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Baby Boomers All Grown Up 

by Kiyana Bacon 
  
The topic of baby boomers, discussed in the daily news, has caught my interest due to the negative 
effects the generation supposedly has on society. My knowledge of the baby boomer generation is 
fueled by the lessons taught in the history courses taken in the past. I am aware that after World War 
II, many people began to settle down and start a family. This eventually resulted in a lot of births 
during one time period which is known as the baby boomer generation. The discussion about the 
generation of baby boomers on the news and my economic class about how this generation puts a 
negative stress on health care and retirement homes allowed me to think beyond that aspect of the 
generation having a negative impact on society and more towards how does being born in a 
generation of baby boomers in the United States have an effect on their sense of identity? The 
generation of baby boomers has gone through numerous events in their life from the creation of the 
baby booming generation to the end result of those changes. They undermined old certainties, 
rebelled against traditional identity formations, lived through vast cultural changes, struggled to find 
themselves, and have been shaped according to the result of those changes.  
             
Baby Boomers consist of anyone born in the time periods between 1946 and 1964. After World War II, 
birth rates spiked across the world because after the war had ended, people were finally able to start 
the families they had wanted but had put off due to the war. According to Investopedia, the term baby 
boomer is given to the “77 million babies who were born in the United States” who created a sudden 
spike in the birth rates. This generation of baby boomers “makes up a substantial portion of the 
world’s population.”  Using the Arizona State University’s library catalog, I was able to find other 
resources similar to that of the above information. There I had also found a book that goes in more 
depth with the internal aspect of my research such as the mental conflicts and tolls the time period 
had on their existence. The source of information that was the most beneficial to this research was the 
personal interview I had with my mother, a baby boomer. She provided the personal aspect needed in 
order to answer my inquiry research question. An aspect I couldn’t find, were other opinions regarding 
the sense of identity of those in the baby booming generation and the opinions of the prior 
generations.  
             
The Baby Boomer Generation undermined old certainties of their previous generations. In the time 
period of the Establishments, parents of the Baby Boomers, Women would tend to the house and 
family, wearing dresses because women were not allowed to wear pants out in public, and only 
leaving the house when needed. The men would leave in the morning for work and arrive back at the 
household with dinner already prepared for them by their wives. According to Bacon, a baby boomer, 
the Establishments had a certain way of thinking and a specific way of doing tasks that should not be 
questioned because the answer was simply “that was the way tasks has always been done and how it 
works.”  The interview allowed me to have a personal insight on what the daily life consisted of during 
that time period. This is important in my research because it gives me a foothold to stand on when 
comparing the two generations. The interview provides the perspective and experience of being a 
baby boomer and having parents with the knowledge and experience of their own generation.   
             



In regards to the Establishments having their own method in life, Baby Boomers challenged the 
societal norms associated with the time period of their parents. The book, Baby Boomers and Popular 
Culture: An Inquiry into America’s Most Powerful Generation, written by Brian Cogan, touches upon the 
generation between the baby boomers and the previous generations, as well as, the effects associated 
with the gap. Cogan emphasizes baby boomers “rebelled against and rejected the traditional identity 
formation of the generations that preceded them” (386).  Baby boomers questioned the methods of 
their establishments and disagreed with their parents’ way of lifestyle. The women in the Baby 
Booming generation “are much more likely to have lived in independent lives, been head of 
households and worked,” explains Greenblatt, the author of Aging Population. The information found in 
these resources provides evidence that the Baby Booming generation challenged previous generations 
which is very helpful to me and aids in the next process of my research, which is the effects and 
changes the rebellion had, as well as, the new trends that were born due to those changes.  
             
In addition to rebelling against their parents’ ways and wishes, this generation also experienced all the 
changes that resulted from the rebellion as well as advancement in technology. In the 1960’s the style 
in which women and men represented themselves changed from long skirts and wide ties to short 
skirts and skinny ties. Women began to show more skin with the bikini being invented as well as the 
trend of shorter skirts and smaller, tighter clothing. While questioning Ms. Bacon during the interview, 
she mentions there was a time period where “I would leave home with a long skirt and when I would 
arrive at school, I would roll up my skirt to make it shorter to fit with the fashion trend. Then when 
school was over, on the bus ride home I would unroll my skirt to the previous length before my 
parents found out.” In order to fit in with the trend of her generation and not upset her parents, Bacon 
had to change and fix her clothes. This gives me insight into how living during her generation was 
when the two generations had different views and perspectives on how life should be. Clothes weren’t 
the only items to change. The technology of electronics had advanced and changed their lifestyle as 
well. Corgan informs, “Electronic media environment dominated by television undermined the old 
certainties about the integrated, inner-directed self of print culture” as well as “forms of popular 
culture, science fiction films, and television programs” (386). The technological advancement created 
a huge change for the baby boomer generation that furthered  the generation gap between them and 
the previous generation of their parents.  
             
As a result of all the changes and advances in the baby boomer generation, this caused an internal 
struggle. The fast paced changes in the way women and men represented themselves as well as an 
advancement in electronic media furthered the gap between their generation and the generations that 
preceded them creating room for internal struggle. According to Corgan, “baby boomers struggled to 
find themselves, searching for authenticity and the true self” (386). This generation differed from that 
of their parents and did not have a guide when entering a world with new changes that no one has 
ever experienced. . The electronic media insinuated a distinction between what was familiar to them 
and what was different which helped defined the meaning of what is to be human. During the 
generation of baby boomers, “people expressed their own ways and challenged the establishment. 
Parents of the previous generation only looked at the appearance and not the person as a whole. They 
looked at us as if there was something wrong with us for being different” exclaims Bacon. The 
personal feelings attached with this statement creates strong evidence for the sense of identity in my 
inquiry research. The old certainties being challenged created a loss of trust between the two 
generations insinuating an internal struggle for the baby boomers.  
  
Correspondingly to the rebellion, cultural changes, and internal struggle, Baby boomers have been 
shaped as a result of these events. The rebellion of the war and civil rights as well as self-expression, 
cultural changes in representation such as clothes and technology, and the internal has developed 
more of a social consciousness. These events created an awareness of what is going on outside of the 
small world of one’s life. Bacon informs she was more “interested in other viewpoints but did not lose 
herself on the way like others had.” She would listen to the opinions of those who rebelled because 
she was interested in the different perspectives but she did not let the words they spoke change her 
own perspective nor persuade her. Bacon also states “the technological advancements were good in 
the long run because it allowed for tasks to be done faster leaving time to spend with the family which 
helps close the gap between the generations.” In the interview, Bacon mentions the thought that of 
whether if other people outside of her family would be more accepting of how she would dress but she 
did not let that change her sense of identity, thus providing me with an answer to the inquiry research 
question I proposed.  



  
Researching an answer for my inquiry question has confirmed and validated any thoughts and 
knowledge I have had about the baby boomer generation prior to research. In the inquiry research 
process, I had the question of how does being born in a generation of baby boomers in the United 
States have an effect on their sense of identity? The rebellion against the old certainties and the 
cultural changes created an internal struggle of uncertainty and a need of a search for an identity. The 
mix of all three experiences results in a more developed consciousness making people more aware of 
what is going on in the world outside of one’s life. The interview was the best source of information in 
the whole research processes providing me with insight into what the lifestyle was like personally as 
well as background information in depth. If I could change one thing about the research process, I 
would love to have more interviews to see the different perspectives of other baby boomers. Overall, I 
am satisfied with the research process and results.  
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A Too Often Ignored Past 

by Elijah Ryal Patterson 
  
As with any other language, there exists a period of time where words and their associated meanings evolve. These may 
not be drastic changes, but they do serve as an opportunity for the people using the word to have a change in their 
thinking. These changes include how the word is perceived and what responses the term evokes within its intended 
audience. In America, words such as the “N-word” carry with them a long history of pain and suffering. The N-word was 
used to dehumanize African slaves and African Americans in an attempt to not only establish a social hierarchy, but also 
ironically added value to slaves who weren’t valued for being human, but as objects to put to use, and eventually attempt 
to hinder black peoples’ advancement in society. Through close examination, it’s interesting how an originally 
Spanish/Portuguese term, meaning “black,” could evolve in such a way that it would live on to tell a story of American 
prejudice, one that will never be forgotten. 
  
Nigger is one of the most infamous words in the English language. With the passage of time, popular culture has 
recognized the term’s ability to spread hatred and bigotry, so individuals often defer, referring to the term in a 
euphemistic manner (Webster). However, this hasn’t always been the case. According to the Merriam Webster Dictionary, 
the term “nigger” was an “alteration of earlier negar, from Middle French negre, from Spanish or Portuguese negro, all 
meaning black, from Latin niger (Webster).” It wasn’t until later in history that the term would evolve from being a way to 
label a color, then to a darker complexioned person, and eventually becoming another component in the process of 
dehumanizing African slaves, and later, African-Americans.  
  
In 1619, John Rolfe coined the term as he was describing African slaves from a boat that had accidentally landed at Rolfe’s 
location. When Rolfe first used the word, he spelled it “negar,” this different spelling attributed to the variation of literary 
standards in the 17th century (Hiatt & Everipedia). His usage of the word did not immediately imply or invoke a feeling 
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attributed toward racism; instead, it described a group of darker-complexioned people. In fact, from analysis of various 
sources and original usage of the word, historians deducted that the term acquired its derogatory connotation when it 
was first used by white Americans. The N-word was a way for white people, especially those directly involved in the 
trafficking of African-slaves, to dehumanize them and perpetuate their existence as lesser-than objects. Because of this 
dichotomous change, referring to an African American in this modern era as a “nigger” is perceived as racist and incites 
anger, frustration and pain within those it references. Doing so removes the humanistic qualities from an individual and 
places them in position of inferiority. As the term reoccurs throughout American history, it becomes apparent that the use 
of the N-word would eventually establish a “racist hierarchy” that would hinder an African Americans ability to advance 
in society (Hiatt). These slaves, stripped of their homeland, families, and culture, were forced to adapt to a repulsive 
environment that treated them poorly. Maintaining this shaping piece of American history, how could one expect a 
positive response from African Americans when referred to as niggers? These were men, women, and children, all viewed 
as members of a sub-species that wasn’t quite animalistic, but not quite human either; therefore, the African people 
became “niggers.”  
  
