing which design was the strongest and could hold the most 
amount of water. We won but that’s beside the point. We were building our bridges at the round glass 
table in the kitchen of my family’s two-bedroom apartment. I began to speak to my mom and dad in 
Spanish. She looks at me confused. I asked her what’s wrong. She says that she didn’t understand 
what we just said. Now, I’m the confused one. We spoke Spanish. She speaks Spanish. I asked her 
why not and she said that we spoke Spanish too fast for her to understand. I laughed. I turn to my 
parents and tell them what she just told me and we laugh. We laugh not to embarrass her but, 
because that is not the first time that someone has told us we speak “too fast”. We understand each 
other and process what we say so fast that it scares people. But, it’s just we’ve never spoken anything 
other than Spanish. My friend asked us to say what we just said again. Our Spanish is so fast, you 
want to hear it again; not because you didn’t understand but because it was so beautiful. 
  
I am at the bus stop waiting for my bus so I can get to work. It finally gets here, and I board. There’s 
a moderate amount of people on the bus. I find a seat and I sit across from this Mexican woman. She 
looks at me and smiles. I glance at her and I smile. We find comfort in each other. The same thoughts 
race through our head. If I need someone, she will help me because we are the same. She gets up 
and walks off the bus. She looks at me and says “Hasta luego”. I smile at her and say the same. 
There’s a high probability we will never see each other again but it will always be “Until later”.  
  
I walk into the dining hall and head over to the panini station. I see a familiar face and greet the 
woman in Spanish, “Hola, buenos dias”.  Her face lights up because it’s been a long time since she has 
spoken to a student so comfortably.  
  
Older Latina women are warm. It’s their essence. You are never met with animosity when you 
experience these women. When they speak to you in Spanish, it’s always with kindness. When you 
translate for them, they are full of gratitude. When they leave their homes, they are full of courage. If 
I ever feel like I need home. I search for them. Anyone of them.  
  
My coworker, Veronica screeched when she found out I spoke Spanish. “Why didn’t you tell me you 
spoke Spanish!?” I didn’t think to tell her because I don’t always know if people like to speak Spanish, 
especially not in a work environment. Her world had shifted when she found out she had a new friend. 
Because, you do become friends, instantly. Because, if you speak Spanish it’s probably because you 
have dealt with the same hardships as one another. That’s why we stick together. There is power in 
numbers and there is love in our language. Her accent was like honey. She made work feel warmer. 
On my last day of work, I almost cried when she gave me her blessing, her bendicion.  
  
He stares at me as I’m talking to my dad on the phone. I say goodbye and hang up. And just as I’m 
about to ask why he was staring at me, he says, “I really like your Spanish”. I say thank you. My 
whole life, my mother has made sure that my Spanish is worth liking. That is one of the many things 
she is proud of. That her kids’ Spanish is worth liking. Her English is not but she didn’t come to the 
United States for her English to be worth liking.  
  



I listen to Spanish slam poetry and I cry every single time. There’s a girl specifically that speaks about 
being Chicana. She talks fast as if she has to finish before people lose interest. She talks about how 
she is seen as something that needs to be controlled because Latinas only breed disaster. She speaks 
of how this country has rejected us but will take all our labor. She speaks of her father who has 
worked so hard every day of his life because he wants the best for kids. She does this by weaving 
Spanish and English together; forming something only few can understand. I understand.  
  
Our house was filled with laughter. Spanish laughter. Because it is different. It’s fuller.  
My family has this tradition that after we eat dinner, we all watch “Me Caigo de Risa” in the living 
room. It’s a Mexican game show that consists of celebrities playing absurd games. There’s nothing 
better than laughing with your family.  
  
My mother has one golden rule. You can only speak Spanish in her home. People often find this 
bizarre. Most of my first-generation friends speak a mixture of Spanish and English in their homes. 
This helps the kids practice Spanish and their parents practice English. My mother does not believe in 
that. She has gotten into arguments with one of her brothers because she chose to raise us in this 
manner, and he didn’t agree. She has repeated over and over again that she prefers that we know 
Spanish perfectly and her no English at all. She points out that those kids that speak English to their 
parents lose their Hispanic roots.  
  
I went a week without speaking Spanish and it broke my heart. I flew across the country to be part of 
this week-long residential summer program at Long Island University in Brooklyn, New York. It was a 
life-altering experience that was filled with knowledge and fun. However, this was the first time in my 
whole life that I wasn’t surrounded by Mexican people. I remember sitting in a dingy little dorm with a 
Philippine girl, Iraqi girl, and Vietnamese boy, telling them about my heritage. How my school was 
proud to be diverse and embraced my culture. How my extended family was together every single 
weekend. I beamed with pride. I felt tears form, that I couldn’t release. I cried on the six-hour long 
airplane ride back home. The moment I felt the warm Arizona sun, I felt like I could breathe again. 
The moment I heard my dad say, “Hola mija”, I felt like I could burst. I had never felt such loneliness. I 
never want to lose my language like that ever again.  
  
All in all, Spanish is my home. It’s engraved into my soul. It gives me courage. It gives me a 
community. It gives me family. It’s something that has always been a part of me and something that 
will continue to be a part of me. Something that I will then pass on to my kids. The warmth that 
comes along with this language is addicting. It feels like a hug. Every day I speak Spanish, even if it’s 
only a couple of phrases to my roommate. There is comfort in knowing that you will always have a 
home a word away. 
 
 
 
 

Cancel Culture in the Technology Era 

by Michael Cisek 
  
The idea of social isolation is a new-found “power” that has proven to be misused regarding its use in 
place of confronting issues. Merriam Webster Dictionary defines cancel as “to destroy the force, 
effectiveness, or validity of,” (Merriam). Emma Monks, VP of crisis intelligence at online crisis 
monitoring firm Crisp defines cancel culture as “a mass public reaction to perceived wrongs done by an 
individual or entity by withdrawing support or consumer patronage,” (Fletcher).  Through the rise of 
social media, cancel culture has changed how the distribution of information is carried.  Now social 
media users can socially isolate celebrities/influencers in a matter of minutes due to the fast-paced 
environment of social media. This social isolation that cancel culture has developed in seeks to isolate 
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celebrities for their actions and create narratives through the use of labeling.  In past decades, cancel 
culture required forms of activism in order to gather a large enough audience to cancel a celebrity but 
in today’s age with the rise of social media, the mass public is able to socially isolate celebrities faster 
and more efficiently due to messages having a greater reach to those from around the world. 
Social media allows for fast distribution and consumption of content which allows for mass uproar 
among the public in a digital space.  Before the rise of social media, how did prominent celebrities face 
backlash among brands?  Newspapers, radio, and Television were the media outlets who had the 
power to “cancel” celebrities in previous generations. However, unlike social media where anyone can 
voice their opinions, outlets like newspapers and TV are run by big corporations which might have 
financial incentives to not run stories on certain celebrities.  Previously cancel culture was rooted and 
required activism which was required in the form of protests and boycotts. For example, in 1989 
Madonna received backlash for her music video to her hit song, “Like a Prayer”.  The edgy video was 
specifically condemned by the Vatican and received backlash from the religious population of the 
country (Stice).  Religious groups planned protests and boycotts against Madonna’s sponsors, Pizza 
Hut and Pepsi (Stice).  The result was Pepsi terminating their 5-million-dollar deal with Madonna 
(Stice).  In 1989, for religious groups to “cancel” Madonna, it required organized protests along with a 
national boycott campaign.  In this new era of technology, cancel culture has turned into social 
isolation which publicly isolates celebrities and boxes them into a narrative using labels.   Today, 
simply trending #1 on twitter for a few hours can be enough to cost a celebrity major brand deals.  In 
2016 boxer Manny Pacquiao appeared on a Filipino TV show where he made comments deemed by 
some as homophobic (Rovell). The 8-division world champion boxer apologized two hours later on 
Instagram (Rovell). However, the internet backlash and the thousands of tweets condemning Pacquiao 
led to Nike dropping the athlete a day later (Rovell).  Due to the power of social media, video of 
Pacquiao’s comments were able to go viral online.  This new concept of social media allowed the public 
to socially insolate Pacquaio and create a negative narrative of him by labeling him as a 
homophobe.  Previously cancel culture required activism in the form of protests or boycotts but with 
the ever-growing popularity of social media, cancel culture and those who participate seek to socially 
isolate celebrities and label them.  
 The rise of social media which paved the way for cancel culture’s new phenomenon, social insolation 
started in the early 2010’s with Facebook.  In 2013 a staggering 94% of teens in America were on 
Facebook (Madden).  Facebook’s structure did not allow the concept of social isolation to thrive due to 
their safeguards against anonymous accounts.  While ones’ aunts and uncles might post politically 
charged posts of Facebook, social isolation needed a different platform to thrive on.  That platform 
was Twitter, which allowed anonymous people to post their opinions which the potential of it being 
seen by millions.  Currently 38% of teens between the age of 15-17 use Twitter (Statista).  Previously 
cancel culture’s greatest weakness was the time it took to distribute information but with the rise of 
Twitter cancel culture has been able to develop into a fast paced phenomenon which disseminates 
information within minutes.  
In determining the effects cancel culture plays in our culture and its current contribution to discussion 
in the country, it is important to figure out who are the ones calling for celebrities’ cancellation.  In 
2019 cancel culture has gotten to a point where every negative headline and allegation is true.  The 
instigators of cancel culture are more than happy to rush to their phones to share their opinions and 
condemn celebrities/influencers over allegations.   Those who participate in cancel culture are careful 
about condemning those celebrities with loyal followings and instead prey on the weak.  For example, 
beloved podcast hosts Joe Rogan and Joey Diaz had controversial political personality Alex Jones on 
their podcasts.  Joe Rogan’s podcast with Jones got a massive 16 million views with much praise and 
some backlash.  A month later controversial Youtuber, Logan Paul hosted Jones on his podcast.  While 
his podcast with Jones is just shy of a million views on Youtube, Paul received more backlash due to 
his vulnerability of having previous controversies (Socialblade).  The Washington Post, CBS, and 
Mashable all criticized the problematic Youtuber for giving Jones a platform (Ohlheiser). Paul trended 
#1 on Twitter for several hours following the release of the podcast and thousands of tweets 
condemning Paul came in.  In the case of Paul, social media tried to isolate him by boxing him in with 
the narrative that his actions will have negative effects on kids who might now go watch Jones’ 
content.  The fast content distribution on social media allowed journalists to quickly start tweeting 
quotes from the podcast which made Paul go trending on Twitter.  This social isolation has created an 
era where people are targeted for promoting conversation with two opposing viewpoints.  Opposing 
viewpoints are now combated with clown emojis by today’s youth instead of formulating and 
articulating one's opinion.  Another group promoting cancel culture are the few with platforms such as 
blog writers, editors, critics, and those verified on twitter.  For example, last month comedian Dave 



Chapelle released his latest Netflix comedy special, “Sticks and Stones”.  The special immediately 
received backlash for the controversial jokes.  However, the special received a 99% audience rating on 
Rotten Tomatoes with over 100,000 scores (Alcorn).  So how could a comedy special so adored by the 
public receive so much backlash?  The backlash came from the movie critics who gave the comedy 
special a 0% rating on Rotten Tomatoes and the journalists who wrote titles about the special that 
include “Dave Chappelle’s ‘Sticks And Stones’ Tries Too Hard To Offend” from Forbes and “All the Worst White 
People Love Dave Chappelle's Sticks and Stones” by The Root which got over 500,000 views (Alcorn).  Unlike 
Paul where the masses were attaching labels to his name, Chapelle was socially isolated and labeled 
as “transphobic” by the media.  This evolution of cancel culture saw millions of total page views on 
articles condemning Chapelle which would have been impossible to do on comedians like Don Rickles 
many decades ago.  
  