Because slaves were just objects for sale, the N-word became a marketing tool that primarily resonated with white 
Americans, who could use it to purport the sub-human construction of the slave. For example, the Aughinbaugh Canning 
Co. of Mississippi marketed its canned oysters as “Niggerhead Oysters” (The Root). A number of unknown  reasons 
remain as to why the company chose to include such a derogatory term in their marketing; however, the importance lies 
with who the product was truly intended for. Usage of the N-word would only appeal to a white consumer base--not to 
mention that the majority of the South in the United States has commonly been referred to as the “birth-land” of racism in 
America. It only makes sense to use a term that most people would recognize, especially if the consumers used the term 
themselves. If “niggers” tended to the fields of their white slave masters, then there was obviously some value in owning a 
slave. Moreover, as blunt as it may seem, owning slaves equated to having money. Despite Niggerhead Oysters’ branding 
having no direct involvement with slave trading, this attraction of a certain consumer base and persuasion of slaves’ 
monetary value existed just beyond their marketing practice.. A similar effect occurred with products that did not 
explicitly use the N-word, a common example being Aunt Jemima’s pancake mix and syrup. Depicting a black woman 
named “Aunt Jemima,” the logo and packaging of their products perpetuates a racial stereotype: black women and 
servitude (The Root). Uncle Ben’s Brand is another. “First depicted in 1946 as a domestic servant with a bow tie, Uncle 
Ben brings to mind Jim Crow. ‘Uncle’ was a common appellation used in the South to refer to an older black male slave or 
servant (The Root).” Both being fictional characters who played roles in the marketing world, Aunt Jemima and Uncle Ben, 
if they had been real people, existed at a time and place where it wouldn’t have been out of the vernacular to be referred 
to as the N-word. Nevertheless, this marketing strategy still appealed to its white consumers, pushing an agenda that not 
only viewed blacks as inferior to whites, but also spread bigotry and hatred, both being values that mostly appealed to the 
character and beliefs of slave owners.  
  
 In 1835, a judge authorized the bill of sale of a young 16-year-old girl who had been sold into slavery. Her name was Polly 
and the judge described  her as being, “yellow complexioned with black eyes” (Smithsonian). That young girl was sold for 
$600, having zero control of where she would end up. As the director of the Smithsonian puts it, “She had no idea what the 
future was going to hold for her. The bill itself really is something simple, but to realize it’s something about a person 
makes it very powerful” (Smithsonian). While this bill of sale didn’t refer to the young girl as simply being a “nigger”, the 
fact that slaves were seen as objects for sale, and the absurd fact that you could receive a receipt for your purchase, only 
adds more to the true intentions behind the agenda of white slave owners. They labeled something they saw as being less 
than human and used it to market their products.  Much like slaves being viewed as objects for sale, Niggerhead Oysters 
was another product for sale on market shelves. However, after much pressure from the NAACP, in 1955, they forced the 
Aughinbaugh Canning Co. to replace the term “nigger” with the word “negro” (The Root). Somehow, the word “negro” was 
less racially charged in the eyes of the African American community and therefore its usage was much more widely 
accepted. But why? There still remained a level of racism behind the use of the word and it definitely still appealed to its 
white audience, but because a black established organization saw the term as less racially charged, it therefore made it 
“okay” to be used in marketing and other forms of communication. In part, I believe that because African Americans used 
the word among themselves, they were in-a-sense degrading the term and stripping it of its racists power. Doing so was 
an attempt to redefine the term for their own usage. Now commonly referred to as “nigga”, this was another evolvement 
of the term which still partially carried its racist power, but has been used in a less offensive manner and openly used 
through  a variety of mediums.   
  
The term “nigga” or the phrase “my nigga” is commonly used within the African American community, and as mentioned 
before, is seen as less racially charged. Because of this, the usage of the term has expanded beyond just the realm the 
African American community, and used in conversation among people who aren’t of color. The phrase “my nigga” or 
simply “nigga”, is a way to refer to your partner who goes with you through the thick and thin--someone who will help 
you out no matter the situation. Moreso, it is a term of endearment towards your friends and family (Lester). Rappers 
such as YG have taken this term of endearment and used it to their advantage in the creation of music. In his song “My 



Nigga”, YG raps about how much he appreciates those he views as friends and family, and the sacrifices he’s willing to 
make for loved ones. 
  
First things first I love all my niggas 
This rap shit cracked and I involve all my niggas 
I’d die for my motherf***n niggas 
Jump in front a bullet for my motherf***n niggas 
On the stand I’d lie for my motherf***n niggas  
Rob a bank I’d drive for my motherf***n niggas…. 
  
This constant repetition of the N-word through YG’s rap song emphasizes his care for the ones he sees as loyal and as 
friends and family. This new spin on the N-word with the use of a soft “a” instead of the hard “r” takes a different effect on 
its audience and offers a less racially charged appeal. Instead of appealing to an audience who finds value in the 
ownership of slaves and the dehumanization of human beings, the adoption of the term “nigga” by the African American 
community offers an out, and makes a different appeal--one that appeals to its audiences value of things such as loyalty, 
friendship, courage, and bravery. All of these appeals can be seen as reflected through YG’s song and his willingness to 
perform bold actions for the ones he loves and cares for.  
  
Joseph Conrad’s novella Heart of Darkness as well as Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn are two other instances where the 
use of the N-word is prevalent throughout their text. In the case of Joseph Conrad, whose descriptions of Africa as the 
antithesis of Europe and civilization, one can only realize that his reference to Africans as savages and viewed as menaces 
to society only adds to the appeal of bigotry and hatred, as felt by his white audience at the time. Furthermore, these 
appeals that his audience values are related back to other figures in history, such as Rudyard Kipling, whose view of 
blacks as being “half devil and half child”, add further evidence for the dehumanization of African slaves and this need to 
“train” them in preparation to be part of their society (Kipling). This isn’t to say that African slaves would be included or 
treated equally, but white men saw them as needing to be fixed in order to be put to use in a white man’s world. However, 
films such as 12 Years a Slave, address this fantasy that white men and woman thought to be true. That is, “Throughout 
the 12 years which Solomon spent in captivity, he had to fight against the restless and brutal attempts of white oppressors 
to force him to embody the most bizarre of all racist fantasies: the existence of a different type of species- not quite an 
animal; not quite a human- which they called “niggers” (Abreu).” As a modern film directed to reenact the feeling of being 
present during these gruesome times in American history, as analyzed through the film, you gain a better understanding 
to the black response of being referred to as a “nigger” as the well as a response from today’s white people. White 
audience members may feel very uncomfortable when they see the portrayal of their white ancestors using the 
derogatory term in such a gruesome manner. The film targets its audiences appeal to pathos to the point that white 
people themselves, would rather not have any association with its derogatory usage, especially given that our modern 
society would agree that term offers pain, suffering and a list of  emotions that no individual deserves to experience 
through life. I, myself, as an African American audience member watching the film, could feel the pain and suffering of the 
slaves as portrayed through the role-playing of actors. Hearing the N-word recklessly swung throughout the film really 
gets you as an audience member thinking and asking questions such as, "who was the true savage, the slave or the white 
man"?  
  
While there is much more to be said about the history of the N-word, we as a society can only continue to reflect on the 
effects the term had on its audience, which includes both blacks and whites. While the white usage and adoption of the 
term will continue to bother and ache the bones of those who suffered through its oppressive and bigoted power, I 
personally believe that the African American appropriation of the term with the use of “nigga”, no matter how hard we 
try, will never erase its racist history. Even today, sadly there are those who use the term to degrade others, as means to 
put them down and feel as though they are less than what they truly are. However, this was the intention of the terms 
creators, and it’s painful to agree that they were successful. While it is an unfortunate realization to make amends with, it 
is a true reflection of the American reality. I believe it would be best that we try not to forget its history and rather let it 
serve as a reminder to why we should build each other up, not tear each other down.  
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Raising a Non-Conformist for the Next Generation 

by Leilani Jimenez 
 

Was accompanied by a PPT slide presentation** 
  

Proposal  
Parental communities are sometimes conflicted by competition. There’s irony in applying hierarchies to 
assert superiority of style against the “mainstream” alternatives. “Non-conformist attitudes” present the 
illusion of choice and individuality, as illustrated here, in which rigid sub-culture guidelines ostracize 
mass-mentality.  
  
            Did you vote during the last local election? Did you vote yes on that petition to ban school 
uniforms at the local elementary school? Did you writethat petition? It was probably between your kid’s 
morning assembly (which you faithfully organized after setting coffee in the teacher’s lounge, where 
you recently started attending PTA meetings). Speaking of, where did you get that friggin’ sweet eco-
sustainable coffee cup? You must take your coffee black. You know your coffee. Not Starbucks, that’s 
for sure. An honest rejection of the norm as a parent requires opening yourself up to new concepts, 
like attending PTA meetings regularly and playing the Rolling Stones for that solid nine months in the 
womb. Getting to know your child’s music taste will take a lot of planning. Much better planning than 
this cream or sugar stuff. 
            Essentially, it’s about deciding what’s best and worst for your child. Do you know anything 
about the culture of punk? This knowledge will provide the essence of non-conformity, which you will 
live and die by. If not, that’s a clear indication of the “worst” happening: none of the other parents will 
respect you. Ryan’s parents are throwing that birthday bash at the art and culture museum next 
month and his mom was a riot grrrl and you’ve got nothing but Kathleen Hanna on vinyl. (PLEASE 
make sure you own vinyl but only make subtle hints. Never befriend the parent that makes a big deal 
and thinks vinyl’s kitsch. It is not kitsch.) Keep that reputation clean, and be careful with whom you 
associate. Also critical: know your child. “What’s best?” is the eternal question. Only a mother knows, 
as the familiar adage goes, but fathers do too of course (and the cards): Calculate your child’s 
appropriate zen with aura readings, which are perfect photos substitutes for the family picture album. 
If the aura colors look too much like the next guy’s, try playing better music. Know any songs by the 

http://www.theroot.com/
http://www.theroot.com/offensive-racial-images-used-for-marketing-1790874676
http://www.indiewire.com/2014/02/12-years-a-slave-and-the-white-fantasy-of-a-new-species-162104/
http://www.online-literature.com/kipling/922/
http://www.online-literature.com/kipling/922/
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/fall-2011/straight-talk-about-the-nword


Ramones? “I Wanna be Sedated” and “Blitzkrieg Bop” don’t count. If not, your child is looking ultra-
conformist. Hopefully you answered yes and HECK YESI only like their earlier stuff anywayto both of those 
questions or you’re probably raising a kid who watches cable television and carries a fidget spinner. 
You are raising a monster. 
            Escaping the mass mentality will assure that your higher pursuit is true punk, including 
choices to teach your child to read before all of the other kids and wear only cotton hemp blends. (It’s 
coming back in style, and your child has to be into it and over it by next week. Start now.) But amidst 
all of the critical life decisions you might make for your child, there is always the possibility he or she 
won’t become a liberal arts major in philosophy. This is relatively low risk if you play Proust (in 
French, mon petit cool thing) from a cassette player during the regulated sleep cycles, but if it does, 
that sure is a major bummer. Take the time to destress with eco-farm social yoga and reassert 
alignment with the universe. 
            On second thought, were you ever aligned in the first place? Something’soff. You might think 
you’re a good parent, but don’t you remember the time you didn’t have the heart to tell your 
neighbor’s kid his cartwheels sucked and you gave him a high-five instead? Or the time the store clerk 
said cash only and you gave hima high-five? That doesn’t seem like adulting of very sound judgement 
or even like someone who understands the decency of appropriate palm to palm contact. 
            According to the revered psychoanalysis of Freud, children exposed to lax parenting and 
overindulgence are more likely to possess poor self-control and develop tendencies toward narcissism. 
This happens a lot when you forget if the preventative techniques against excessive grooming were 
from the therapist or the veterinarian, and helicopter over Catalie Portman instead. Wait, you have a 
cat? Since when did you own a cat? You do have a kid, right? (I’m just worried about your working 
like this: your memory’s a little shaky.) 
            Looking through the PTA calendar can be a good indication of your proportional involvement, 
a big chunk of your intrinsic value as a parent. Is your name first or last on the docket? Is it just 
alphabetical, or is your name penciled in--or hey wait notyour name (it’s Jerry’s he joined last week and 
Kenny likes him a lot more)? Do you receive any bulletin in the mail from the local elementary school? 
This can be a good indication of whether or not you actually signed up. This can be a good indication if 
you do own the cat. 
            Don’t get yourself down about the judgement to come. No parent actually knows what they’re 
doing. You just gotta fake it ‘til you become it. Even with all of the parental commitments to 
intellectual success through non-conformity and aura readings, the future is largely a muddled mess 
of salmonella cupcake mistakes and bad psychics. You may find yourself best known for parent 
committee participation, as chief executive of Wednesday tai chi carpool, acting as group text 
messager for birthday get-togethers, cutting Deborah off at the stop light, or making origami lanterns 
for the New Year’s parade--so how do you know? There’s no single indication of the role you’ll end up 
taking, but my money’s on the stoplight. It’s not like your kid needs perfect attendance as an 
indication of self worth, so turn up the Sonic Youth album, kool thing. 
  
  

Humor Essay Self-Evaluation 
  

            Before writing this essay, I was severely intimidated about using humor. I was worried that I 
might not even find an essay that was funny enough (a fear that became increasingly strong over 
the almostfutile course of two hours).  While I smile and laugh plenty, only certain comedians and 
writers compel me to legitimately laugh. Cringe-y works run aplenty, though. I feared 
being that writer. Interestingly, however,  I found that most feedback on my draft wasn’t a critique of 
failed wit, but did recognize travesties of humor (which eventually made a point, but not before 
forcing the reader to sort through much confusion). This isn’t too far, actually, from the criticism I 
generally receive: the writing gets too wordy/flowery and muddles the point, the order feels a little 
off, this transition could improve if (...). I understand how these critiques come about, however, as I 
don’t usually rely on outlines and begin flying the plane as I construct it instead. (It makes sense that 
this would shake the flow and add turbulence to the first go.) 
  
The most difficult part following my model decision was picking a subject: Self-awareness is generally 
the subject I like to write about. The paper was too good. To refer back to the plane analogy, I knew 
that my options were to either outline or endure more severe rough draft stages. Working to my favor 



was the structure provided by the model. One might figure that this would significantly alleviate my 
struggle. Not entirely the case: I’d write one-paragraph at a time, sure, but realized that my parallel 
used much longer paragraphs and that I would never be able to use Colin Nissan’s article as a guide 
paragraph-by-paragraph. Additionally, the rhetorical techniques I’d analyzed were out of order, so I 
couldn’t simply use the first five body paragraphs. The more awkward humor surfaced in that 
realization, after the first few paragraphs.  
  
Although I felt like I had a solid grasp of the rhetorical strategy that made Nissan’s essay funny, 
translating those techniques wasn’t always so simple. For instance, I also struggled in writing about 
this hypothetical cat: The idea responded to paragraph 5 of Nissan’s essay, where he very seriously 
introduces the definition of an identity crisis and (my favorite part:) implies that Best Buy employees 
must question their life decisions. I wanted to mimic that indirect assertion with a similar verb phrase 
that supports the image leading into the punchline. In his essay, Nissan identifies when an identity 
crisis may occur, writing, “This happens a lot when you catch a glimpse of your Best Buy name tag.” 
The writing placed the reader in this false position, which is why I wanted to include “when you 
remember that…” as an abrupt re-identification of where the audience stands, while also creating an 
image. My mind overflowed with objectives. (I wanted to mimic Nissan’s almost flippant tone as well, 
but ended up rereading his piece to the point of indistinction.) I followed the first part of the 
paragraph easily, and chose to explore narcissism. The sentence I wrote was far too embarrassing to 
re-condemn to the page here. It confused everyone, and even though I had general objectives in my 
own mind, I struggled to juggle them all and confused myself. It’s frustrating when my intent 
becomes so blurred (or as Taylor also described in comments, “muddled.”) As I try to describe the 
experience, I’m reminded of Twister. It felt like playing with too many close-reaching limbs (the limbs 
emblematic of my perceived capacity as a writer).  
  
Forming a solution took a lot of pining for correct word choice. It involved total reconstruction. (I 
mostly made the effort because I had another friend read my paper and he liked how I connected it 
with the following paragraph.) I simplified the parallel to a few words and played around with the 
paragraph for maybe 20 minutes before it began to feel salvageable. (That feeling is intrinsic to my 
confidence in a piece.) I generally know where my writing is weakest in essays, but it takes a lot of 
rearranging and searching for the right word to clarify the idea that feels so clear in my head.  
Post-humor-essay, I’m more confident having followed my peers’ advice and worked 
through veryconfusing statements. Last week, I wanted to preface every read with a warning of cringe-
worthiness to come, but have less of an urge to do so now. I know now that I can achieve something 
close to humor. It’ll take a while, but as with any writing, you get there eventually. (“You is not used 
literally here, but just for ease of simplicity which has ironically developed into an additional 
sentence.) Writing with humor is difficult to pull off, and extremely satisfying when it feels effortless 
and doesn’t invoke any unnecessary struggle for the reader. It takes considerable amounts of editing, 
I’ve found, to achieve that impression. 
 
 
 

The Sublime Scare 

by Emily Wescott 
  
A young couple, engrossed in the scary movie they are watching, cling to each other in fear. Suddenly, a ghost pops onto 
the screen with a loud shout and the partners scream in terror. Still, they continue to watch the movie together. 
Afterwards, they discuss how much they loved the movie and would see it again. Even though the movie was intended to 
scare them (and was successful), they still enjoyed watching the film; it seems contradictory to human nature that they 
would enjoy this movie. In his work “The Sublime and the Beautiful”, Edmund Burke discusses how humans’ fear of that 
which is large and incomprehensible, or as he calls it the sublime, causes people to gain interest in that which has the 



potential to harm them. By contextualizing Burke’s statements about the sublime with H. P. Lovecraft’s popular horror 
story “The Call of Cthulhu”, it becomes clear how the power, sensation, and culture of horror stories affect people.  
According to Edmund Burke, there are two types of aesthetic objects which evoke human emotions. The first is the 
beautiful or anything that gives people pleasure and brings out positive emotions. Additionally, Burke discusses what he 
calls the sublime. The sublime is anything that is so great, powerful, or unknown that causes fear. He describes how our 
fear (specifically fear of death) that is derived from the sublime is far more powerful than any object of beauty could be. 
Most importantly, Burke analyzes how humans derive pleasure from observing the sublime, specifically from a safe 
distance. Specifically, he discusses how humans are strongly compelled by that which they fear but know cannot hurt 
them (Burke, 256-261). Although the word sublime itself is no longer used in this context, the Burke’s ideas about 
people’s interaction with the sublime can still be seen in modern day.  
  

Power 
            Power structures and a feeling of powerlessness are vital to the construction of horror stories. An example of this is 
“The Call of Cthulhu” which follows the story of a man named Francis Wayland Thurston who is discovering the horrors 
and wonders of a god-like creature called Cthulhu. Upon discovering the notes of his deceased uncle, Thurston begins to 
be curious about this creature that is described as a monstrous combination of an octopus, a dragon, and a human (Davis, 
Fig. 1). After further research and discovering the studies of others, he discovers there is more to this mystery than meets 
the eye; there are several reports of mass hysteria, and Thurston catches word of an all-male cult that worships the “Great 
Old Ones.” Eventually, a sailor named Johansen dies after discovering the nightmarish, non-Euclidean city of R’lyeh, the 
home of Cthulu. Overwhelmed by their intense curiosity and confusion, Johansen’s crew is lured closer, and they 
accidently release Cthulhu. In the end, they are all killed by the creature. (Lovecraft, 36-61) 
            The creature Cthulhu himself is something that Burke would likely consider to be sublime. Accordingly, he states 
that there is “...nothing sublime, which is not some modification of power. And this branch rises, as naturally as the other 
two branches, from terror...” (Burke, 258). Cthulhu, the godly being, is the pure representation of power, a god-like and 
incomprehensible being that enjoys nothing more than to kill. The city in which Cthulhu dwells also follows the guidelines 
Burke for what would be as sublime, as Burke describes that any geometrical plane with a rugged, uneven surface can 
support the unease that people feel when viewing the sublime (Burke, 260). Because of this, the tropes Lovecraft used in 
creating the city helped to expand the sublimeness of his story.  
  
According to Mark D. Griffiths, our obsession with the horror stories may have something to do with pent up aggression 
that we may have (Griffiths, 1). By watching these movies, Humans are able to feel more powerful as they watch fictional 
beings in power. That is one reason why humans are so fascinated with the sublime. Things that are powerful, especially 
from the safety of a living room or movie theater, can make the viewer feel more powerful in turn. This explains why 
people have such a fond love of Cthulhu. In addition, Thurston describes that, the more he learns, the less he wants to 
know about Cthulhu (Lovecraft, 48). Despite this, Thurston continues to learn more and more about the creature due to 
its immense power and intrigue. Thurston consistently seeks after power even though he is afraid of it and cannot 
understand it. This is the power that the sublime can have. 
  