There is no doubt about the instant magnitude that the mass public has when cancelling a celebrity, 
but how effective is cancel culture in the long run? When not facing legal trouble, famous 
celebrities/influencers such as Logan Paul, Kanye West and Dave Chapelle seem to still prosper even 
after public uproar.  Youtuber Logan Paul has been front and center of controversy over his past 
actions especially in the Japanese suicide forest where he filmed a suicide victim and uploaded it on 
YouTube.  Despite the constant cancellation attempts Paul still prospers and is arguably bigger than 
ever.  A little under two years later and the Youtuber signed a multimillion-dollar boxing deal, got 
nominated for the number podcast in the world, and averages over 66 million YouTube views a month 
(Socialblade).  Social media has boxed the YouTuber in by labeling him as ”problematic” and 
“controversial” yet Paul was able to turn one of the biggest online campaigns to destroy someone into 
a positive as he gained over a million subscribers in the 60 days following the Japan incident.  Due to 
this evolved version of cancel culture that exists due to social media, Paul has been trapped by this 
narrative of being “controversial” but has been able to overcome it and prosper.  Similarly, Kanye 
West has experienced constant cancellation attempts over the past couple years.  West’s support for 
the President and his comments on slavery drew national criticism and was deemed “canceled” by 
many.  Even with cancel cultures continued aggression, West’s successful clothing line Yeezy is valued 
at 1.5 billion dollars and his new Album, Jesus is King charted as the number 1 album in the world 
(Stanley).   Despite the millions of tweets and constant condemnation from the public, TV, and radio, 
Paul and West were able to overcome the call for their cancellation and continue to live a successful 
career.  Cancel culture seems to have the opposite affect than advertised.  Celebrities have more 
power to cancel a brand or person than the mass public does.  For example, Kylie Jenner tweeted in 
February of 2018 about how she never usually snapchat anymore (CNN Money). The next day, 
snapchat’s stocks lost a value of 1.3 billion dollars (CNN Money).  Unlike Paul and Chapelle, Jenner 
used her social media to label snapchat and create a narrative that the application is 
irrelevant.  Despite labels and negative narratives started by the public or media, socially isolated 
celebrities still have been able to find ways to thrive.  
  
Over time, cancel culture has evolved from activism into an internet movement fueled by the social 
media machine.  Cancel culture has progressed into social isolation as the public aims to isolate 
celebrities for their actions and create a narrative through labeling.  Despite the overwhelming number 
of teens on Twitter, those who have been canceled like Logan Paul and Kanye West still prosper 
financially and professionally today.  Cancel culture’s gradual change into social isolation due to social 
media has ultimately created a new form of activism which allows cancellation to be done online from 
the comfort of one’s bed.  This new form of cancelling has been successful as labeling, and the 
creation of negative narratives hurt celebrities in the short run but fails to seek permanent 
repercussions.  
  
  
  
  
  

Works Cited 
  

Alcorn, Chauncey “Dave Chappelle's Netflix Special 'Sticks and Stones' Gets a 99% Audience Rating on 
Rotten Tomatoes.” Daily Mail Online, Associated Newspapers, 4 Sept. 
2019, www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7425191/Dave-Chappelles-Netflix-special-Sticks-Stones-gets-99-audience-
rating-Rotten-Tomatoes.html. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/danidiplacido/2019/08/28/dave-chappelles-sticks-and-stones-aims-to-offend-and-fails/
https://verysmartbrothas.theroot.com/all-the-worst-white-people-love-dave-chappelles-sticks-1837747273
https://verysmartbrothas.theroot.com/all-the-worst-white-people-love-dave-chappelles-sticks-1837747273
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7425191/Dave-Chappelles-Netflix-special-Sticks-Stones-gets-99-audience-rating-Rotten-Tomatoes.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7425191/Dave-Chappelles-Netflix-special-Sticks-Stones-gets-99-audience-rating-Rotten-Tomatoes.html


  
“Cancel.” Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster, www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cancel. 
  
Fletcher, Heather. “Cancel Culture Is Real.” Target Marketing, 23 Sept. 
2019, www.targetmarketingmag.com/article/cancel-culture-is-real-heres-what-brands-need-to-know-about-it/. 
  
“Logan Paul’s Youtube stats.” Socialblade, 8 Nov 
2019, https://socialblade.com/youtube/channel/ucg8rbf3g2amx70yod8vqizg 
  
Madden, Mary. “Teens, Social Media, and Privacy.” Pew Research Center: Internet, Science & Tech, 18 Feb. 
2014, www.pewinternet.org/2013/05/21/teens-social-media-and-privacy/. 
  
Ohlheiser, Amy. “Youtube banned Alex Jones, YouTube’s bigger star Logan Paul brought him 
back.” Washington Post, 11 April 2019. https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2019/04/11/youtube-
banned-alex-jones-logan-paul-one-platforms-biggest-stars-invited-him-back/ 
  
Park, Andrea. “#MeToo Reaches 85 Countries with 1.7M Tweets.” CBS News, CBS Interactive, 6 Dec. 
2017, www.cbsnews.com/news/metoo-reaches-85-countries-with-1-7-million-tweets/. 
  
“Snapchat Stock Loses $1.3 Billion.” CNNMoney, Cable News 
Network, money.cnn.com/2018/02/22/technology/snapchat-update-kylie-jenner/index.html. 
  
Stanley, Jack. “Kanye West's YEEZY Brand Reportedly Received $1.5 Billion USD Valuation.” 2 Aug. 
2018, https://hypebeast.com/2018/8/kanye-west-billionaire-yeezy-valuation 
  
Stice, Joel. “7 Celebrities Who Lost Major Endorsement Deals.” Mental Floss, 6 July 
2017, mentalfloss.com/article/94882/7-celebrities-who-lost-major-endorsement-deals. 
  
Rovell, Darren. “Nike Cuts Ties with Manny Pacquiao after Derogatory Comments.” ESPN, ESPN 
Internet Ventures, 17 Feb. 2016, www.espn.com/boxing/story/_/id/14793389/nike-ends-endorsement-contract-
manny-pacquiao. 
  
“U.S. Teen Twitter Users Age 2018.” Statista, www.statista.com/statistics/184307/usage-of-twitter-among-us-
teenagers-by-age-group/. 
  
 
 
 
 

Embracing Disability: Worlds Apart 

by Anish Agarwal 

  
  

“Get up son! You don’t want to be late for your first day of school.” 
“Okay Dad! I’ll be ready soon.” 
  
In the small town of Vicksburg, Mississippi, where bleakness had defined the societal vibe and 
grayness had colored the skies on the usual Monday, the excitement that filled me for my first day of 
elementary school coincidentally reflected a rare, sunny forecast. Upon hearing my name, I sprung out 
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of my bright red Lightning McQueen-themed sheets and darted to the bathroom to brush my teeth. 
The ten-minute snooze button on the dusty alarm clock that delayed my morning wasn’t the reason 
why I was running all around the house to get myself ready in a jiffy. Rather, it was the eagerness of 
my first day of school and especially the recess-time where I could play football with other six-year-
old kids that reminded me to be so uniquely alert and hasty at an early time of 6:30 A.M. I quickly 
threw on the first pair of dark blue jeans I could find and burst out the garage door to find myself in 
my dad’s new navy-blue Honda Accord. I was soon on my way to Bowmar Elementary, but little was it 
evident in my morning routine that I had a limp while I was running around the house to dress myself. 
Little was it evident that I spent five minutes putting on a leg brace, which I had to put on daily as a 
corrective measure to strengthen my left leg that was paralyzed as a result of bacterial meningitis for 
the first five years of my life.  
  
Several thousands of miles away and ten years later, 12-year-old Hemanth Kumar’s dad similarly 
called out to him to get ready for a check-up appointment. However, unlike me, the voices of his dad 
prompting him to get ready to go to a public place tormented him. He did not wake up on a plush 
mattress, but rather on a stiff cot, which did not comfort the unbearable consequences of his spinal 
paraplegia and instead gave him a shooting pain similar to an oily rag tied and squeezed around his 
spine. This slow degeneration of Hemanth’s lower half of his body was one of his greatest worries. His 
immediate fear, however, was being able to safely land on his feet after getting out of bed from the 
daunting height of his cot. Flashbacks of Hemanth’s past femur fracture as a result of the paraplegia 
rushed through his mind every morning as he hesitated to wake up. Upon hearing just the beginnings 
of a young, aspiring individual out of rural Bangalore, India, it became evident that poverty is what 
creates the divide between the effects of a similar disability, which both Hemanth and I faced.  
  
The Kumar family of four was poverty-stricken and lived in a shared space equivalent of about 300 
square feet. Their moldy walls and patchy finishing within their shelter indicated a glaring issue of lack 
of hygiene. But according to case study analyses conducted by Neetha Phillip, one of the most 
prominent factors of how poverty affects those with disabilities is that the impoverished have a “low 
self-esteem and confidence [and] may need a focus upon motivation, opportunities to be independent 
and a sensitisation programme within the community” (Phillip 211). Many poor individuals are 
neglected in developing countries like India because of social stigma, and education is the missing link 
to the social integration of those that are both impoverished and disabled. A UNESCO study reports 
that “98% of the children with disabilities in developing countries are denied formal education … [and] 
those who acquire education often receive inferior treatment, have low expectations of themselves.” 
(Dalal 420). When I look back at my motivation to overcome my disability, a large factor was due to 
the support system I received at the public schooling system in the United States. The fact that I 
could hide my leg brace underneath my expensive Levi’s jeans and continue with my day in a public 
environment is a luxury people like Hemanth could only dream of. My slight limp would be overlooked 
by the moral respect to individuals that was taught to the kids at our school, whereas Hemanth 
described only receiving disgusted stares whenever he was present around people.  
  
Hands clasped to the jagged flooring and knees dragging across synchronously, Hemanth wakes up in 
the middle of a night that was as bustling and noisy as Times Square on New Year’s Eve. In the heart 
downtown Bangalore, Hemanth just wanted a peaceful night of rest, but due to his chronic lower-body 
pain and lack of silence in his surroundings, he crawls out of his cot to sit down and hope for a 
brighter future, where he may be able to make his own money to afford his treatment because he 
worries that his father can only work so much to barely scrape by and pay rent. While the government 
of developing countries such as India and China attempt to resolve the cyclical connection of poverty 
and disabilities that concerns Hemanth, it is noted in the “UN Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs’ forthcoming paper on the MDGs [that] simply listing ‘persons with disabilities’ as one of a 
number of vulnerable or at-risk groups, while commendable, does not move the agenda forward” 
(Groce 1508). Rather, a bilateral approach that overcomes the funding limits of government with 
profound NGO efforts to target the reintegration of the disabled who cannot be treated with their 
current financial situation is the solution that people like Hemanth wish to see implemented in their 
society. Weeks later, an empowering NGO awaits Hemanth, ready to drastically and positively change 
his life completely. 
  
Several blocks away from Hemanth’s living space, proVISION ASIA, an NGO, aims to “inspire hope among 
people with disabilities by providing an environment which fosters transformation” (proVISION ASIA, “Our 



Mission”). Founder Chip Kingery walks into his office every day with a passionate longing to aid the 
underprivileged community of Bangalore, a city whose disabled society has fascinated him and 
sparked an idea of lifelong service dedicated to these individuals. His office is not the standard cubicle 
in an array of several others. Rather, it only consists of a single computer centered around a special-
needs school and a rehabilitation center where he can see the smiles of children’s faces who have 
never reflected any happiness in their lifetime.   
  
On a bright day in the summer of 2017, Hemanth crawled into the proVISION ASIAcenter in Bangalore. 
He had a rough morning, waking up early to only think about the struggles that he would have to go 
through to attend the check-up that his father somehow managed to arrange. Hemanth feared the not 
only public judgements that he was about to face, but he also feared the extent of his knee and back 
pain that had been troubling him for so many days. However, his lack of enthusiasm was reflected by 
the fact that he did not expect that this day would be his first day of free education, the access to a 
mobility aid that would enable him to achieve painless movement, and the first of many rehabilitation 
steps to social reintegration.  
  
My educational standing, thus far, that has brought me to college has defined me as a person outside 
of my past physical quirks. Yet, I always reflect back to the life-changing experience at proVISION 
ASIA because education and rehabilitation can similarly change the lives of disabled and 
underprivileged children in developing countries. I was grateful to get medical care and undergo a 
public schooling system that supports disabled children, but NGOs can provide the same resources to 
those that are impoverished as well, which would bridge the widening gap of struggles faced by the 
disabled community of various economic backgrounds.  
  