Sensation 
Later in his article, Griffiths goes on to say that some people enjoy being scared because of the adrenaline rush it gives 
them. These people are deemed sensation seekers as they actively look from something that will give them any sort of 
sensation whether negative or positive (Griffiths, 1). This would be a likely explanation for the motivation behind 
Thurston in “The Call of Cthulhu” due to the fact that he is constantly going after Cthulhu and finding people that know 
about the monster, although he is afraid. Thurston, and the readers following along with his story, search for that which 
terrifies them because they are sensation seekers. 
An example of this is when Johansen, the sailor, stumbles upon the horrid island of R’lyeh, and with curiosity and intrigue 
washing over them, the crew of the ship cannot help but explore the island.  These adrenaline seekers are inexplicably 
drawn to this island. Although they recognize this great city as something foreign and other worldly, indeed something 
sublime, they still enter the oddly shaped palace. They are drawn into the island by some horrid interest that they 
themselves cannot comprehend. Because of how sublime this city is, the crew cannot help but be curious as to the 
contents within the city. 
  
Burke asserts that “The passion caused by the great and sublime in nature, when those causes operate most powerfully, is 
astonishment; and astonishment is that state of the soul, in which all its motions are suspended, with some degree of 
horror.” (Burke, 257).People constantly seek out and consume scary media in order to feel this sort of astonished 
sensation. The thrill of witnessing the sublime could be enough for these people, whether the experience is positive or 
negative. 



Additionally, it is thought that viewing stories that include a high amount of gore and viscera may be a way for people to 
alleviate aggression (Griffiths, 1). The same is true for why people enjoy violent video games. This is why stories such as 
“The Call of Cthulhu” have such success. The macabre undertones in the story satisfy some innate desire to be violent. 
These are all reasons for people to seek out media that will scare them even though the experience might not initially 
seem pleasurable. 
  

Culture 
Within our culture, we have come to recognize several tropes that come from the horror genre.  L. Andrew Coop said, “To 
earn their readers’ beliefs, “true” ghost stories have to include elements that readers recognize as ghostly, and what 
readers are most likely to recognize are the elements they’ve seen in ghost fictions.” (Cooper, 3). In this way, the culture of 
ghost and horror stories themselves have shaped the way that people view the sublime. The tropes that are so common 
within horror stories have become the norm for what people view to be sublime. These tropes, have changed media 
culture drastically, and it will likely continue to do so as more time goes on. 
Cthulhu, a creature created from the mind of Lovecraft, is now a cultural icon and is featured in several different forms of 
media. It is universally recognized as a symbol of fear and terror with modern day Western culture. An example of this is 
Cthulhu’s use in the introduction of popular existential science fiction show “Rick and Morty” (Roiland, Fig. 2).  Cthulhu is 
used in the introduction as a way to set the stage for the darker undertones of the show. There are several other pieces of 
media that utilize Cthulhu in a similar way. Because of its widespread influence and cult following, Cthulhu as a horror 
icon has continually grown over the past few years. Because the story is so sublime, the popularity of this beloved 
creature will likely continue to grow as “whenever we repeat any idea frequently, the mind, by a sort of mechanism, 
repeats it long after the first cause has ceased to operate.”(Burke, 258) Certainly, this is why books such as “The Call of 
Cthulhu” are able to amass a large fanbase. 
These influences change the way that modern-day culture functions. With the rise of scary movies, novel, and video 
games, the influence of what would be considered sublime greatly increases. It is not uncommon to see a poster for a 
horror movie, or merchandise for a gory video game within everyday life. Because of this overexposure, the sublime has 
simply become a normal part of society. As this type of media has become more prevalent in society, so has the sublime’s 
influence over modern day culture. 
  

Conclusion 
There are several different factors that contribute to the way that humans view horror stories and similar media, as 
shown through both Edmund Burke’s “The Sublime and the Beautiful” and through H.P. Lovecraft’s “The Call of Cthulhu.” 
Burke’s ideas about the sublime are a great resource for shedding light on the mysteries of humans’ macabre obsessions 
and the effects they have on people’s conceptions of power, sensation, and culture. His ideas stand true for many of the 
aspects of today’s culture, and the influence of these ideas have changed the way that stories have been crafted. With the 
rise of scary stories, such as “The Call of Cthulhu”, there is no doubt that the sublime have a profound effect on the way the 
media functions. 
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Music Takes a Brutal Beating: Keeping Music Programs in 
Public Education 

by Sabrina Mango 
  
            If it wasn’t for the music program that I was a part of in high school, I wouldn’t be here to 
argue how important music education is. Though I wasn’t aware of it in fifth grade when I decided to 
play the viola, being part of the orchestras in my elementary and high schools gave me something to 
live for; a reason to be alive. Though most people in a band or orchestra don’t necessarily have their 
lives saved by their music program, there are still countless benefits to being part of one. In fifth 
grade when kids get to choose to play an instrument, parents tend to just sign off on the permission 
slip that allows their child to go ahead and play the instrument of their choice. Though there may be 
lots of practicing involved before a kid becomes a decent musician, the screechy, shrieking, 
squeaking, squawking noises coming from the other room are part of the development of a well-
rounded child that only music can uniquely provide. 
Most parents don’t mind sitting through a terrible holiday concert or two. The main problem with 
music and public education is that many schools are cutting music programs to save money. Without 
parental support and pressure, schools will continue these cuts regardless of how beneficial music 
programs are to students. Parents who refuse to let their kid play an instrument or believe that music 
education is not worth the required time or money simply add to this problem. These parents do 
believe that music education is relatively important and has benefits, but they believe more strongly 
that there is simply not enough time or money for music education to exist simultaneously with 
regular academics. Budget cuts paired with the lack of parental support for music programs in school 
are causing school administrators to target what they believe is least important: music education. But 
without this, we will live in a world devoid of well-rounded kids. In order to prevent music programs 
from being cut out of school, parents of kids in school must believe that music education is important, 
and demand their administrators to make change to the way that school funds and time are spent. 
Although it might cost the school additional money, parents need to support public school’s music 
programs because they increase cognitive and social ability, provide an emotional outlet, increase 
standardized test scores, are cost-effective, and allow students to appreciate beauty in humanity. 
  
When a child is given the opportunity to play an instrument throughout their schooling, they gain 
more benefits than just learning how to play the instrument. Laura Brown is a freelance writer and 
editor for PBS, which is a relatively unbiased news source. According to Brown in her article “The 
Benefits of Music Education,” one benefit is that it enhances a child’s spatial intelligence, which is the 
same aspect of the brain that works when problem-solving in mathematics. Other supposed benefits 
are increased IQ and language development. Dr. Rudi Črnčec is a doctor of psychology who works in 
Australia and has made many publications regarding psychological studies. In his article that was 
published in the Journal of Educational Psychology, Črnčec disagrees with Brown when he contends that the 
only benefit that music education has on kids’ brains is spatiotemporal reasoning (587). Regardless of 
whether improved spatiotemporal reasoning is the only benefit to music education, there are still non-
musical benefits as well as musical. Music performance is an act on its own that brings great 
experiences, but some non-musical benefits include making friends and becoming more disciplined. 
Brown argues that music education increases cognitive ability, while Črnčec argues otherwise. 
However, both of them agree that “music for music’s sake is valuable on its own merit” (Brown). 
Though these two arguments oppose each other, they still come to the same conclusion that music is 



important and has benefits, regardless of whether they’re academic or cognitive or musical. Contrary 
to what the popular idea of music education provides, playing an instrument does not directly make 
one smarter (Brown). Despite the fact that there is no direct causation between musical ability and 
cognitive ability, this does not mean that music cannot make a student a better person. Music can 
teach disciplines that make a child more well-rounded. If a child goes home and practices their 
instrument every day after school, this type of discipline can motivate kids to have the same work 
ethic in doing homework. Math problem-solving abilities may not be directly affected by knowing how 
to count rhythms and read notes on lines, but the motivation behind it all is affected, and this is what 
leads musicians into becoming better students as well as people. 
  
No matter whether music education has a real effect on academic ability, music has the power to 
affect each individual in a unique way. Kenneth Phillips is a professor who is part of the National 
Association for Music Education. Phillips has been very involved in the field of music education, and in 
his journal article that was published in the Music Educators Journal,he reports that to some people, it 
seems that music education is a waste of precious time and money if it doesn’t assist in earning a job 
(30). Basically, Phillips is saying that some people think music programs don’t affect your future 
career in the slightest. By focusing solely on careers, these people overlook the idea that academics 
aren’t the only important thing in people’s lives. When kids are bombarded with school and clubs and 
homework and chores, “overwhelming” is a weak word to use to describe how they feel. Sometimes 
it’s hard for kids and teens to handle all the chaos the world is throwing into their lives. Sometimes it’s 
so hard that they feel the only option is death. In a world that continues to grow more gruesome 
every single day, it feels as if there is no way to close the lid on Pandora’s box—but there is a way. A 
practical and obtainable solution to lowering the increasing number of teenage suicides is to offer 
music programs in school, as they give teenagers a sense of purpose and a way to channel emotional 
energy (Phillips 30). Playing music is an alleviating activity where kids and teens can immerse 
themselves in what they hear coming from their instruments. It’s a way for them to express 
themselves and hold onto something that isn’t related to academics. Marci Major is an assistant 
professor of music education and a researcher whose work has been published in theJournal of Research 
in Music Education.In her journal article about how decision-makers decide whether to keep music 
programs or not, Major states that“parents simply want whatever gives their child a competitive edge” 
(18). Although Major makes a compelling point, I cannot accept the overall conclusion that good 
grades and academics are the only important aspects of education. I concede that academics are 
important. As someone who graduated in the top 2% of my class, I have reaped my fair share of 
rewards that my great GPA gave me. But academics aren’t everything. That emotional outlet is 
a necessitywhen students are constantly bombarded with school. Academics are important, but they are 
not the only important thing. Whether music enhances academics is irrelevant because we should be 
able to appreciate it for what it is, and not just because it increases cognitive and academic ability. 
  
Most researchers agree that music education is important both academically and not, but 
administrators seem to believe otherwise. David Conrad is a music educator and a doctoral student in 
educational administration. In his article “American Music Education: A Struggle for Time and 
Curriculum,” he reports that in 2001, the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) act made it so that schools 
would have standardized tests in language arts, science, and mathematics (Conrad 32). Schools have 
started to lose funding, and the only way to prevent more funds from being lost is to assure that high 
standardized test scores are being produced. Evidently, administrators believe the way to assure these 
results is to remove arts such as music from the school curriculum entirely. As Conrad reveals about 
his own school institution, “Our earned reputation as a school that supported music education did not 
stop these program cuts from becoming reality” (31). Even schools that strongly support music 
education are being targeted and taken out. The administrators probably don’t have the strong desire 
to cut out music programs from school. There’s no ill-will when they make the decision to get rid of 
music and other arts programs; they’re not doing it just to do it. Rather, they feel that music 
education is not nearly as important as the rest of the curriculum that the funding goes toward. As 
mentioned before, administrators care about producing high standardized test scores. What they are 
failing to realize is that they are cutting out a potential source of increased productivity! Studies show 
that as the quality of music programs in elementary schools increases, the standardized testing scores 
of those schools increase up to 22 percent (Brown). When seen in this light, it’s obvious how foolish it 
is of the administrators to cut music programs out of school. The schoolboard is attempting to 
compensate for the lack of time in the wrong manner. By trying to “make more time for the tested 
subjects under NCLB,” administrators are actually hurting themselves in the process (Conrad 33). 