Moments later, Hemanth received his first medical diagnosis for free from the physiotherapist, and 
finally showed a glimmer of excitement when he was told he would leave with a gift. The boy sat 
obediently, anxiously awaiting his present, on the wooden floor with his eyes fixed upon the 
wheelchair that I rolled into the room. My hands were greasy from the lubricant I applied to its wheels 
to improve its functionality moments before, and I was unable to wipe the tears from my eyes as the 
child eagerly climbed onto the four-wheeled seat. His tenacity to find joy regardless of his devastating 
condition was an eye-opener for me. My international volunteering experience as an intern at proVISION 
ASIA allowed me to cross paths with someone who was brought down by not only a disability, but also 
by poverty. The wheelchair that I had just refurbished and donated to Hemanth at this mobility center 
made me realize how fortunate I was to have spent thousands on corrective surgeries and mobility 
aids to overcome my disability and be able to walk at the age of five. This child was given a second-
hand wheelchair, but it was more than a device to him. It is a platform that can lead to his integration 
into society as a member of the working class simply because he is now able to perform functions 
without crawling across floors. Moreover, it is a symbol for impoverished children like Hemanth that 
breaks the concept of societal stigma against the disabled.   
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Female Poverty in America: A Never-Ending Cycle 

by Mariah McNally 
  
We drove out to the house in a red Volkswagen rental van that smelled like the inside of a McDonalds. 
All three of us kids were desperate to arrive and finally get out of the stuffy vehicle. We had been 
driving for so long that the second Harry Potter movie we left running on the van’s DVD player had 
finished. We watched out the window as the dead trees and snowy landscape passed us by like we 
were in a scene from Narnia. Our parents had failed to prepare us for the reality of what we would see 
when we arrived. Standing before our eyes was a little rickety shack-like house. The steps up to the 
front door were crooked and broken. One of the windows had a hole in it like a rock was thrown 
through it. The house was located in a small clearing covered in snow. It seemed like we were 
surrounded by trees in the middle of a vast forest. In reality, we were only five minutes from town.  
  
Walking into the house I did not know what to expect. At the age of ten, I did not really understand 
what it meant to be poor. All I knew about my sister Jane was that she lived in Michigan and had 
three sons—John, Jim, and Aaron. I had not seen her in years. I guess at the time she was the black 
sheep of the family. Everyone in our family had moved to Arizona so that they did not have to 
acknowledge her existence. No one wanted to take on the financial burden. Growing up, I never 
understood why Jane was treated differently. No one in my family ever really talked about it.  
  
Jane fell into the cycle of poverty when she was eighteen and never managed to claw her way out of 
it. Like most single women living below the poverty line, she struggled to balance her  minimum wage 
job in the fast food industry with the financial struggle of raising children. She never managed to 
escape the negative circumstances of her life.  
Jane is a three hundred- and fifty-two-pound woman suffering from both poverty and a neverending 
list of health issues. The burden of her situation in life can be seen in the dilapidated and exhausted 
features of her face. Jane grew up in Warren, Michigan five miles from where she now lives. She had 
the perfect family: a mother, a father, and two sisters. Her family did not have a lot of money, but 
they had enough to survive comfortably. Her father worked at a Ford car factory while attending night 
school to become an automotive engineer. Her mother took care of the house. They lived the average 
working-class midwestern life of the 1970s. They owned a tiny two-story house that looked like 
something out of the popular Television show, That 70’s Show. Like the character of Eric Forman on the 
show, Jane was raised with structure and rules. For instance, she remembers never being able “to 
touch the pop in the fridge because it was momma and daddy’s pop” (Doe, par. 3). After Jane and her 
sisters went to bed, her parents sat down together every night on a tan couch in the middle of the 
living room to drink dark alcoholic beverages made out of rum and coke (Doe, par 3). From the 
outside, their lives seemed monotonous and average.  
  
When looking inside, Jane’s mother hated her. She came into her parents’ lives less than a year after 
their wedding. Like a plague, she tormented her parents. From the start, she was never an easy child. 
Her birth lasted fourteen and a half hours. The labour was extremely difficult for her twenty-year-old 
mother. Growing up, Jane and her sisters would fight like cats and dogs. Jane had a constant need for 
attention that was never fulfilled. Her mother died of cancer when Jane was only a junior in high 
school. At the time, they were not talking to each other. Jane was living in a neighborhood drug house 
and falling into a life of substance abuse. Jane’s relationship with her mother is a possible reason for 



her mental disorders later on in life. Another reason could have been the genetic predisposition to 
Bipolar Disorder or the teenage drug abuse that resulted in adult addiction (Doe, par 7). 
  
Either way, Jane’s mental health led to her financial destruction. For most of her life, she could not 
hold down a job for more than two months. She had three kids with three different men that all left 
her within two years. She worked in every fast-food restaurant in town —McDonalds, Taco Bell, Tim 
Hortons, Subway, Carl's Jr.—sometimes making only $8.25 an hour. She worked to support her kids, 
so they could have a better future. For a long time, as she puts it, “things just never seemed to go my 
way” (Doe, par. 7). Jane lost job after job, her doctors diagnosed her with problem after problem, and 
she gained more and more weight. Jane had a never-ending list of medical problems. She is a 
Medicaid horror story. Her doctors diagnosed her with anything and everything, and she had the 
prescriptions to prove it. Since she was on Medicaid, she took all the pills they told her to and did not 
get any better. Her prescriptions led to weight gain, heightened mental issues, and never-ending 
headaches. The more pills she took; the less likely she was to hold down a job. If she could not hold 
down a job, then her kids could not eat. When her three boys got older, they followed in her footsteps 
working in fast-food restaurants in St. Clare, Michigan. At one point, all four of them were working at 
the same Taco Bell on Carney Drive, the only one in the town (Doe, par. 3). 
  
Recently, Jane landed a job making about $19.00 an hour despite her criminal background. It was not 
a perfect job, and she hated her coworkers, but it could help place her above the poverty line. 
However, she soon realized that her increased wages came at a cost. She made too much money to 
stay on Medicaid. She could no longer have her upcoming Geriatric surgery or pay for her many 
prescriptions. Soon after, the engine on her new 2011 white Chevy Equinox died due to an oil leak, 
and the car she still owed seven grand on could no longer be used. Now left with no car to get to work 
and no medical insurance, Jane sunk deeper beneath the poverty line (Doe, par 5). 
Jane may not have started out poor, but the circumstances of her life led her on a never ending path 
of poverty. In addition to her mental issues, Jane had to bear the burden of supporting her children. 
Women are more likely to fall below the poverty line due to the financial struggle of raising children. 
Almost 70 percent of 100 million Americans living at or below the poverty line are women and children 
(Shriver, par. 2).  
  
Desiree Metcalf is a 24-year-old with three young daughters—ages 2,4, and 6—all from different 
fathers. She has naturally blond hair, tattoos, and looks ten years older than she is. She lives in a 
small two-bedroom apartment in the town of Bath, New York. Her home is a cluttered mess of toys, 
clothing, and other random objects. She has been married before but ended up being left alone to 
support herself and her children. Like Jane, Desiree lives in poverty for a multitude of reasons. She 
was raised by a poor single mother that constantly fought with her. She has struggled with suicidal 
thoughts, depression, and alcoholism. There was a point in her life where she used self-harm in order 
to feel something. She cut her skin thinking that it would solve all of her problems. With the help of a 
poverty agency, she finally put her life back together enough to go to college at the University of 
Florida on a full scholarship. However, soon after she found out she was pregnant. Desiree fell into the 
same trap that almost half of all girls in the foster care system fall into by the age of 19: pregnancy. 
On the topic, she says, “That was my ticket out of here …  so here I am — not in Florida.” (Fessler, 
3:00). Desiree missed her opportunity to improve her situation in life and possibly exit the cycle of 
poverty. Rather than go to college, she needed to raise her child (Fessler, 0:22). 
  
Desiree worked many jobs to try to provide for her family. She went through periods of time where 
she was homeless and not able to put food on the table. No matter what Desiree does, she cannot 
break out of the cycle of poverty. The government paid $3,000 for her to get trained as a nursing 
assistant, but her car was accidentally totaled preventing her from working. In addition, she does not 
have the ability to pay for daycare. When asked about how she feels about her financial struggles, she 
said, “It just feels like I get one piece of good news that makes me [think] life isn’t gonna be that bad, 
and then here comes 30 things to push me … back down in this hole” (Fessler, 1:07). Her life is a 
cycle of ups and downs never being able to escape her financial struggles (Fessler, 1:22). 
  
Both Desiree and Jane are stuck in the cycle of poverty due to the mental health issues and the 
financial burden of children. They are faced with struggles that never seem to end. Every time they 
feel like their situation is turning around, a string of bad circumstances sink them right back to where 
they started. Many of the millions of women struggling to make ends meet are no longer hoping to 



“have it all.” Instead, they hope to “scrape by” and “just hang on” (Shriver, par. 5). These women 
face exhaustion and the mental toll that poverty can place on a person. They are constantly on the 
brink of a financial disaster. It would only take one ticket, one forgotten bill, one accident to sink them 
deeper into the never-ending cycle of poverty.  
  
The issue goes beyond the financial burden of caregiving. Women are paid less than men. They work 
different jobs that are not valued as much as male jobs. Women make up two-thirds of minimum-
wage workers in the United States (Shriver, par. 7). While men are able to make a decent wage in 
construction or maintenance work, women are more likely to work lower paying jobs in fast food 
restaurants or as housekeepers. These jobs leave them with little money left over to put into savings. 
87-year-old Lydia Smith worked hard for most of her life trying to make ends meet to support her two 
children. Now, she is living off of social security and barely surviving. Due to the burden of being a 
single mother and making very little money, Lydia never considered saving for retirement. Now, she 
only manages to get by with $900 a month from Social Security, a subsidized apartment, and 
Medicaid. She does not get food stamps, and a third of her income still goes to rent (Inskeep, 1:30). 
  
Her children are grown up now, but she faces a new burden: old age. As Lydia puts it, “‘When you’re 
in constant pain, you have no desire to be active” (Inskeep, 2:00). She is unable to work and has no 
retirement savings. She spent her life working as a clerk in a department store and a cashier at a 
restaurant. As a result of her financial struggles and the financial cost of children, there was never 
much money left over to put into savings. As a female, Lydia is in a worse financial situation than 
most men her age because she had lower wages and had to take more time off for caregiving. Most of 
the 2.6 million women over the age of 65 living below the poverty line have a similar story (Inskeep, 
2:11). As minimum-wage workers, women were not given paid sick days or time off to take care of 
children. In 40 percent of households, women were the sole or primary source of income for their 
families, but were also expected to be at home to be caregivers (Shriver, par. 7). 
  
Lydia does not fit the stereotypical image of poverty. Her fancy clothing, jewelry, and makeup set her 
apart from most women below the poverty line. Her house is organized, and she neatly arranges her 
Hello Kitty merchandise collection. Lydia may seem different from other women living with financial 
issues, but she still ended up stuck in the cycle of poverty (Inskeep, 0:30). Female poverty does not 
have a set standard. It can look different and be the result of a number of issues. While caregiving 
and raising children plays a huge role, gender wage differences have just as large of an impact. As a 
ten-year-old, I did not understand how people became poor. I did not understand why Jane was poor. 
I simply knew that we did not mention money around her. Walking up to her front door, I did not 
know what to expect to see on the other side. I did not know if she would have furniture, a kitchen, or 
a working bathroom. I just knew that I did not want to stay outside in the freezing cold snowstorm 
that is winter in Michigan. So, I entered the house.  
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Why Being the Model Minority Sucks 

by Chao Angela Nachampassak 
  
 
The Model Minority is a minority group who statistically have a higher socioeconomic status than the 
population average. Typically, the term Model Minority is used to describe Asians,  and by that I mean 
all Asians. People associate Asians with performing exceedingly well in academics and ending up in 
successful professions, particularly in STEM fields. This idea does not accurately describe all Asians, 
but rather East Asians, and even then are exceptions. Asia is much larger than people think. It’s also 
much more than K-Pop and anime. Asia not only includes East Asia (Japan, Korea, and China), but 
Southeast Asia (Brunei, Burma [Myanmar], Cambodia, Timor-Leste, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam), South Asia (Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan and Maldives), and Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan). Being called an Asian is like being called a fish. Fish seem to be all the 
same because they swim in water, but there are many different types of fish, as there are many types 
of Asians, and some “fish” are not even fish but mammals. Not all Asians have pale skin, monolids, 
and straight, black hair. Many Asians have dark skin, double eyelids, and frizzy hair. As a person who 
identifies herself as a Southeast Asian-American, I find myself struggling to see if I fit what it means 
to be Asian-American. 
 