Though it may appear counterintuitive to make less time for tested subjects, it’s actually the option 
with more rewards if the administrators give more time to music education because it’s music that 
increases standardized test scores. Since music education is so important, why are administrators 
trying to push it away from our kids and community? 
  
Rather than continue to allow administrators cut out an integral part of society, we must demand 
change from them, so we don’t cause any greater damage to our society than what has already been 
done. Money appears to be a big issue and the core reason why music programs are being cut out of 
school. The goal in mind is to cut music programs out so that there is more school time for subjects 
that are commonly tested on in standardized tests. This action is the wrong action because music 
programs promote higher standardized test scores, so getting rid of music programs is getting rid of a 
student-friendly way to obtain higher test scores. With the same amount of money and time involved, 
music does have a rightful place in school. A music classroom is actually more effective than a normal 
classroom in teaching a large number of kids at once. A band or orchestra is a classroom where 
learning isn’t restricted to a typical classroom size of 20-30 kids, but can involve over 100 (Major 13). 
This classroom setting gives the most bang for the buck for the school, since over a hundred students 
can learn from just one teacher. If money is really a serious issue, then music programs are a way to 
induce learning in a lot of students in the same amount of time with the same amount of resources as 
a regular classroom. 
  
On the off chance that music programs are not as cost effective as they seem, we should weigh the 
costs and benefits of music education. Imagine a world where kids don’t have access to a music 
program. Local schools may have great standardized test scores, but do they have kids who prosper in 
humane, non-academic skills? By sacrificing music for academics, kids will lack the vast amount of 
benefits that music provides. Five sets of ten minutes would be taken away from a music class, 
obliterating it from the school schedule, and those ten minutes would be given to math and science 
and language arts and other classes. Are those ten extra minutes in geometry worth the lifetime’s 
worth of skills learned in a music program? Are high standardized test scores worth a society that 
never learned how to appreciate the art and music and beauty all around us? If choosing music 
because it gives better test scores isn’t a good enough reason, then we should choose music for the 
sake of humanity. As Phillips states, “music is a team effort teaching students to work together 
instead of hurting one another” (30). In other words, music education is worth the time. Can ten extra 
minutes of earth science teach students to be sensitive to human compassion? What class could? 
“Music, of course!” insists Phillips (30). When we look at the facts, music programs are beneficial to 
administrators who are searching for ways to earn higher standardized test scores, and they are also 
beneficial toward those searching for a non-academic outlet that also gives kids skills that will last a 
lifetime. We don’t have to sacrifice humane kids for high standardized test scores. These two things 
are not mutually exclusive. The solution to having both is to keep music programs in school. 
  
It’s in everyone’s best interests to stop cutting music programs from school. The inclusion of music 
education in the curriculum makes kids more well-rounded. In addition to adding quality to academics, 
music by itself is important and can be appreciated for what it is. Most importantly to administrators, 
music education improves standardized testing scores. But besides all of these points, music feeds the 
soul. Music has benefits for everyone; something good comes out of it no matter what the input is. 
Since high test scores are what matter most to administrators, the way to demand change from them 
is to appeal to them through this point. As citizens who want the best for our society, we mustn’t just 
shout louder so our voices can be heard by the administrators, we must shout so that our voices will 
be listened to. We can influence the actions of the schoolboard, but we must play by the rules of their 
board. They want higher standardized test scores? Our cherished music programs can give them 
that—and more. We must contact the schoolboard and tell them our concerns. We must inform others 
and ignite a flame so big that the schoolboard has no choice but to listen to our needs. There is 
strength in numbers. Any kid who has the opportunity to be in a music program could tell you that. As 
parents of kids who will become the future, you must be sure to actively support your child in their 
musical career. Your child will thank you later. As for the schoolboard, find out when the meetings are 
and attend them. To promote a community that supports music, we must be sure to pay attention to 
who we are voting into office in our local elections. We must elect members who appreciate music 
education for all that it is. The decision to cut music programs may be made by the administrators, 
but the community decides who the administrators are. 
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Millennials and The Ways They Can Respond To Antibiotic 
Resistance 

by Charles Marquardt 
  
One of the greatest threats humanity is facing in the twenty-first century is antibiotic resistance. 
Antibiotics, arguably the greatest advancement in medical history, are quickly losing their 
effectiveness to treat diseases and infections due to many factors. Their constant use in our society 
has triggered a basic evolutionary response in bacteria: survival of the fittest. The now resistant 
bacteria, deemed super-bugs, are already taking the lives of thousands of people and there is 
currently no medicine or technology to stop them. In the absence of action this problem will only 
worsen. If humans stick with the course they are headed, millennials, as adults, will face great 
plagues and pandemics that will ravage the Earth. Antimicrobial medication is gradually losing its 
effectiveness. Numerous reports give evidence to support that super bacteria are extremely deadly 
and would be responsible for millions of deaths and billions of dollars of medical expenses, if not more, 
if we continue to further the evolution of infectious microbes. The task is left to millennials to support 
the research scientists are now composing and analyze the possible solutions to the epidemic. 
  
For seventy years humans have been able to rely on antibiotics when bacteria endanger them. This, 
however, will no longer be the case as antibiotic resistance becomes more widespread. Humans, 
unfortunately, are contributing to increased resistance in several ways. It has been observed that, 
“the antibiotic resistance crisis has been attributed to the overuse and misuse of these medications” 
(Ventola). By constantly using these medications, instead of only in severe occasions, humanity is 
responsible for the creation of the super-bug. Without the aid of humans, bacteria would not have 
become this resistant to these the molecules in the medications for perhaps millions of years. The 
deed is done, though, and the evolution humans have caused is irreversible. Decades of prescribing 
medication to patients that did not need it and other forms of misuse have generated diseases that 
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are an immense threat to the public. A professor addresses a common question he is asked, “ʻPeople 
keep asking me, how close are we to going off the cliff,’ says Dr. James Johnson, professor of 
infectious diseases medicine at the University of Minnesota…ʻWe're off the cliff. It's already happening. 
People are dying. It's right here, right now. Sure, it's going to get worse. But we're already there’” 
(Brink). The cliff that Dr. Johnson is referring to is the day that antibiotics will no longer serve any 
purpose, the day common infections are as deadly as MRSA, a formidable form of staph infection. This 
chilling statement from the professor contextualizes how far we have pushed these microbes to 
evolve. Johnson believes that the epidemic is worse than most people realize, and that the problems 
we are currently seeing are only the beginning. What this means for millennials, then, is that the 
number of victims to diseases such as MRSA will increase greatly. Another terrible infection, CRE, is 
“resistant to all 26 antibiotics available in the U.S. to treat infection” (Brink). Whoever contracts this 
infection will have a substantial probability to die because the microbe is prepared to defend itself 
from every medication we have invented to treat it. The only hope for the patients lies in their body’s 
immune system to fight the bacteria. Some people, however, are unlucky, and cannot survive the 
intensity of the disease. Another article states, “In 2013, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention released estimates of how many people in the country die every year from antibiotic 
resistant infections: 23,000. The agency estimates that an additional 15,000 die annually from 
Clostridium difficile, an infection linked to long-term antibiotic use” (McNeill). These numbers increase 
every year, and they will continue if society does not change its habits regarding antibiotic use. The 
more antibiotics are used, the more resistance will build up. A study of urinary infections in women 
done in Norway and Belgium provides evidence of this occurrence.  
  
By studying the relationship between antibiotic sales and the number of recorded patients with 
antibiotic resistant infections, scientists attempted to prove that increased antibiotic use causes an 
acceleration of bacteria evolution. The researchers discovered, “the Belgian sales figures of 
antimicrobial drugs were more than four times as high as the Norwegian ones, and we found parallel 
differences in antibiotic resistance reported by the regional microbiological laboratories” (Christiaens). 
Scientists’ theories of microbial evolution are true, as seen by the sudden occurrence of super-bugs 
and the correlation between antibiotic sale and resistance, which means the number of these microbes 
and fatalities from these diseases will only increase with time. Antibiotic resistance, then, could 
possibly be one of the leading factors towards human extinction as the contagions become more 
severe. If the diseases humans contract will one day be nearly incurable, then significant percentages 
of the human population would die off. Not all bacteria have evolved to be entirely fatal, though, so it 
is not too late for humanity to save itself. It is true that, “We live in a bacterial world where we will 
never be able to stay ahead of the mutation curve. A test of our resilience is how far behind the curve 
we allow ourselves to fall” (Spellberg). Currently we are well behind the curve in terms of having the 
most up-to-date medical treatments for bacteria, but that does not mean humanity is doomed. 
Millennials, who are now entering their adult lives, may have the influence and potential to rid of these 
contagions by supporting attitudes and techniques that would halt furthering resistance in 
bacteria.Some scientists believe that that no matter how we use antibiotics, antibiotic resistance and 
the deadliness of the infections will only worsen with time.  
  
Millennials should be greatly concerned because antibiotic resistant bacteria will increase in number 
and severity within their lifetime. Instead of being crippled by fear, however, millennials must push for 
new ways of life that do not support the increase in antibiotic resistance. Some believe that antibiotic 
use should be continued, but others believe that its use in any form will continue to harm us. 
Spellberg writes, “it is not just ‘inappropriate’ antibiotic use that selects for resistance…even if all 
inappropriate antibiotic use were eliminated, antibiotic-resistant infections would still occur (albeit at 
lower frequency)” (Spellberg). If millennials were to follow the advice of this doctor, they should push 
for a society that does not rely on antibiotics in any way. This is because, “Ultimately, over centuries 
or millennia of selective pressure, we will run out of targets, and resistance mechanisms will become 
so prevalent as to preclude effective clinical deployment of antibiotics” (Spellberg). Although it may 
take thousands of years, eventually all bacteria will learn how to survive antibiotics. At some point it 
will become impossible to invent medications to eradicate infectious microbes, so humans should learn 
how to treat infections without relying on antibiotic use. In conclusion, scientists such as Spellberg 
suggest all use is inappropriate, which is caused by the fact that any exposure to antibiotics will 
further bacterial evolution. Not only is the use of antibiotics in humans causing this issue, but also the 
use in animals.  
  



The industrial food system, as it currently stands, keeps hundreds of cattle, swine, and poultry in close 
quarters. This causes sicknesses to run rampant through the farms’ populations. To prevent this, 
farmers have been overdosing their animals with antibiotics so that they may produce the maximum 
amount of meat. Super-bacteria are produced from this occurrence in the same way that bacteria 
would increase resistance in human use. The microbes produced by the industrial food system do not 
disappear or only affect the animals, though. Humans can become very sick from ingesting meats 
containing the super-bugs, and will sometimes die from the infectious disease. The biological process 
was, “first noted more than 35 years ago, when high rates of antibiotic resistance were found in the 
intestinal flora of both farm animals and farmers” (Ventola). Once antibiotic resistant microbes from 
farm animals have entered the human body we become susceptible to deadly illnesses that are on par 
with MRSA and CRE. So not only are humans furthering antibiotic resistance in bacteria by exposing 
farm animals to ridiculous amounts of antibiotics, but we are also endangering the public by allowing 
these food companies to sell their product that may contain deadly strains of microbes. Ventola 
excellently explains the process in which this occurs: “1) antibiotic use in food-producing animals kills 
or suppresses susceptible bacteria, allowing antibiotic-resistant bacteria to thrive; 2) resistant bacteria 
are transmitted to humans through the food supply; 3) these bacteria can cause infections in humans 
that may lead to adverse health consequences” (Ventola). If we allow food companies to continue this 
behavior humans will begin to become sick simply from the food that they eat. This is not ideal for 
millennials because of how prevalent and dangerous the bacteria would be. Millions of people would be 
ingesting deadly bacteria similar to CRE almost on a regular basis, and a significant proportion of the 
population would die as a consequence. This would cause millennials to spend an unreasonable 
amount of money on medical bills to take care of themselves and family members, and there is still a 
great possibility that those who become infected would not survive through their treatments. Bacteria 
have been evolving and adjusting to new antibiotics for more than a billion years, so anything they will 
be exposed to will help them learn and survive. Scientists such as Spellberg and Ventola, then, argue 
that the solution to this upcoming global issue would be to remove antibiotics from almost all areas of 
life, if not completely. Other scientists would disagree, however, and would advise millennials to 
instead increase antibiotic use with sequential regimen and new antibiotics.  
  
Antibiotics have been prevalent in our society for many decades, and some doctors and scientists 
would rather discover new ways to use them instead of discarding them. Scientists have asked, “What 
if, instead of treating resistant bacteria with more drugs, we could instead make them sensitive to the 
original drug again?” (Richardson). To do this, scientists have discovered the process sequential 
regimen. This newly discovered treatment utilizes two antibiotics instead of one while a patient is sick. 
One antibiotic kills some of the bacteria, and while they become more resistant to antibiotic A, they 
become vulnerable to antibiotic B. Then antibiotic B is used, which kills more bacteria and causes 
resistance towards medication B, but makes the bacteria vulnerable to antibiotic A once again. 
Scientists found that, “E. coli cells show a mutual collateral sensitivity between CP and aminoglycoside 
drugs including AMK, that is, when E. coli cells acquire resistance to CP, the cells become more 
sensitive to AMK than the parent strain, and vice versa” (Shingo). Although this medical advancement 
is far from perfected it is definitely an option that millennials must consider for the future. It is 
undeniable that antibiotics have highly contributed to the advancement of human health, and their 
continued use would be advantageous, if there is no chance of furthering bacterial evolution, to 
humans. Sequential regimen, then, should be considered by millennials as an effective method of 
treating illnesses. Research must be done in this area to perfect sequential regimen, and millennials 
should support the scientists so that there may be an effective method in combating bacteria that 
does not support antibiotic resistance.  
  
Although sequential regimen seems like a great way to solve the bacteria epidemic, its use in the 
medical field could be more than a decade or two away. Some argue, then, that the most appropriate 
course of action to fight deadly bacteria is to increase the amount of money that is spent in 
researching the field of microbiology so that new antibiotics may be developed. Some believe that with 
the increased research and appropriate usage, we could continue utilizing antibiotics as an effective 
measure to fight infections. An economist who worked with experts in microbiological research stated, 
“the cost of taking global action on AMR is up to 40 billion USD over a decade. Our costs are modelled 
on achieving 15 new antibiotics a decade, of which at least four would be breakthrough products 
targeting the bacterial species of greatest concern” (O’Neill 7). Although this may seem expensive, 
when we think of the return on these investments, being the salvation of humanity, it is truly 
inexpensive. The costs must not only come from the United States either. The United Nations could 



potentially raise this funding to support global research to fight the epidemic because antibiotic 
resistance is not secluded to the United States. With the entire world motivated to tackle the issue of 
AMR, antimicrobial resistance, its effects would be reduced significantly. Millennials, then, must also 
passing legislature to support global and political movements that prioritize this epidemic. O’Neill 
suggests that the most effective option to combat AMR is, “working together and paying for global 
public goods in a pooled way, countries could most efficiently and effectively work to avoid the type of 
large-scale outbreak of an untreatable infection that nobody wants to see” (O’Neill 65). Not only is this 
the most cost effective, but it is the method that would save the most people. Waiting until the 
infectious diseases enter a country and begin ravaging its people costs thousands of lives and lots of 
money from the government and the patients. The economist states, “they could wait until there is a 
problem and then try to get on top of it. As MRSA, Swine Flu, Ebola and other outbreaks have taught 
us, this is expensive both in lives and money” (O’Neill 65). Millennials should not let the governments 
sit back and wait until the diseases are at our doorstep, because the consequences are quite high in 
human lives and money. Instead, millennials must consider taking the initiative of supporting political 
parties and politicians that will support the funding of microbiological research that would discover 
more antibiotics. Millennials must also remember that humans survived hundreds of thousands of 
years without antibiotics, and that there are certain techniques that we could use that would prevent 
infections, such as vaccines.  
Specific strains of bacteria can not be prevented through vaccinations currently, but research can be 
done to create vaccinations to prevent people from contracting the disease in the same way that 
scientists have prevented the contraction of, for example, chicken pox. Research in this area could 
create permanent solutions for the antibiotic resistance issue, which would allow millennials to 
continue using antibiotics to treat illnesses that are not drug-immune. Vaccines have prevented 
millions of deaths since their creation, similar to antibiotics, and humans might need to use this older 
form of medicine to reduce the severity of the consequences from antibiotic use. Much research must 
be done, but, “Historically, vaccine programmes have been very cost-effective, often saving society 
more than 10 times their original cost, and averting more than a 100 million cases of childhood illness 
over 90 years…it is clear that they too could play a pivotal role in responding to the challenges of 
infectious disease and rising drug resistance.” (O’Neill 40). Instead of attempting to continue our 
current methods, meaning developing new antibiotics to kill new diseases, we could instead create 
medications that would prevent the contraction of the disease altogether. Vaccines, when used, teach 
the body’s immune system to fight an illness by itself. With this method, human bodies could learn 
how to fight off infections without the aid of additional medicine, decreasing medical expenses and 
fatalities. Millennials, then, must examine this technique of combating antibiotic resistance further and 
explore its possibilities. Although O’Neill admits that, “vaccines relevant to AMR are generally more 
complex and so more costly to develop”, but they would give humans a method to prevent obtaining 
certain diseases. Overall, vaccines would prove to be much more cost effective than constantly 
developing new antibiotics and attempting to keep infected people alive in hospitals.  
  
With the aid of vaccines and a return to older forms of disease prevention, super-bacteria might not 
become an unstoppable burden for the millennial generation. Some scientists would agree that 
humans should, “return to the attitudes of the pre-antibiotic era, when infection prevention was 
recognized as a priority, because cures were limited” (O’Neill 23). Throughout the thousands of years 
that humans have existed we have developed and discovered many techniques that help prevent or 
decrease the severity of a disease. For example, sweet wormwood, a flower, was used as a medication 
to treat malaria patients. This plant can have its naturally produced chemicals synthesized to create 
artemisinin, which inhibits the production of parasitic malaria in humans and animals (Columbus). 
Reverting to traditional medicine entirely may not be plausible, but it would aid doctors attempting to 
save patients without entirely relying on antibiotics. A common household item, honey, is also quite 
effective in fighting infections. Properties in honey such as high sugar content, acidity, and glucose 
oxidase dehydrate, kill, and inhibit bacteria growth, respectively (Columbus). Traditional remedies are 
easy to use, develop, and are effective in aiding the human body’s ability to heal. The millennial 
generation should regard these ancient techniques of medicine with serious consideration because 
they would help prevent and cure people with infections. These methods do not cause any evolution 
and resistance in microbes, so they would be extremely helpful in aiding millennials to prevent the 
extinction of humans from super-bacteria. Hygienic habits should also be used to help prevent the 
spread of diseases and bacteria.  
  



Common practices such as brushing one’s teeth and washing one’s hands might seem like common 
sense, but they are extremely effective in preventing common colds as well as bacterial infections. 
Contact with germs in critical areas, such as one’s mouth and nose, are easy to be made through 
one’s hands. Throughout our daily lives we come across dozens if not hundreds of strains of bacteria 
by interacting with objects and other people with our hands. Washing our hands thoroughly before 
eating or other activities that may cause the transmission of microbes into our body can easily prevent 
contracting a sickness. Most doctors agree that, “The single most important way to prevent the spread 
of infectious diseases is to wash your hands” (Five). Not only is it imperative for your own health to 
wash your hands, but for others as well. If someone were carrying a strong strain of bacteria and did 
not wash their hands, their contact with objects and others could spread the microbes and potentially 
cause a number of people to become sick. One of the first steps of good hygiene, then, is to wash 
one’s hands. The next is to have good dental health. Inside of every human’s mouth there is a small 
environment of bacteria and other microscopic organisms. It has been proven that, “Clean intact oral 
mucous membranes assist in preventing infections” (Five). Since there are so many breeds of bacteria 
in one’s mouth, it is entirely possible that, with the growing number of anti-biotic resistant strains, 
one could become severely sick from a disease such as CRE from poor dental care. Even the smallest 
cut or sore in the mouth could cause a painful infection that could result weeks in the hospital and 
thousands of dollars in medical bills to treat. Our mouths are the not the only area that has a diverse 
collection of bacteria, however, but our entire epidermal layer as well. Skin cells can potentially pick 
up and trap millions of foreign substances daily. Because of this, it is not wrong to assume that our 
skin will be exposed to a deadly form of antibiotic resistant bacteria regularly in the future. To prevent 
contracting the disease, humans should cleanse themselves daily because, “A daily shower or bath 
aids in the cleansing of our bodies as well as eliminating any bodily odor or bacteria ridden skin” 
(Five). By removing any skin that has potentially lethal microbes daily, our chances of infection 
decrease significantly. Millennials must support these basic hygienic practices if our society is to have 
healthy members. Teaching their children how to properly take care of themselves as well using the 
techniques themselves, common colds and infections will spread at a much slower rate. Excellent 
cleanliness will become necessary as bacteria become stronger with time. When bacteria become so 
resistant that they become nearly untreatable, it will be imperative that millennials avoid contracting 
the diseases at all costs. Millennials must, then, support attitudes that result in disease prevention 
that avoids the spread and contraction of harmful bacteria. Hygienic practices are not the only thing 
that millennials should support, however, but also the general study of bacteria and the microscopic 
environments that they inhabit.  
  