My parents were born and raised in Laos and migrated to the United States together in the 1990s. 
Like most immigrants to the US, my parents came to seek better opportunities for themselves as well 
as their future children. They did not own any kind of Asian restaurant or nail salon, but worked in 
multiple part-time jobs to start with. Once I started school, I admit that I did feel the perks that came 
with being an Asian-American student. My teachers would always expect me to be a good, well-
behaved student just by taking a glance at me. Once, I accidentally pushed a kid out of line and didn’t 
confess to my teacher when he told on me because I didn’t want to get in trouble, but the teacher 
believed me instead of him. Even though I had done something wrong, because of the way I look, I 
wasn’t punished. It seemed out of the ordinary for me back then; however, looking back, I realize she 
only saw me as a fish. She didn’t know what type of fish I was. 
 
In reality, I, an individual, was a stereotype of a stereotype, my culture. When I go out to eat, the 
waiter hands me chopsticks instead of a fork. Little does he know that in Lao culture we mainly eat 
sticky rice using our hands. Eating with hands is a similar conception occurs with Indians, who also eat 
mainly with their hands even though they are still considered Asian. People automatically assume 
what Asian culture is based on East Asian culture when there are many varying subcultures within 
Asian culture.  
  
When I started the college application process, my negative inhibitions about my Asian-American 
identity deepened. When it comes to accepting students in prestigious universities, Affirmative Action 
plays a part in selecting students. Affirmative Action is the policy of favoring individuals belonging to 
groups known to have been discriminated against previously and thus benefits those who have less 
representation in the college itself. Typically, Latino-Americans, Native Americans, and Black-
Americans benefit from Affirmative Action whereas White-Americans and Asian-Americans are at a 
disadvantage. When you look at the statistics of what specific race most Asian-Americans who attend 
these prestigious universities identify themselves as, you will see mostly Chinese, Japanese, and 
Korean - the three East Asian countries. As Asians, we may all look similar and have similar values 
such as having a high standard for education and the idea of how one’s actions reflect on one’s family, 
but that shouldn’t combine us into one stereotype. Fish all may look similar with their gills and 
swimming capabilities, but not all fish are the same. For example, a puffer fish has rough to spiky skin 



while a trout has scales. Dolphins and whales have the same swimming capabilities as fish, but they 
are considered mammals. 
 
 I remember a discussion on the subject of Affirmative Action with one of my Vietnamese friends. She 
was complaining to me how she didn’t even attempt to apply to the Ivy Leagues because of her race. I 
don’t believe colleges understand that within Asian culture, there are stereotypes of each region of 
Asia. East Asian-Americans are known for being well-rounded high-achievers and typically live in the 
nicer side of town while Southeast Asian-Americans are known for not excelling in education and 
typically live in the more run-down areas of town. Southeast Asian-American students are thus at a 
disadvantage getting accepted into their dream school simply because they are often being compared 
to their East Asian counterparts when their situations are completely different from one another 
despite their both being considered Asian. 
 
Being in the Model Minority is not at all what it is cracked up to be for all Asians. People may consider 
being part of the Model Minority to be a compliment, but with that compliment, so come 
misconceptions of the culture entirely. As a Laotian-American, I find myself constantly questioning 
whether I am Asian-American at all because people seem to be assuming things about me that are not 
true for my situation. This statement applies to many other different Asian-Americans who feel they 
don’t fit the stereotypical mold by not excelling in education and then later on becoming a yappie or 
young Asian professional. A yappie is an Asian-American who did everything to make his/her parents 
happy by getting the best grades in school, being accepted to the best university, and thus working at 
a successful company and financially supporting themselves and their family. Not all Asian-Americans 
can live up to this expectation, but we feel we need to because we are labelled the Model Minority. 
 
 
 
 

The Rice Burger 

by Jui Chieh Chen 
  
“Eat Taiwanese rice, drink Taiwan water then you are a Taiwanese.” 
  
The most enjoyable moment is to open the lid of the rice cooker. I can feel the steam on my face and 
the pleasant smell of rice. It smells like home, Taiwan. 
  
In 2001, the rice farmers had lost their competitiveness in the market after Taiwan attended the WTO 
(World Trade Organization). After a long term of improvement under the globalization, Taiwan rice has 
finally set itself in the right position in the market. Moreover, I am facing the same situation as Taiwan 
rice. Studying abroad to the U.S and balancing between the East and West cultures to grow into the 
ripe golden ears. 
  
Carrying a rice cooker and taking the first step out of the Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport, 
the hot wind was blowing in my face. The first question pops up in my head: Why am I here?   
   
“First time in Arizona? Where are you from?” the driver of my Uber asked.   
   
“Yeah, I’m from Taiwan.”   
  
As the conversation starts with the Uber driver, I answered him and started to recall what brought me 
here.   
   



It all started from the “All English Teaching” kindergarten that I went to when I was two, and that was 
the place where I was immersed in American culture. I only spoke English at school, I used my English 
name, my teachers were all Americans, we ate American food, and we even celebrated western 
festivals. These elements had deeply influenced my thoughts and identity. I even told my mom I was 
an American at that time. 
  
Since elementary school, I went to an English cram school every day after class, so I was taking two 
kinds of the education system. It was tough for me to adapt during my first grade. I kept raising 
hands to answer questions which made the teacher think I was too annoying and active. I was even 
bad at writing my Chinese name, so I put my English name on the test paper. Although I was really 
confused between two schools, I felt more relief to be myself in the English cram school where I could 
talk about my opinion and be creative. Thus, for college, I chose to study abroad to the U.S because I 
believed that is where I belong. 
  
It had been a decade since I have been to America. The street views were just like some of the scenes 
that appear in Hollywood movies. It seems that everything came up to my expectations. However, it 
was hard to adapt to American food. I missed Taiwan rice very much. The texture of it is glutinous, 
and it has a light taste. Whenever I have rice for the meal, it always makes me think of the scene of 
having dinner together with my family. 
  
After several weeks, I found out that it was quite hard for me to get into the conversations between 
my American classmates. I understood the language, but there was still a cultural gap between us. 
They were not interested in me. Maybe it was because my accent or I was not cool enough. The 
linguistic boundary made me feel dumb, but I did want to join in the conversation. It was frustrating 
and perplexing since I have been studying English for years, but I still could not really chat with my 
classmates. 
  
Why is it so hard to fit in the American culture as an Asian? After the introspection, I should give up all 
my Chinese habits. I started with the food, which affects me the most, so I stopped eating rice. I tried 
to push myself to fit in the American culture, such as listen to more English songs, watch more TV 
series and attend a variety of events. 
  
I went to an event called “Coffee and Conversation,” which is for international students to get to know 
more people. The students were introducing their countries to others, and they seemed proud of 
where they were from while they were talking. Through their sharing, I got to know more about their 
countries and cultures. Some are from the middle east which I was not familiar with. After their 
introduction, I got to know more about them and felt closer to them. 
  
Suddenly, I realized that maybe I should introduce more about myself and Taiwan to my classmates 
actively, instead of trying to be the same as them. Maybe they feel the distance from me because they 
have some stereotype or bias to me. In order to introduce myself to others, I have to understand who 
I am first. 
  
Taiwanese culture became more important to me while I was starting to discover who I am in 
America. Actually, I kept avoiding it when I was young. Also, I used to think Taiwanese food, songs, 
and language were cheesy. In my life, the significant reputation of Taiwan culture was my grandpa. 
He was a rice farmer in the countryside who was wearing blue- and- white slippers, chewing betel 
nuts, and speaking Taiwanese. I could not understand him because schools only teach English as a 
second language. I even misunderstood that western culture was better than Taiwan’s. However, I 
miss the Taiwanese food he cooked for me when I’m in the U.S. Grandpa always told me to pray for 
the field while having rice, which means not to take for granted everything I have. I keep his words in 
mind, and it affects how I get along with others and has become part of my personality. 
  
I also found the answer how to fit in while watching a TV series called “Fresh Off the Boat.” It’s about 
a Taiwan family who moves from the Chinatown in Washington D.C to Orlando. I learned how they 
adjust themselves out of their comfort zone. Things go wrong at first, but they believe they can use 
their way to fit in the American culture, and the most important thing is that they are proud of being 
Chinese. After watching it, I feel better about being different from others. I realized that I do not have 
to force myself to get rid of the habits from my own culture, instead I have found a way to balance 



between the Eastern and Western culture. It is all about the attitude I chose to face the culture shocks 
with. 
  
The conflicts between eastern and western culture make me reidentify myself. I will not say that I 
tend to be on either side because both of them play important part in my life. I remembered that 
when I took a course called “Dancing Culture and History of Taiwan”, the teacher told us that 
“Western’s avantgarde is in Eastern, and Eastern’s avantgarde is in Western,” I finally understand 
what she means is that we can learn from the West but remember to keep our Eastern identity. 
People’s identity may keep being shaped during the new environments and time, which make us 
confused, unadaptable, or lost. As long as we try to figure out ourselves by life experiences, we can 
always live happily wherever we are. Adapting to the new me can be a strict process, but life is all 
about change. Our identity will not last forever, and it is okay to have conflicts and culture shocks. It 
makes us stronger and more flexible to face difficulties in the future. Growing up under two cultures 
might not be negative. Instead, it brings benefits for me to think in a variety of aspects and have 
more ideas while creating. It all depends on me to think of having both cultures as a barrier or a gift. I 
hope to be the one who can merge them well and raise the diversity of the work I make in the future. 
  
To adjust to the new environment, at first, I thought I should shape myself and try to fit in. Though it 
is just like cutting one’s foot to fit in the shoes. I lost myself during mimicking another culture, instead 
of slowing down and thinking about who I am. I may be new for the others who do not know me, but I 
can be friendly and talk more about myself first. Stepping out of the comfort- zone separating the 
wheat from the chaff because it takes away all the things I took for granted in the past. I can clearly 
see what is left and what I truly valued. 
  
When the rice meets the burger, a new combination is produced. It is the best point of balance 
between Eastern and Western culture. Even though the world is globalized, every culture should keep 
its own value and belief because there must be some special parts that have been going through the 
time of baptism. As the Chinese saying goes: “Knowing thyself and thy adversary to win the hundreds 
of battles.” It is the one who understands both cultures to have the foresight. I will try my best to 
learn goods and bads from both cultures and try to merge them with my unique experiences, skills, 
and personality into a fantastic blend. 
  
 
 
 
 

Rhetorical Analysis and Logical Fallacies 

by Luana Kimie Kashin Ogasawara 
  
The Lindt Lindor ad https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFB0XBV6JdU 
starts by showing melted chocolate being mixed by a gourmet chef. The chef is wearing a professional 
chef’s outfit and it looks like he is in a kitchen filled by other professionals. Throughout the ad the 
chocolate truffle is putting into pieces, until it is put all together. Also, in the back there is a woman 
savoring Lindt Lindor’s chocolate and she is appreciating it. This ad can be effective, and it will be 
analyzed throughout this paper. 
  
This ad is toward people that enjoy a good chocolate; it is mostly towards British women that are high 
to medium class. The representation feels luxurious and refined, which is targeted toward upper- and 
middle-class buyers. The purpose of this ad is to make people feel like eating the chocolate at the 
moment they see the ad, especially women. The main character in the advertisement is a woman who 
is enjoying the product alone in a moment of peace and she seems to enjoy a lot of what she is 
eating. Since the audience is meant to identify with her, it can be assumed that this ad primarily 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFB0XBV6JdU


targets women who want to treat themselves. Also, it is important to have knowledge that Lindt is a 
well-known company, and that Swiss chocolate has a reputation for being particularly good. The 
principal goal of this advertisement is to sell the chocolate around England. 
            
This ad is using ethos as a way of gaining credibility by the way they show the woman eating 
appreciating the chocolate. In another part of the ad it is possible to see that it is being used ethos by 
trying to gain confidence from the audience by showing how their chocolate is made by professionals 
who know what they are doing in a pleasant environment. The image of a chef carefully handmaking 
the truffles gives trust to the client. Not only that, the idea of the chef and the process of making the 
chocolate are shown in order to make the product seem more high quality and trustworthy. Also, the 
company name and the "since 1845" are also ethos appeals. Furthermore, the logo Lindt Lindor is 
"Master Swiss Chocolatier", which are written in fancy words making the advertisement catch the 
attention of the public, especially the British middle and upper class. 
  