The realm of microbes is thought to be well known, but there is a huge number of discoveries that 
must be done in order for us to better understand the relationships bacteria have with other 
organisms and their environment. One particularly interesting advancement in this field of study was 
the analysis of how bacteria naturally interact with antibiotics in the environment. It was found that, 
“production of antibiotics is a frequent characteristic of environmental microorganisms” (Fajardo). 
What the function of these antibiotics were, however, remained a mystery until a team of scientists 
continued to study the interactions of microbes. Time in the field revealed that, “each antibiotic 
produces a rather specific transcription pattern in global bacterial gene expression. Functional 
analyses have also demonstrated that antibiotics can trigger expression of phenotypes…that can give 
an ecological advantage to bacteria growing under low antibiotic concentrations” (Fajardo). Although 
the concept may seem strange, it is true that antibiotics in the natural environment are actually 
advantageous to bacteria in that they are used as signaling molecules. Certain antibiotics that are 
produced communicate with bacteria cells to aid the microscopic organisms’ ability to survive. It is 
true that a higher concentration of the antibiotic would kill the bacteria, but in low amounts they 
trigger evolutionary responses that allow the bacteria to respond to changing conditions in the 
environment. This is one of the many ways scientists have been researching microscopic organisms so 
that they may better understand them. There are so many things that we do not understand about 
the microscopic world, and without further research we are almost blind to reality. Another method of 
studying antibiotic resistance is by purposefully breeding super-bugs in a device called a morbidostat. 
The device continuously introduces a set concentration of antibiotics into a population of bacteria, 
which are allowed to reproduce multiple times over until the microbes are well resistant to the drug. 
Through this experiment scientists found, “microbial evolution can be deterministic and, therefore, 
potentially predictable in some scenarios” (Rosenthal). By allowing the bacteria to thrive in the 
morbidostat, scientists were able to study how bacteria evolved and what future super-bugs will look 
like. With these new advancements, our society will be able to comprehend the relations microbes 



have with each other and certain substances. Humans would have the advantage, then, because we 
would be able to easily predict the way bacteria will evolve and react in different situations and 
chemicals. The generation of millennials should support scientists that are attempting the expand our 
knowledge of bacteria by advocating for increased funding. The other option, however, is for 
millennials to take matters into their own hands and enter careers that specialize in this area of 
research.  
  
Industries have trends of growth and decline, and currently the field of biological research, specifically 
biochemistry and microbiology, are growing. Certain career paths, including those that study cellular 
interactions, have seen a large increase in interest in the past couple of years. Because of this, there 
are many openings and opportunities for millennials to take to study AMR. Economists state, 
“Biochemists and biophysicists deal with chemical and physical properties of living things. They also 
study biological processes, for example, heredity, growth and cell development…This field is also 
growing, with a growth projection of 19 percent for the period from 2012 to 2022” (Rose). A growth of 
nineteen percent means that there are tens of thousands of job openings in this industry. 
Microbiology, a field of study with similar research, is, “expected to grow by 10 percent for the decade 
ending 2022” (Rose). There should be no worry, then, for a millennial graduating with this degree to 
find a job. Thousands of businesses and research facilities are creating positions for people passionate 
to better the world through their research. Also because of the increase of available jobs in the 
market, there will be an increase in the methods and topics of research that each scientist may 
pursue. With thousands of millennials motivated to find a solution to the antibiotic resistance crisis, 
humanity might stand a chance with millennials discovering new ways to combat resistance or 
advance the techniques that scientists are currently suggesting. Millennials could actively take on this 
issue our society is facing and solve it themselves, but it would require the generation to become 
educated in the field and truly be dedicated to the careers available to them. Though this method of 
combating AMR would require the most work for millennials, it could be quite effective as thousands of 
people work to solve the crisis and recognize the severity of the issue.   
  
Antibiotic resistance, one of humanity’s greatest challenges, is not a distant issue that humans will 
have to address in several decades; the crisis is happening now. Although super-bugs are not killing 
millions of people, in time they will begin to. Through the studies of evolution and microbial 
interactions, it has been accepted that antibiotic use by humans has caused super-bugs to emerge. 
Over time, bacteria will become so resistant and unstoppable that millions of people will die. If the 
trends follow their current path, millennials will see the downfall and great plagues ravage humanity in 
their adult lives. Millennials should not accept this as reality, however, because it is not too late for 
humans to save themselves. It will take lots of research and consideration which methods are the 
most appropriate, though. Some scientists, such as Spellberg, argue that antibiotic use should be 
halted altogether, including their use in farms. We do not yet, however, have the technology or 
medicine to completely let go of antibiotics. Discarding antibiotics should not be a solution that 
millennials should consider because of our current independence on them. That does not mean, 
however, that this option will not be available in the future. Another method, sequential regimen, is 
not yet ready to be used in the medical field, but once it has been perfected, the technique could be 
used to allow antibiotics to last much longer before resistance is built. This generation is also in the 
process of attending college and finding careers, so thousands of millennials could take positions of 
microbiological research and seek for a solution themselves. In the meantime, millennials must take 
an active approach to solving this issue by supporting the creation of new antibiotics and vaccines, 
hygienic practices, and the aid of traditional remedies. With this guidance and advice, millennials will 
have the ability to save humanity from extinction caused by antibiotic resistant bacteria.  
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Proposed Solutions to ASU International Students’ 
Acculturation Problems 

by Qinyi Zhou 
  
How to adapt to the local environment as soon as possible might be the biggest problem that most 
first-year international students are faced with. After all, it was probably the first time that they left 
the comfortable zone where they had been staying for almost twenty years and then live in a new 
environment that they are unfamiliar with. Many international students at ASU face acculturation 
issues because of a lack of acculturation experiences. In the view of the fact that international 
students have unique needs for acculturation, ASU’s International Students and Scholars Center need 
to add two new strategies to its existing programs: the first is additional intercultural communication 
programs and the second strategy is the development of a liaison between other ASU programs 
invested in international student success.  
  
Acculturation problems can be defined as the culture shock that involves a variety of adaptation 
challenges to a different culture. They are common and big and bring negative affects to international 
students primarily on three aspects: academics, social contact, and mental health. Some international 
students may have good ideas, but have difficulty participating in a seminar due to their broken 
English; some mayfind it hard to make real friends with local American students because of their 
limited familiarity with American cultures; they may also suffer from mental stress and negative 
emotions such as homesickness, depression, anxiety, and loneliness. Professors, ASU recruitment, 
organizations, clubs, mental health counselors, parents, and of course students themselves should pay 
close attention to the acculturation problems. If ASU can help international students better adapt to 
the new environment and ameliorate acculturation issues, the number of international students will 
keep increasing every academic year, thus improving ASU’s reputation. 
  
According to the 2015 Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange, ASU ranked No. 4 
university or college for international students (Giudicessi).The population of international students at 
ASUis increasing in recent years. ProfessorFischerexplained why universities should focus more on 
meeting international students’ needs:“The happy campus life and academic success are important, 
not only for international students themselves, but also for continuing recruitment of the 
university”.International students play an important role in the development of ASU because they 
bring both funds and reputation. The article written by Michael M.Crow stated that the overall 
economic contribution of international students in Arizona was 620 million dollars in the 2015-2016 
school year, creating more than 8500 jobs. ASU’s Office of the President posted this article, which 
means that ASU has already realized the importance of international students. However, it lacks good 
proposals to help it make a change. The proposed solution that suggests International Students and 
Scholars Center add two new strategies to its existing programs is effective to ameliorate 
acculturation issues. As one of the ASU’s biggest official departments to provide services to 
international students, International Students and Scholars Center has a powerful influence on 
international students. If it develops a liaison between other ASU programs to provide systematic and 
diverse programs, including intercultural communicationprogram, linguistic program, and social 
communication program, for international students to help them join a diverse ASU community, more 
international students will be willing to choose ASU. 
The first strategy is to add an additional intercultural communication program called peer mentoring to 
International Students and Scholars Center’s existing programs. ASU is sending an increasing number 
of students to study abroad in one of its more than 250 programs in 55 countries (Giudicessi). 
International Students and Scholars Center can invite domestic students who have attended these 
programs previously to share their study abroad experiences with international students during peer 
mentoring, which lasts for a whole semester. Both should keep regular contact with each other. The 
types of activities that they engage in can be daily routines. For instance, they can have a dinner 
together and discuss the culture shocks they experienced in an unfamiliar country. Domestic students 
can share their own experiences with international students on how to learn a new culture. Also, the 



activities can have specific purposes. For example, domestic students can teach international students 
English slang and American social interaction rules during peer mentoring. The purpose of the peer 
mentoring program is to connect domestic students who have participated in ASU’s study abroad 
programs with international students who suffer acculturation problems. Those who have cross-
cultural experiences can be greater mentors because they better understand the challenges of 
international students’ acculturation than other people. Professor Campbell explained why students 
would be active about the opportunity for out-of-class intercultural communication experience: 
“Intercultural communication competence is a complex and multi-faceted subject that is easier to 
understand when experienced firsthand. Students believed that such experience, in the long run, will 
prove to have great worth in working in a multicultural work environment” (211). This intercultural 
communicationprogram will provide social support to international students who want to adapt to the 
university life quickly in the United States while at the same time developing domestic students’ 
intercultural communication competence with meaningful experience with peers from a different 
culture. 
  
ASU could look to a university in New Zealand for inspiration. It provided a specific program called 
buddy project, whose purpose is to connect host students with newly arrived international students 
and to help them adapt in the first crucial months after they come to the New Zealand. During the 
whole semester, international students keep regular contact with their buddies. The events can be 
purely social such as having a dinner, chatting overStarbucks, and watching a football game. They 
also can be task-oriented such as helping international students with banking and showing them 
various facilities on campus. The results show that both parties benefit from the program: newly 
arrived international students felt more comfortable to engage with people from a different cultural 
background; host students, who were international students themselves, also learned new ways to 
communicate with their buddies and improved intercultural communication competencies.  
  