Also, they use pathos as emotion to call the attention of the public. The soundtrack of the ad is 
catching and calming; bringing emotion on the creation of the Lindt Lindor. Therefore, it is also shown 
satisfaction by the woman’s expression which indicates it is good and it makes her happy. 
Furthermore, there is this sentence that says “When Lindor center starts to melt, so will you” meaning 
that whoever eats won’t be able to resist the taste of Lindt chocolate. 
  
There is not a lot of Logos in this ad; one of the only parts that is presented is in the end when it is 
said “from the Lindt master chocolatier” and its date on the bottom “since 1985”. A lot of the effects 
used in this is ad is emotional, based on scenery, soundtrack, and impacting phrases. 
  
The ad uses four logical fallacies: appeal to emotion, anecdotal, ambiguity and the genetic fallacy. 
These appeal to emotion when it asks, “Do you dream in chocolate?”, because it makes the public 
believe that they do. Making them want to buy it and savoring. Also, when they say it was created 
with passion; this is used to touch the public to see how well prepared it is by people who love what 
they do. 
  
There is another fallacy committed in this ad, anecdotal. Anecdotal is when a personal experience is 
used or an isolated example instead of a sound argument It is considered to be used a personal 
experience. When they show the woman tasting the truffle and enjoying it. At the same time this is 
considered an isolated example without being told that it is a good chocolate. 
  
Another fallacy used is ambiguity, when it is used a double meaning. In this case when the sentence 
“When Lindor center starts to melt, so will you” is presented there is a double meaning in the word 
“melt”. This word has different connotation from each part of the sentence. 
  
The first one it literally means to melt and in the second part it means to not resist the truffle as 
previously said. 
  
The last fallacy committed in this advertisement was the genetic fallacy. Genetic fallacies are when 
something is judged to have quality, because it comes from a good place or it was made by an 
experienced person. In this case the ad shows that Lindt Lindor is swiss chocolate, which has good 
reputation around the world that it is the best chocolate. Adding to that, the ad clearly shows a person 
making the chocolate, but it is not any person. It is chef, which gives this concept that the chocolate is 
good. 
  
This ad in general is not well developed to achieve its goals. But it is not bad either. It catches the eye 
of the audience by showing the characteristics of the chocolate and appealing to its taste. The words 
chosen for this ad accomplished the goals of making it look good. Overall there weren’t a lot of 
fallacies. 
  
To conclude the ad does not show the real truth, and most people have the knowledge that the Lindt 
Lindor chocolate are made in factories, not by a chef in a fancy kitchen. Another point is that if people 
are realistic, they’ll know that it is not true the way the woman is enjoying her time eating the 
chocolate. People can delight in this chocolate and think it is good, but they won’t have their time of 
their lives when they get to eat the chocolate. The ad is trying to sell the chocolate, but the same time 



they are guarantying the pleasure and satisfaction of the woman savoring the chocolate, basically the 
time she is having. Which is a feeling that people cannot buy. 
  
 
 
 
 

The Authenticity of Swedish chain-restaurants IKEA 

by Meng Jye Lin 
  
Food is an important part of culture that some cuisine is passed down from one generation to the next 
and it be recognized as traditional dishes that belong to specific culture. There is a strong connection 
between food and culture. Since dishes hold a special and personal value, there is a value placed on 
“authentic”. Authentic-eating is an experience that reflect the reality of one culture’s food and it also 
give travelers a sensation of back-home. This essay discusses Sweden’s culture, the traditional food in 
Sweden, and analyzes the authenticity of the Swedish chain-restaurants, IKEA. 
Swedish cuisine is a traditional food that originated from Sweden. Its climate and location play a big 
role in the development of its cuisine. To begin with, the territory of Sweden expands very far from 
north to south, so the dishes between the North part and the South part of Sweden are vary and 
regional. Meat is the main entree for the people who live in the north part of Sweden since the 
weather of each year is colder than the south. Fresh vegetables accounted for a large portion in the 
South part of Sweden's dishes. The common ingredients in Sweden's dishes include diary products, 
fruit, seafood, and different kinds of meat. Side dishes are often potatoes and variety kinds of breads. 
The crisp bread has been a popular bread baked in Sweden over the last 500 years (theculturetrip.com). 
The traditional Sweden's pastry contain high sugar, such as biscuits, cakes, and vary sizes of buns 
that often serve with coffee. In the early age era, inhabitants stocked food supplies to prepare for the 
winter. They preserved meat, fish, fruits, and vegetables by using a lot of salt and sugar. Although 
modern day technology invent refrigerator to save the food, Swedes still continue the same method 
which are salt, dehydrate, and cure to process their food. Most of the Sweden’s territory surrounded 
by water that makes seafood, especially salmon, become a common ingredient in many dishes. 
Salmon dishes are typically smoked, marinated, or cured with dill and salt. Sweden’s geology and 
weather play a big role in the development of its cuisine. 
  
The Swedish word, Husmanskost, means traditional Swedish home-cooking dishes that Swedes eat 
daily. “Marinated Salmon” and “Meatball” are two iconic dishes which present Swedish culture. First of 
all, seafood is a main protein source in Sweden cuisine, especially salmon, and one method of 
processing seafood is marinate it. When Swedes make Marinated Salmon Plate, marinated salmon is 
the main staple and put green salad, pickle, or dill as the side. Second, meatball is a popular dishes in 
Sweden. This dish are very interesting which have high-contrast of taste, meatballs with lingonberry 
jam. The meatball is savory dishes but the lingonberry jam is very sweet. It also served with mashed 
potato and gravy on the side. The well-known Swedish lingonberry jam go with everything in Swedish 
dishes. Lingonberries are small, red berries that taste similar to cranberries and grow on a small 
evergreen shrub — Vaccinium vitis-idaea — that is native to the Scandinavian region of northern 
Europe (www.healthline.com). It is a very common and iconic food in Sweden. 
  
The history of Sweden meatball can track back to the early 18th century. Charles XII reigned as King 
of Sweden from 1697 to 1718. During the Great Northern War, he lives in Turkey for six years and he 
bought köfte, the meatballs, back to Sweden when he returned home. Nowadays, meatball dishes 
appear in many different countries’ cuisine but Sweden meatball has its own characters, which can be 
recognized by the ingredients, the size of meatball, and the seasoning. First of all, the ingredients of 
Sweden meatball are Ground beef, pork, and veal. Swedish blends are most commonly dominated by 
half pork and half beef combo (www.chowhound.com). Second, Swedish meatballs are much smaller in 
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size which compare to Italian meatballs are generally larger in size. The size of Swedish meatball is a 
perfect one-bite size. Moreover, the seasoning for Swedish meatball is very different. Swedish 
meatballs traditionally use spices like allspice, nutmeg, white pepper, and sometimes ground ginger as 
flavoring (www.chowhound.com). Sauce play a big role in the flavoring component that make Swedish 
meatball iconic. Last but not least, Sweden meatball is considered to be the traditional Swede dish 
because it add an important component, lingonberry jam. 
IKEA restaurant serve Swedish dishes that Swedes eat in daily. It is a chain restaurant that usually 
located next to IKEA furniture department. The interior dining space is spacious and all the 
tables/chairs in the dinging place are products from IKEA company. The lighting in the dinging space 
is bright and the atmosphere is cozy. There are three different siting sections that costumers can 
choose, one is family area which provide children high chairs next to the dining table, another is sofa 
area which have low wood tables that close to ground and cozy sofa, and the other is formal dinging 
tables that provide costumers to ding for lunch or 

dinner. The dinging time starts at 
nine thirty in the morning which serve breakfast, lunch options start at eleven thirty, and restaurant 
closed at nine thirty in the evening. There is no servers walking around in the restaurant. When 
costumers enter the restaurant, they pick up a tray and line up at the waiting space. There are two 
different order methods which divid by the food types. The first section is cold food, such as salad, 
beverage, and dessert. For the cold food section, there are many dishes display on the transparent 
cabinets that the costumers can walk pass by and open the cabinets to take the dishes. The menu, 
ingredients, and prices are written on the card that placed next to the dishes which is clearly layout 
the details and easy to read. The second section is hot food. For the hot food section, the kitchen is 
right behind the transparent cabinets that the customers can see throughly and order directly from the 
servers inside the kitchen. After taking and ordering the food, the costumers will continue to follow the 
line and go directly to the accounting table to check-out. The order process is self-order and it is very 
clear to understand and follow. There are many food option in the restaurant, including savory dishes, 
sweet dishes, beverage options, and also small size menu for kids. The costumers’ age zone in the 
restaurant are wide and costumers’ ethics in the restaurant are vary, too. I took a marinated salmon 
plate in the cold food section and ordered meatball with gravy potato from kid menu in hot food 
section. Both dishes are very common in Swedish culture. The next paragraph will discuss about the 
authenticity of the dishes that I ordered in the restaurant. 
  
By judging two of the common dishes in the restaurant from Sweden, which are marinated salmon 
plate and meatball, we can understand the authenticity of the restaurant. Firstly, the marinated 
salmon plate served with red skin potatoes salad and 
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capers. There are three slices of 
marinated salmon and a scoop of potato salad on the side. The salmon has met the certificated 
standard which the customers can know by reading the menu on the 

wall. The marinated salmon plate is 
very popular dishes in the restaurant that almost every group of customers chose this dish. Second, 
meatball plate served with mashed potato, boiled green beans, and lingonberry jam on the side. 
Swedes use a fork and knife, cut a meatball in half and then put on a bit of lingonberry jam and a bit 
of mashed potato on one half and enjoy it.  
  
  
  
  
The meatball plate in IKEA restaurant served the dishes in great amount of lingonberry jam and gravy 
mashed potato that the customers can truly enjoy this cuisine traditionally. The most iconic item 
lingonberry jam taste very sweet. That is a contrast taste compare to the meatballs. Both of the 
dishes are typical Swedish popular dishes and the core ingredients of the dishes, such as marinated 
salmon, meatball, lingonberry jam, are imported from 



Sweden. Last but not least, there is 
a small food market next to the restaurant that sell the products from Sweden, such as jam, 
marinated product, and snacks. The IKEA restaurant is an authentic restaurant that serve Swedish 
food. Although the restaurant still provide other options which is not originally from Sweden, such as 
french fries and fried chickens, but most of the food is traditional and original which give the 
customers a real dining experience of Swedes’ diet. 
  
  
  

  
Dining in an authentic restaurant can give costumers who share different diet a taste of exotic culture. 
Authentic-eating can also solve travelers’ homesick and give them a sensation of back-home. IKEA 
restaurant is a chain restaurant that serve Swedish food. It is an authentic restaurant, based on it 
serves the common dishes in Sweden and all the core ingredients are import from Sweden. 
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My Culture: Where I’m From or Where I live? 

by Juan Lopez Henao 
  
The world today is something that cannot be compared to anything from the past. It’s a true melting pot with different 
cultures sharing and blending into one another. It is a lot more common today to see people leaving their home country 
and coming into a new setting. While this may be great to society and to the person with the new opportunities that 
emerge from this big move there is a silent factor that is never taken into account when it comes to moving and 
submerging yourself in a new culture. This is a feeling, a feeling of uncertainty and confusion that derives from a person 
when they are submerged into a different culture than the one they were born into. It makes a person wonder which of 
the two cultures they should call their own. People go about this feeling in different ways and some manage to get over it 
and work through their inner conflict, while others avoid this dilemma out of fear of losing their native culture. Just like 
snowflakes no two people are the same, especially when it comes to defining their cultural identity. While one might take 
18 months to deal with this identity conflict, others may take 18 years. With myself being the latter of the two, this is how 
I have come to acclimate myself to my multi-cultural identity and realize that you don’t need to limit yourself to one 
definite culture or nationality to be content with your cultural identity. 
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It’s June 21st, 2001, the location is Manizales Colombia. A place where the culture is rich, the land is lush with green, and 
home to some of the world’s friendliest people. I was born into this culture in the heart of Colombia on this day. I was 
born into a respected Colombian family and a loving one as well. We all have the special Colombian Paisano accent that 
throughout the Latin world is distinguishable from any other Spanish accent. I went to a private school, raised Roman 
Catholic and for the most part a pretty typical Colombian kid. It’s now 2008, I am 7 years old and I step foot into an 
unfamiliar country in which I don’t even speak the language. This is a country where I wasn’t seen as the ‘typical’ kid, one 
I wasn’t raised in, a country where my family name was just any other name, where my ‘special’ Colombian Spanish didn’t 
come in handy, a country that presented me with a very prominent language barrier. A country and culture that I once 
knew nothing about, but now, one that I consider myself proud to be a part of. I’m proud to be a Colombian American, yet 
I’ve always been conflicted with that multinational tittle. It is not clear in saying whether I’m Colombian or American but 
rather a mix of both. With myself being a human melting pot of these two cultures I have never felt as if I could solely call 
one culture mine. 
  
When I was younger it was really hard for me to wrap my head around this concept, I am and always have been proud 
that I’m from Colombia. After all you can pick where you live but not where you’re from. I even found that growing up in 
the United States I would basically get the best of both worlds. In the sense that I would experience the now new-to-me 
American culture outside of home in school, at the store, and with friends. When I got home, I would come home to the 
rich Colombian culture that I’m from and eat my mother’s home cooking, speak Spanish, and even to this day I still haven’t 
lost my Colombian Paisano accent. I made sure to never be confused for one or the other. I didn’t want to be a Colombian 
in America or an American in Colombia, so I made sure I lost both my accents in either language so when I would go back 
or when I would be at school, I didn’t get confused for either of the two. Yet I feel like this strict separation of cultures 
conflicted me even more. I didn’t really notice this cultural split in myself until I went back to Colombia. I had noticed I 
talked differently, I had different habits and I just didn’t seem ‘Colombian’, even when it came to the locals, I had this 
supposed certain aroma of a foreigner and basically stank of American. I was angry, disappointed and conflicted on who I 
was. I was beginning to question my nationality, and I was stuck in this limbo on what to call myself. Therefore, I couldn’t 
decide if I was a Colombian who had lost touch with his roots or this American that didn’t have full American roots. Yet 
when I came back to the United States, I was now left with this empty feeling that I was missing something. I didn’t know 
whether it was my family, the Colombian food, or the rich culture that I had left, but it didn’t matter if I was here or there I 
didn’t feel completely at home. 
  
The United States is seen as a big melting pot, with having immigrants being the backbone of America it’s not hard to find 
someone in the same situation I was in. I found that language is one of the key things that can connect you to a culture, 
you cannot truly experience a new culture without learning its native tongue. For example in Mother’s Tongue by Amy 
Tan, the Author explains the difficulties her mother had with English in which she said “My mother’s ‘limited’ English 
limited my perception of her- I believed that her English reflected the quality of what she had to say” (274). This excerpt 
exemplifies the struggles that are associated with the lack of fluency within the native language can limit you to. 
Committed to establishing my fluency in the English language I became fluent within three months. I broke that limiting 
language barrier and it allowed to emerge myself in the culture. I truly started to get that feel for being American and it 
allowed me to become more or less ‘Americanized’.  I could now say I was American, and nobody questioned it, there was 
no accent and no outliers that set me apart. Even though I was exhilarated to start becoming more involved in this culture, 
it threw off the balance between my original culture and this new one. Overcoming this language barrier lifted me from 
not feeling American enough to now feeling too American and not Colombian enough. 
  
When I used to go to Colombia, this rush of excitement would greet me into the country as I stepped foot out of the 
airplane and into the Bogota International Airport. I would come out as a new person thinking “I’m home!”. This feeling of 
excitement started fading away as I got older, and it switched to me having that feeling when I landed in the Phoenix Sky 
harbor Airport. This was almost as if this emotional attachment I had to Colombia took off and flew way from my heart 
when I was in there and landed back down when I got to America. I questioned myself, am I still Colombian? How has this 
part of me just changed and why did I lose my excitement? I was aggravated with myself; I did not know what to do or 
who to go to. I sat down in my living room, the one I grew up in Colombia with, not the one greeting me as when I walk 
into my house after school. My grandfather saw that I had something on my mind and some feeling that made me not feel 
completely there. “You know, you don’t have to pick right? I can tell you don’t feel at home but trust me when you first left 
you didn’t feel at home there either. Look, home is what you make of it and you yourself are Colombian, but you’re also 
American whether you like it or not nobody can take that away from you. Not even you.” He told me that I could just take 
the good things from each culture and embrace them, not many Colombians have the chance to say they’re American and 
not many Americans have the chance to say they’re Colombian. This perception stuck with me. I was now beginning to 
realize that I didn’t have to choose one or the other, that I can just embrace the positives of the both. Be as friendly as a 
Colombian, eat Colombian food and share my culture while speaking English, embracing my American side and in their 
own ways I can call them both my home. 
  



On a final note, I think it’s crucial for multicultural people to understand that you don’t have to pick a culture and define 
yourself as that one culture and nationality specifically. That one doesn’t need to define one’s self as being part of a 
definite culture or nationality to be content with one’s cultural identity. It took me 18 years to go through this cultural 
enlightening and realize that all along I shouldn’t have tried to pick who I am. Who you are and what cultures you belong 
to are completely up to you and what you make of it, so instead of deciding whether one or the other, just embrace the 
good in both. To this day I may still find myself saying I’m Colombian in the United States and American in Colombia but 
I’m confident enough now to know that deep down I’m not one or the other, but both. 
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Smartphones and Generations  

by Franchezka Perez 
  
The article “Have smartphones destroyed a generation” written by the psychology professor Jean M. 
Twenge, explains the impact smartphones have had on a generation, more specifically on igen. Igen is 
what the author calls the generation of people that were born from 1995 to 2013, which is a 
generation that doesn’t remember a life without technology as they were born in it. As new 
generations come and many are born on the rise of technology, it’s easy to get used to the technology 
lifestyle without noticing the many negative aspects it has. Twenge, as being part of another 
generation that did not specifically have technology as accessible as teenagers and children have 
nowadays, made her have a better understanding of the significant differences past generations have 
towards this one. The article makes valid points on how technology is affecting and will continue to 
affect this generation and the ones to come. Technology has affected igen in many negative aspects; 
they became more dependent on tech rather than adulthood, an increase in depression rates, and a 
huge disconnect with their surroundings and less sleep amongst many other negative aspects. 
  
The author starts off seeking to relate with the reader by giving an example of a teen by the name of 
Athena and declaring the main concerns through this situation. Through Athena, a 13-year-old that 
has had access to a phone since she was 11 the author claims the dependency a teen has on their 
parents due to the constant usage of technology. The statement, “In the 1980s, when I’d enjoy a few 
parent-free hours shopping with my friends” Twenge refers back to her generation, where she did not 
depend on her parents even for small things like going shopping, rather than teens like Athena that 
she can’t go out without the parents watch. As the article mentions, teens, prioritize activities that are 
not beneficial for their future because they spend so much time on apps, phones, and technology 
rather than getting a driver’s license for example. Indifference to other generations where 
independence was the ultimate goal, where they could have more freedom with acquiring a job, igens 
don’t aspire for much as their reality is behind a screen. As Twenge mentions in the article referring 
back to other generations, in the 1970s 77% of high school seniors had a job as seniors, in mid-2010 
only 55% had jobs, making it a big gap of a 15% decrease.  
  



“The arrival of the smartphone has radically changed every aspect of teenagers’ lives, from the nature 
of their social interactions to their mental health” (Twenge). With the arrival of smartphones and how 
easy it was now to access technology, it was easier for teens to isolate themselves with less of a need 
to “hang out” and consult friends which affected them in many ways. Igens prospect communicating 
with others as being done through social media rather than establishing one to one 
conversations.  According to Twenge, the more a teen is behind a screen the most likely it will be for 
them to face symptoms of depression. With the use of technology teens started feeling left out on 
activities other friends were doing and utterly becoming aware of things they wish were different, 
making them feel unhappy and wishing for something else in their life. A statistic shows that heavy 
internet users have 27% more chance of getting depression, (Twenge) supports the concept that the 
more that a teen is involved in other activities like sports, homework etc, the more fulfilled they would 
feel considering that their mind is somewhere productive. From 2010 is where the most notorious 
impact in depression rates were manifested, with a 27% increase in boys and a 50% increase in girls 
as cyberbullying and other factors got facilitated with the internet use (Twenge).  
The disconnect between a teen and their surroundings was another negative concern indicated by 
Twenge. As teens now prefer to stay home doing something involving technology as well as 
communication through a phone rather than in person. igen slowly distance themselves socially 
thinking they will find happiness through a screen. The rates of sleep deprivation also boosted as igen 
teens stay late at night, again prioritizing on worthless activities. “Fifty-seven percent more teens 
were sleep deprived in 2015 than in 1991” (Twenge). It becomes preoccupying how the number 
increased by over 50% of teens in a matter of 14 yrs. Sleep deprivation not only makes a teen have 
less proficiency in school but on overall daily activities.   
  
It becomes clear that the author’s main concerns regarding technology is how quickly media is 
changing generations. The author cleverly shows the negative side, to somehow awaken younger 
generations of the big technology fantasy. Twenge does not leave the positive aspects aside, like the 
fact that teens are safer than ever, and they are less likely to expose themselves to substances like 
alcohol and drugs. But Twenge backfires all these positive aspects by claiming that today’s igen is 
more vulnerable because they don’t get themselves out there. As the young audience reading the 
article, notice how they become more dependent on technology rather than trying to become someone 
in life, is where the reality check stikes which is ultimately Twenge’s goal. Through the wise words 
portrayed in the article, more teens from the igen and even parents notice that technology is 
impacting more negatively which will be an impulse for change.  
  
After reading this controversial article, I found myself thinking about how I’ve abused technology 
myself and how many things I missed out on because I was invested in the virtual world. The goal of 
technology is to reach individuals, but it was never to destroy a generation. If technology keeps 
growing as the rate that is going, no one will become aware of real-life and humans will be more 
propane to believe everything that the media says because no one will be able to get out there and 
find answers themselves. Wistfully technology/app makers don’t view the negatives as their profits 
keep growing, technology is what amazes people and they just want more, which only means one 
thing, destruction. 
  
The author gives various examples as well as statistics on how previous generations did more for 
themselves and in a way lived more rather than the igen. Year after year toddlers are seen with ipads, 
kids don’t play outside anymore and communication within families will reach their lowest points. Even 
if technology improved so many aspects and made people’s lives easier it is also the steps for slow 
destruction and it is only in every individual to make that change. Instead of making phones, apps, 
and technology something negative there should be a look to the past and see what one is missing out 
on and keep a healthy balance. 
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I am Proud to be Hispanic  

by Karina Chimal 
  
  

         Growing up, I loved taking part in my family’s Mexican traditions. For example, during 
Christmas we would get our hands sticky from molding the harina dough to the right rectangular 
shape for our tamales, or we would sing to the top of our lungs to our cherished Spanish songs. From 
a young age, my parents instilled the importance of upholding my Hispanic roots and held me 
accountable for practicing my Spanish. I loved conversing with my family members in Spanish as it 
not only felt natural to me, but the language encompassed a major part of my life. However, the 
heritage that I had once come to love from a young age would soon become an aspect of my life that 
I would mask from the world. 
         When I took my first steps in my kindergarten classroom, everything changed.  My hands were 
gripping the edges of my red cardigan sweater as my heart leapt fiercely in my chest. I sat patiently 
waiting for our kindergarten teacher to arrive while all the other young children were conversing about 
their favorite cartoons and prized toys. However, I could not grasp what most of my classmates were 
saying because my primary language was Spanish. A smiling woman strolled into the classroom and 
she proclaimed, “Hello class. My name is Mrs. Ann. Can everyone say Mrs. Ann?” The whole class in 
unison said, “Good Morning Mrs. Ann.” She announced, “Wonderful! First off, each one of you will 
stand up and say your name, how old you are, and your favorite color.” My hands began to shake as 
my throat grew as dry as dust. One by one my fellow classmates stood up in front of the class. The 
teacher announced, “Next student.” I slowly stood up from the floor and every bone in my body began 
to tremble in fear. I cleared my throat and recollected my thoughts before speaking in front of my 
classmates and my teacher. The only trembling words I could say was, “Hola mi nombre es Karina.” 
All of my classmates began to whisper, “Why is she here?” and “She is weird”. These words not only 
resonated with me, but they followed me throughout my academic career.  
          My teachers took notice that I had a difficult time trying to express and communicate myself 
efficiently in English. I was enrolled in a speech therapy class where I learned English and how to 
better communicate. My Spanish children books were soon replaced with English alphabet 
workbooks.  My life was split into two distinct worlds, since in my home, I was expected to speak 
Spanish. While all of my classmates would run outside to enjoy recess, I would stay inside my 
classroom and practice alphabet sounds. Throughout elementary school leading up to junior high, 
speech played a major role in my overall development and academics. As I entered junior high, the 
obstacles and the heartless criticism of others would continue to leave a wound inside of me. 
        For the longest time, I was embarrassed by my Hispanic heritage because I felt that I could not 
communicate as well with my peers and instructors. I witnessed the boundless sacrifices and tireless 
hours my parents worked in order to provide me not only with a well-rounded education but also the 
value of upholding my beautiful heritage. Through the course of my life, I have recognized that my 
heritage makes up a major part of my identity. Now, I am able to say that I am not embarrassed by 
my Hispanic upbringing but instead I am proud to be Hispanic.  
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The subtle act of lying 

by Celina Dávila López 
  

     The standard way of thinking about telling lies has it that you are not guilty if it is a small one and 
that is so common to lie that it is just fine because everyone does it and no one talks about it. 
Rebekah Campbell is a business and finance columnist for different newspapers and magazines like 
The New York Times, Boss, Vogue, etc. She wrote about this topic in her essay called “The 
Surprisingly Large Cost of Telling Small Lies” presented in The New York Times. She tries to make 
readers understand the power of lying and the possible causes and consequences of it and of being 
honest based on her own experience and what her friend Peter told her, focusing on a business 
scenario. Though the main advice from her friend Peter in her essay is that not lying is the key to 
achievement, I believe there are more things to put in practice than just being completely honest. 
What if the situation we are at one moment suggests to you that lying is the best option we have? 
Both Rebekah and Peter read Buddhist philosophy, and I believe there is a big interrelationship 
between that way of thinking, the ethical perspective of lying and the idea of staying in the present. I 
believe this correlation can be supported by Rebekah’s example of her own experience that teamwork, 
lies, and success are linked. 
  
     I’m of two minds about Peter’s claims that not lying is the secret to success. On the one hand, I 
agree that being completely honest has its benefits to achieve triumph. On the other hand, I’m not 
sure if that is the only way to be successful. According to Campbell’s essay, Peter states, “The secret 
to success in business and in life is to never, ever, ever tell a lie” and “Complete honesty is the access 
to ultimate power.” Peter is saying that if you try to always tell the truth and be transparent, both 
your business (if you have one) and your life, in general, will improve and bring many benefits. Like 
Campbell, I had the same reaction when I read Peter’s quote. I doubted the certainty of his words, but 
I started to think of what I do in my everyday life. I believe every one of us is guilty of lying quite 
often even though we know it is wrong. Somehow, we ignore that fact and we keep doing it over and 
over again. That is why I agree with Peter that being truthful and sincere is the key to achievement 
because it is very uncommon for a person to be completely honest. Therefore, it would be logical and 
fair for a person with these characteristics to achieve success since it is a unique virtue. But also, I can 
say I know people that achieved success being complete liars, and I think it is very common these 
days to meet people like this and notice them as well. That is why I doubt Peter’s words too. 
  
     Unfortunately, liars can be successful too. For example, when I was in high school, we used to 
have the Student Council recruit and the Student Elections a couple of weeks later. Every group of 
students had to choose a color for their team and create new ideas and proposals that they would put 
into action if they won. I remember I decided to be part of one of those groups with my friends. We 
chose the red color and we were thinking about projects that were possible for us and that could be 
done. That year there were only two groups of students: the red team, of which I was part of, and the 
black team, our rivals. One day, we all had to share our ideas for the whole school and the black team 
started to voice their proposals after we did. I remember my facial expression when they voiced them 
out loud, I couldn’t believe what they were saying. It was so obvious that their proposals were 
unachievable and hardly possible for high school students to do. I felt so mad because I knew the 
people that were part of that group and they were not trustworthy at all. Long story short, they ended 
up winning the elections because students believed them, and of course, they did not keep their 
promises. This example reflects that people who lie can succeed too and I am sure that this is more 
common than we think. Yes, honesty gives you the power to succeed and lying can have a negative 
impact on success too, but you can also get power by lying to others, which is unfair, but that is how 
the world works. 
  



     I agree with Campbell that we all tend to lie often, but I think the reasons why we do it matter too. 
According to research she did for her essay to prove this, “A study by the University of Massachusetts 
found that 60 percent of adults could not have a 10-minute conversation without lying at least once. 
The same study found that 40 percent of people lie on their résumés and a whopping 90 percent of 
those looking for a date online lie on their profiles. Teenage girls lie more than any other group, which 
is attributed to peer pressure and expectation.” Campbell’s point on showing us those results is that 
lying is something we are used to do for different activities and situations, and we all have distinct 
motives. We can even lie without noticing ourselves. Since it is a fact, I must agree. But what if we 
are in a difficult situation and lying is the best option we have? Would that be ethically correct, or 
would it still count as a lie? What about catching someone telling a lie? Is lying to a liar good or bad? 
When I think about this, it seems obvious to me that if you lie to someone, even if that person lied to 
you first, it would still be wrong. Lying back would be equally incorrect. Two liars are worse than one. 
But some people have the “revenge” mindset that works like “if you do something to me, I have to do 
it to you and it won’t be wrong because you started” In my opinion, this behavior is kind of childish, 
but I believe we would be surprised by how many adults still think that. With all of this, the important 
question here is: Is there a situation where lying is the best of our options? 
  
     When I first thought about that question, my answer was a resounding no. But I did not think 
about all the different scenarios you could be part of. I decided to do some research to see if someone 
had the same doubt like me. I found an article about this issue that was written by Matthew Gindin, 
who himself writes, “What if Nazis ask us if Anne Frank is in our attic? What if the truth is terribly 
embarrassing or could harm a relationship of ours? In a pinch we might choose to take the karmic 
consequences of lying over the results of telling the truth, as in the Anne Frank example.” The essence 
of Gindin’s argument is that if we were in a situation similar to the Anne Frank one, we would rather 
lie because we can imagine that the consequences of telling the truth cannot be positive. After reading 
that, I can say it is true that there are some exceptions in deciding if we should tell the truth or not. 
For example, I imagined myself in a scenario where it is one of my best friend’s birthday and I am 
trying to throw a surprise party for her. But she sees me, and she asks me if I am free to go and 
celebrate with her. I would have to lie and tell her that I am busy to make the surprise party work. 
Those questions made me think a lot. Turns out my feelings on this issue are mixed. I do support 
Campbell’s idea that people are always lying for different reasons and causes, but I find Gindin’s 
argument about deciding when is right to lie to be equally persuasive. 
  
     Both Rebekah and Peter are surely right about reading Buddhist philosophy can be a good way to 
avoid telling lies and “remain in the present” because, as they did not explain in Campbell’s essay, 
“The Buddha made ‘not lying’ one of the fundamental training practices of his path of self-
transformation.” I found this fragment in an article named “What Did the Buddha Say About Lying?” 
written by Matthew Gindin. He explains that being completely honest is one of the Buddha’s principles, 
and one of the most important beliefs is that sincerity, purity and acting with rectitude are all linked in 
some way, so it makes lying not even an option. According to Campbell, “Like me, Peter reads 
Buddhist philosophy and applies it to business. One of its lessons is to remain in the present, a more 
peaceful, creative and productive place from which to operate.” But what exactly means “remaining in 
the present” and why is it linked with lying? Like Rebekah explains in her essay, “every time I tell a 
lie, I know that I am no longer present. I feel a tightening in my chest and sweat on my palms.” This 
means that every time you lie, you stop being in the present and you start living on the lie. You are 
pretending it is true and you want to believe it yourself, but the thing is that you are no longer 
experiencing the truth and your reality changes. I agree with Rebekah that telling lies keeps you apart 
from the present because I have experienced it myself. When I catch myself telling lies, even when 
they are small, I always feel weird and guilty. Telling a lie makes you keep going and sometimes you 
start to create a story about that lie and your brain can start to believe it. That is why you stop being 
present. You start to live the story of the lie you created, and if you want to keep it alive, you have to 
keep creating new chapters to your story. 
  
     Rebekah’s theory of the correlation between teamwork, lies, and success is extremely useful 
because it sheds light on the difficulties that people can have when they work in a team, like the lack 
of communication. Campbell states, “I recently discovered firsthand the corrosive effect of lying. For 
several years, I have worked as a director of a nonprofit organization. We do great work in the 
community but as a team we have always floundered. A few weeks ago, I caught the leader of our 
group lying [...] It was obvious why our team wasn’t working: People didn’t trust each other. The 



result was a culture of obfuscation and backstabbing in which we achieved less than we were capable 
of achieving.” She explains that telling constant lies and not talking about it was the reason why her 
team was not working. They did not communicate and that is one of the most important parts of 
working with a group of people. 
  
     I believe lying has a relation with teamwork and success because I have experienced it myself. If 
you lie, it is more likely for your team to fail. I learned that when I was in high school while I was 
doing a big final project with a group of people for one of our classes. We decided to split the parts of 
the project, so each one of us would do the same amount of work. I was like the leader of the team 
and I made sure everyone had something to do. Everything was fine, I did my part and finished it 
before the deadline. We still had some time to finish everything and submit it on time. Everyone sent 
me their parts except one girl. The time passed and there was still one part missing. I texted the girl 
that had that part assigned and I asked her if she finished it. She said she did and that she was going 
to send it to me in a minute. I did not receive anything after that, and I was really worried because 
that part was missing. She stopped answering me, so I decided to do it myself and “save the team” In 
the end, I did my best, but our grade was lower than we expected because of that incident. We all 
learned a big lesson that day: we must communicate and be honest if we want to meet our goals. 
  
     I can conclude based on what I have raised here that most people lie. They even lie about not 
being liars. Campbell’s essay highlights many hard truths to swallow and includes a lot of good advice 
from her and her friend Peter. I don't doubt Peter is right about honesty being the key to 
achievement, but I believe liars can be successful too. I agree that lying is somewhat common 
nowadays, but I also believe that the context of the situation matters too. And I strongly agree that 
living in the present, telling lies and achieving success have a strong relation, as well as teamwork and 
our communication skills. I think this topic is really important and we should talk more about it 
because it influences our relationships, our jobs, and ourselves, so everyone should care about this. 
The world would be a better place if people were honest with each other. Just imagine all the benefits 
we would experience. Our quality of life would improve since one of its parts is the interpersonal 
network. This includes social interactions, so if we stay truthful with one another, our socialization will 
upgrade. We would also avoid a lot of problems, misunderstands and fights. As you can read, lying 
can have a huge impact on our lives in general. I don't want to end this saying that you should never 
lie again. Our real intention is what matters and only each one of us can know that. Just think twice 
before lying again, because you'll never know what fate can hold for you after doing it. 
  
  
  
  

Works Cited 
  
Campbell, Rebekah. “The Surprisingly Large Cost of Telling Small Lies.” The New York Times, 11 Mar. 
2014,  https://boss.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/03/11/the-surprisingly-large-cost-of-telling-small-lies/. Accessed 22 
Jan. 2020. 
  
Gindin, Matthew. “What Did the Buddha Say About Lying?” Tricycle, 8 Oct. 
2018, https://tricycle.org/trikedaily/buddhist-precept-lying/.  Accessed 28 Jan. 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://boss.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/03/11/the-surprisingly-large-cost-of-telling-small-lies/
https://tricycle.org/trikedaily/buddhist-precept-lying/.%C2%A0


Disney’s gender lessons 

by Celina Dávila López 
  
  
Many people believe that pop culture consider common beliefs and things that happen in people’s 
everyday life. That is actually true, and one of the most popular topics is gender, how men and 
women should act, and how they are influenced by society. Gender is a frequent topic in films, TV 
shows and music because the creators and directors of that media try to show their ideas and express 
them, so that a lot of people can see what they did and think more about that in the future. An 
example of a movie that has a lot to say about gender roles and stereotypes is “Zootopia”, an 
animated comedy by Walt Disney Animation Studios, directed by Byron Howard and Rich Moore. Its 
main audience are children and families, since it is a PG movie. It was released on March 4, 2016, and 
it became so popular that is now considered the fourth-biggest animated movie ever. The story 
focuses on Judy Hopps, a little bunny who dreams of becoming a police officer and does everything 
she can to achieve it. During the process she meets Nick Wilde, a sly fox with whom she will live many 
adventures while trying to save the city of Zootopia. This movie contains a lot of gender stereotypes 
and messages, especially about women, and the directors support the stereotype that men are not 
emotional and challenge the stereotypes that women can’t work in jobs with high positions, that 
women are not ambitious, and that women receive the same treatment as men in the workplace. 
  
Many people believe that men are not emotional and that they don’t express their feelings because 
they are strong enough to deal with them, and this movie supports that stereotype. This movie shows 
us that men actually feel the need to express their emotions, but it does not challenge the stereotype 
because of the way of acting of one of the male main characters, Nick the fox. There is a scene in 
which Judy and Nick are talking after she had her police badge removed for having "failed" with her 
mission. They start having a conversation and Nick tells Judy what happened to him when he was 
young. He tells her that he wanted to be part of the scout children. When it was time for his initiation, 
he had to say the oath.  After that, the other kids began to muzzle Nick, since he was the only 
predator of the troop and they would not trust him without the muzzle.  Nick felt so bad because of 
that  and he ran out of the place.  He went to a corner, took it off and started crying.  In the distance 
you can hear that the other kids were shouting things like: "Cry baby" and "Aw, is he gonna cry?" One 
of Nick’s quotes was: "Never let them see that they get to you," to which Judy replies: "So, things do 
get to you?". Nick replies: "No, I mean, not anymore, but I was small and emotionally unbalanced like 
you once." This shows us that in some way, Nick thinks that having emotions like sadness means that 
you are "emotionally unbalanced", when it is just a very common emotion and it is normal to feel it 
sometimes.  This is strongly related to the stereotype that men do not express their emotions and 
hide them, and the directors of the movie agree with it, because they decided to keep Nick’s thoughts 
the same. They did not make him change his mind. At the end of the scene, Judy was getting 
emotional with Nick’s story and she put her hand on his arm to comfort him. When Nick felt that, he 
shook his head realizing the situation and said: “Boy, look at that traffic down there.” This shows us 
that he was trying to avoid what he was feeling at that moment. After that, there was no other scene 
in which it was shown that Nick was expressing his feelings to Judy or another person.  While it is true 
that Nick told Judy one of his stories, his behavior after that shows us that he was not comfortable at 
all doing it and that is why he decided to end the conversation by changing the subject. From these 
two examples, I can conclude that the directors agree with two important ideas: that since childhood, 
boys are taught to be strong and that only girls can cry, not them. And also, that men are not used to 
express their emotions and they hide them. 
Many people believe that women can’t work in jobs that require big responsibilities and advanced 
tasks, but this movie challenges that typical belief. This movie doesn’t support that typical belief, 
because Judy, the main character who is a female, fulfilled her dream of becoming a police officer and 
she was actually very good at that job. We can see that in a scene where Judy is in her first day of 
work. Chief Bogo, the city's police chief, assigns cases to all the police officers who work for him, and 
all of them were important cases. After waiting for everyone to get their case, Judy was the last one 
and she was assigned parking duty.  After hearing this, Judy went to tell him that she was a real 



police officer and that she could help with the important cases.  Judy said: "You probably forgot, but I 
was top of my class at the Academy." Chief Bogo said he didn't care, while Judy kept insisting. In the 
end, Judy tells him: "Sir, I'm not just some token bunny.", to which he replies: "Well, then writing 100 
tickets a day should be easy."  This means that Chief Bogo underestimated Judy because she is a little 
female bunny, and he believes she is unable to solve an important case. There is a different scene 
that shows us the same stereotype. Judy and Nick, his fox friend, meet Mr. Big, who is a crime boss. 
Nick is not welcome at Mr. Big's house due to past actions, and they are both talking about why Nick 
is there. After looking at Judy’s police uniform, Mr. Big tells Nick: “I told you never to show your face 
here again, but here you are snooping around with this ... what are you? A performer? What’s with the 
costume?” This means that Mr. Big literally assumed that Judy was not a real cop and that her uniform 
was just a costume. It never crossed his mind that she was a real police officer, and that is strongly 
related to the stereotype that women cannot have jobs that involve a lot of strength, big 
responsibilities and advanced skills. 
  
Many people believe that women are not ambitious at all and that they should not be, but this movie 
challenges that typical belief. The main character is a woman and she tries her best to become a 
police officer, even though everyone tells her that she won’t make it because she is just a little bunny. 
Since the beginning of the movie, Judy is sure of what she wants to be when she grows up.  In one of 
the scenes, Judy is arguing with Gideon Gray, a fox that makes fun of her dream, because he 
snatched a few game tickets from Judy's friends and she was trying to retrieve them to return 
them.  Gideon tells her that she will never succeed as a police officer and he hurts her with his claws, 
causing her to fall to the ground.  His friends try to see if she is okay, saying that Gideon doesn't know 
what he was saying. Judy stands up and while she puts back her police peaked cap, she says: “Well, 
he was right about one thing.  I don't know when to quit.” This shows us how ambitious and persistent 
she can be, since she won’t give up until she becomes a police officer, whatever the cost. We can also 
notice her ambition in another scene. When Judy was in her training to become a police officer, her 
coach, a polar bear, spent the whole time telling her to give up, since she was not very good at first. 
She would say things like: “You're dead, Fluff Butt.”, and “Just quit and go home, fuzzy bunny.” 
Despite hearing this every single day, Judy did not give up and gradually began to improve in her 
training, managing to graduate and become a police officer like she wanted. From this, I can conclude 
that the director wanted to show the audience that women can be ambitious and succeed in their 
dreams. 
  
Many people believe that women receive the same treatment as men in the workplace, but this movie 
doesn't support this stereotype. The directors of the movie challenge that belief in a lot of different 
scenes, not just once. The first example is when Judy went to work as a police officer for the first 
time. She was so happy and excited to be there, and she tried to socialize with her new partners, who 
were all men. That didn't work like she thought because she was rejected by them. Another example 
is when Bellwether, a little female sheep who is the assistant mayor, is underestimated by Mayor 
Lionheart, because she took care of everything, while he always received the credit. For this reason, 
Bellwether became the antagonist of the story, devising a plan to finally get power and some 
recognition. There is a scene in which Bellwether asks the Mayor to review some important documents 
she was carrying while trying to reach him.  He says: “Okay, I heard you Bellwether.  Just take care of 
it.  Please.  And clear my afternoon.  I'm going out.” Then he closes the door and causes her to crash 
and drop all the binders she was carrying. This scene shows how the president uses Bellwether for her 
to do all the work, while he does what he wants. There is another scene when Nick and Judy meet 
Bellwether and are chased by her assistants. Bellwether talks to Judy as she tries to find her and says: 
“We're in the same team Judy.  Underestimated, underappreciated. Aren’t you sick of it?” This scene is 
strongly related to what many women can experience in their jobs unfairly, and sometimes no one 
ever finds out.  The directors of the movie agree with this stereotype because throughout the movie 
you can see Judy and Bellwether are treated worse than the others, just because they are women. 
From this, I can conclude that the directors of the movie think that the belief that women are treated 
the same as men in the workplace is not true, and they are also suggesting that if that stereotype 
continues, it could bring negative consequences. 
  
In conclusion, Zootopia is a movie that, despite being from Disney, has many important messages 
about gender.  The creators of the film show a lot of gender stereotypes, both of men and 
women.  They do not fight the stereotype that men are not emotional, but they challenge the many 
stereotypes that I found about women: that they are not able to handle high positions at work, that 



they are not ambitious and that they receive the same treatment in the workplace.  For this reason, 
we can say that it is a feminist film that empowers women.  I think it is very important to talk about 
this topic, because gender roles and stereotypes could change thanks to this type of movies, since 
they have children as the audience, and they are the future.  If they begin to see that a little bunny 
can become a police officer, they may think the same thing about a woman becoming a president, 
without seeing it as something unusual, abnormal or impossible. 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

Analysis of Gender in Beauty and the Beast 

by Fatimah Alyousef 
  
Many people believe that women should not concentrate on education, and they should take care 
more about their beauty and marriage instead. “Beauty and the Beast” disagrees with the standard 
view that women must not be educated, as it gives a great example of Belle in the movie. This movie 
was created for all age groups by Gary Trousdale and Kirk Wise in 1991. It is popular all over the 
world, and it took the 30th Disney animated feature film. The movie “Beauty and the Beast” supports 
the traditional thinking of males as they “wear masks” as Reiner said, and they do not show their 
emotions, and it supports the stereotype that marriage definitely will make women happy. However, 
the creators of this movie disagree with the common belief that the beautiful girl has a beautiful look, 
and they challenge the stereotype that women should not be educated, and they should just worry 
about their beauty. 
  
“Beauty and the Beast” movie supports the stereotype that men hide their emotions. First and 
foremost, from the name of the movie “Beauty and the Beast”, the creator of it called the hero “Beast” 
as the man who “wears masks” as Andrew Reiner noted in his essay “Teaching Men to Be Emotionally 
Honest, and no one knows his emotions. Reiner is a professor who teaches men to be emotionally 
honest instead of hiding their emotions. The beast is a lonely man setting in the palace, and he does 
not have friends. Therefore, he does not express his emotions to anyone, so that proves the 
stereotype about males. Secondly, when Belle found a surprise from the beast, which is a room full of 
books, that shows the kindness of the beast even if he looks like a monster. Despite that he does not 
express himself to Belle, he gave her a gift instead. Even that the movie shows that men hide their 
emotions, the directors seem to disagree with that. At the end of the movie, the mask is removed 
from the beast after he found his love, and then he told Belle why he looked like a beast. However, he 
did not tell her from the beginning about the sadness that he feels, but if he expressed his emotions 
earlier, he might get assistance much faster. Therefore, that is an advice from the creator for men to 
express their emotions to someone could help them. 
  
This movie gives viewers the idea that women will be happy after marriage. In the past, many people 
encouraged girls to marry as it is a fundamental reason that makes them pleased. Almost all girls in 
Belle’s town want to marry because they think they will end up having a happy life when they get 
married. An obvious illustration from the movie, when Geston told Belle that he wants to marry her, 
she refused, so her sisters and the rest of the girls in her town found Belle as a weird person because 
marriage will make her happy, but she does not accept that. Moreover, At the end of the story, when 
Belle got married to the Beast, it is said, she lived “happily ever after.” This is a standard view about 
marriage, and these two evidences from the movie prove that the creators agree with this claim. I 
disagree with this idea because it is not always true that when women get married, she will end up 
getting a better and happier life. 



  
This movie criticizes the traditional thinking that beauty is just found in the appearance. Many people 
believe that girls must take more care of their looks and beauty to be pretty. As an illustration from 
the movie, when Belle’s oldest sister saw her reading a book, she said, “No one will want you! Look at 
your hair. You look like a servant girl!” so she thinks that beauty just in the look. Nevertheless, the 
director of the movie believes that physical beauty is not a critical reason for a girl to be beautiful. The 
movie challenges this idea by noted that “beauty is found within” as the narrator mentioned in the 
beginning of the movie by giving the message directly to the viewers. It means beauty is in the soul, 
and it is not just in appearance. The director wants to teach viewers, particularly females, that they do 
not have to worry a lot about their beauty if they have a great soul. 
  
The creator of the movie disagrees with the common belief that women should not be educated and 
learn, and they should be concerned about their beauty instead. Belle’s sisters said to her, “Your nose 
is always in a book,” and then they said, “She looks such a mess,” so they think that she should not 
read and inform. She, however, must take care of her look. Many people, especially in the past, think 
about educated girls as a weird person. As a clear example from the movie, people in Belle’s town 
always describe her as “outsider,” “peculiar,” “dreamy,” and “odd” because she loves reading books. 
Also, they said about her, “it’s not right for a woman to read.” On the other hand, the movie shows 
the opposite to the viewers as Belle, the educated girl who always reads, got a happy life at the end. 
To further illustrate, Belle is almost the only character in the movie who is an educative person 
because she reads a variety of books. As a result, she found happiness in her life. 
  
To conclude, most people think that movies, TV shows, and series are just considered as 
entertainment. However, almost every movie has a message or more to give to viewers besides 
entertainment. “Beauty and the Beast” is a movie that has several massages. The creator agrees with 
some of the common beliefs and disagrees with other beliefs. For instance, the movie shows the 
stereotype about men that they have to hide their emotions, but it advises men to talk about their 
emotions to someone they trust. It also supports the claim that marriage will make women happy. 
Nonetheless, it disagrees with the idea that beauty just in the appearance, and women should not 
learn. While people are watching popular cultures, they should try to find a massage that can benefit 
them in addition to having fun. As far as I am concerned, learning is an essential part of any person’s 
life, whether men or women. 
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