The second strategy is the development of a liaison between other ASU programs invested in 
international student success. ASU has many meaningful programs that help international students to 
acculturate, but these programs are managed by different organizations or departments of ASU. 
International students may find it inconvenient to collect information and find resources by 
themselves. In addition, different programs focus on different aspects. Some are designed to improve 
international students’ linguistic skills; the others are designed to develop international students’ 
social intercommunication abilities. As the biggest official department to provide services to 
international students, International Students and Scholars Center need to hire a liaison officer who 
has an ability to facilitate the cooperation between these programs.Every program has its unique 
strengths, they should be coordinated to focus on its strengths and thus save resources. Take ASU’s 
Global Launch and Global Education Center, for example. Both of them have already designed some 
great intensive programs for international students to help them learn American culture and improve 
English. However, those support services seem insufficient to satisfy international students’ unique 
needs for acculturation because they only involve partial contents. 
ASU's Global Launch has the largest intensive English program in the United States, which mainly 
provides linguistic assistance for international students. Students who participate in the program can 
learn English not only in the classroom but also through American cultural experience, including a trip 
to the Grand Canyon, professional sports events, world-class museums and galleries (“Why Global 
Launch”). Global Launch gives international students who do not meet ASU’s English requirements an 
opportunity to be admitted to an undergraduate degree program with the prerequisite that they 
complete their English language training at Global Launch. However, good grades in the TOFEL test is 
not equal to better acculturation. As for international students who have already enrolled in an 
undergraduate degree program but still have difficulty coping with acculturation issues, Global Launch 
provides limited support to help them acculturate.  
In addition to Global Launch, the Global Education Center of ASU provides weekly English language 
and culture support services to students at W. P. Carey School of Business, including international 
conversation hour, American culture through TV, grammar editing, and listening awareness. One big 
problem is that all courses are time fixed. According to the weekly schedule of the Global Education 
Center in Fall 2017, if a student has class between 12:00 to 1:00 PM on Wednesday and Friday, it is 
impossible for him/her to attend the international conversation hour. Another problem is that the 
Global Education Center only provides services to students at W.P Carey School of Business. Every 
independent college at ASU may have its own resources for international students. Therefore, the 
liaison officer probably can suggest Global Education Center provide services to all international 



students at ASU and increase the number of social intercommunication courses such as international 
conversation hour and American culture. Linguistic courses like grammar editing and listening 
awareness can be arranged to Global Launch’s specific English programs.  
  
Conversely, there are those who claim that students are too busy, they may not be interested in these 
new changes and won’t participate in at all. It takes a long time for a new policy or strategy to be 
approved and published. It will be a waste of time and money if only a few students finally benefit 
from the two new strategies. However, if ASU’s International Students and Scholars Center don’t 
publish the new strategies, students will never know the benefits that they can gain from these new 
changes. International students who suffer a lack of acculturation experience may look forward to 
these two strategies. In addition, dissenters may wonder if it is worth spending extra money on hiring 
a liaison officer to facilitate the cooperation between other ASU programs invested in international 
student success. The answer is yes. According to the Association of International Educators, the 
overall economic contribution of international students in the United States was 32.8 billion dollars in 
the 2015-2016 school year (Crow). International students are important for ASU because they not 
only can enhance ASU’s reputation abroad and attract more international students to invest in their 
future at ASU but also can bring a large amount of money. As international students come to ASU to 
invest in their futures, ASU can get a remarkable return on their investment. Therefore, ASU’s 
International Students and Scholars Center is worth hiring an officer who is good at liaison because 
the return will totally cover the investment cost. 
Lastly, some dissenters may claim that if ASU’s International Students and Scholars Center adds peer 
mentoring program to its existing programs, extra expenditures will be spent on training new 
mentors. They should consider the fact that those new mentors are voluntary. Domestic students who 
have attended ASU’s study abroad programs are probably willing to be mentors of the peer mentoring 
program without asking for any salaries because this program can benefit both international students 
and mentors. Maori, a mentor of the buddy project stated what mentors could gain from peer 
mentoring: “This assignment was a prime opportunity for me to analyze my own intercultural 
communication competency. I believe that Keiko has taught me how to be more tolerant of silence 
and to use that time wisely to form my own thoughts and ideas” (Campbell 213). The experience 
during the peer mentoring can help mentors recognize their communication styles, which contributes 
to the development of intercultural communication competencies. 
  
Although the proposed solution may exist some drawbacks such as high cost of hiring a liaison officer 
and long approval time for a new strategy, many evidences show that ASU will benefit from the two 
new strategies if it implements the solution. The success of the buddy project designed by a university 
in New Zealand demonstrates that specific intercultural communication programs like peer mentoring 
program can make international students feel more comfortable living in a new environment with a 
different cultural background. Both international students and mentors will break stereotypical 
thoughts and enhance their understanding of intercultural communication. Also, the peer mentoring 
program is voluntary. ASU can regard it as an investment return of study abroad programs. The 
second strategy suggests ASU’s International Students and Scholars Center promote cooperation 
between other ASU programs invested in international student success by hiring an officer who is good 
at liaison. Even though the hiring cost may high, ASU will still gain profits. If international students 
find it convenient to get comprehensive resources that can help them acculturate, more students will 
be attracted to participate in these programs. 
  
In conclusion, acculturation problems are quite common. They negatively affect international students’ 
academic success, social contact, and mental health. To ameliorate the issues, ASU’s International 
Students and Scholars Center should add two new strategies to its existing programs: the first is 
additional intercultural communication programs and the second is the development of a liaison 
between other ASU programs invested in international student success. Helping international students 
successfully acculturate is not only important for international students themselves but also for ASU’s 
development. If ASU invests in international students’ success and helps them acculturate, increasing 
number of international students will choose to study at ASU and thus improve the reputation of ASU. 
The goal of this essay is to appeal ASU’s International Students and Scholars Center to consider the 
proposed solutions stated above and make a change. Acculturation problems are still waiting to be 
ameliorated.  
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Home is Where I Want to Be  

by Mayra Vasquez-Chavez 
  
They are the silent burdens in the corner of society’s peripheral vision. Holding cardboard signs asking 
for help as they are passed by, homelessness is a problem that affects individuals and cities 
everywhere. According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, approximately 
553,742 people were homeless in 2017. Since 2016, there was an increase of an additional 3,814 
people becoming homeless. Behind the mathematical data or studies, these numbers represent real 
people. One person who is homeless is one too many in our country that has the ability to provide for 
its citizens. Being homeless affects more than where someone will sleep at night after a long day. 
Without a house, the homeless lack basic fulfillment of physiological needs and a sense of security or 
belonging within the society they live in. The homeless are subjected to poor treatment due to societal 
beliefs and values that place emphasis on economic status over humanity.   
             
The American Dream is the vibrant idea that the United States of America has always thrived upon. 
Author Lane Anderson states, “Our collective belief is that America offers opportunity, so the system is 
fair and people get what they deserve.” Anderson presents a unification of Americans with his 
statement that proves to be powerful as it reveals how a majority of citizens may think. The collective 
belief is due to the cultural and economic groundings of the country which have shaped societal norms 
and values. To make this dream a reality, citizens are filled with the hope that one day they too can 
be successful millionaires. Regardless of what situation one finds themselves in, anyone can join the 
likes of Oprah Winfrey or Steve Jobs through dedication and hard work. As a result of such emphasis 
on the correlation between work and success, the homeless earned their situation through their lack of 
hard work and they can work to regain stability once again. Anderson’s report lacks consideration to 
the fact that external factors influence one’s ability to achieve success. A lack of a house often results 
in lack of other resources such as transportation or hygiene. For example, the homeless cannot 
maintain a well-kept appearance needed to look acceptable for job interviews. Shaving and showering 
take second place to trying to survive; as a result, they lose the opportunity to receive a job. The 
American Dream drives young entrepreneurs for success but justifies economic disparity and attacks 
the homeless since it ignores the priorities and needs of the poor. 
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Anderson presents a perspective that instead of asking for money, the homeless should be looking for 
jobs to get out of their financial dilemma; however, the idea that simply getting a job will cure one’s 
poor financial situation is flawed. Veronica Harnish presents a counterargument to such idea as she 
explains her experiences being homeless, “Full-time work at minimum wage is not enough to lift 
someone above the poverty line, let alone afford housing.” Harnish’s firsthand account of experiencing 
homelessness grants her an established credibility of the issue. That credibility creates validity in 
exposing that a minimum wage job cannot bring sufficient financial income to move throughout the 
social classes, let alone, purchase basic necessities for survival. Harnish’s narrative details that 
homelessness is often difficult to escape once one experiences the loss of a home and stable income 
which strengthens her argument that the American Dream presents homelessness as a temporary 
state which one can get themselves out of but there are little solutions that allow drastic social or 
economic mobility to occur. Her argument is substantial when accounting her efforts to get out of 
poverty as she has tried getting jobs to receive an income but with little success due to the 
demanding nature of the finances. The classic rags to riches plotline the American Dream lives from 
drives citizens to remain motivated in working without acknowledging mobility throughout the social 
class is difficult.   
  
Though the American Dream presents a hopeful idea that one can get out of poverty, it casts a dark 
stigma towards the homeless as lazy or unwilling to work by creating an illusion of what the country 
should be like economically. In accordance with Harnish, journalist Liz Wolfe, exemplifies how the 
American Dream creates damaging stigmas for the homeless by noting anti-homeless legislation is 
currently in effect in over 100 cities that arrest the homeless for camping, sleeping in public, or 
panhandling. To keep the hardworking image of America untainted, the homeless are presented as 
people breaking the law who need to be arrested or fined for their actions. Wolfe’s argument that the 
homeless are punished for not upholding the American Dream is upheld by her statement, “What used 
to be seen as an annoyance is now prohibited, forcing fines or jail time on those who certainly can’t 
afford it.” Wolfe’s statement is necessary in relying on emotion to cast sympathy on the homeless for 
being casualties to the American Dream. The American Dream is a lovely euphemism for the cutthroat 
economic system in place where one could suffer from tragic consequences because they were one 
paycheck away from paying a bill. 
  
The issue of homelessness became the weed of society’s rose garden. Instead of seeking a solution for 
such a problem, society began wanting to place the blame on what let the weed flourish. Anderson 
states, “Americans gave a need to explain the unequal status quo, according to Fiske's research, and 
explaining away the poor's misfortunes by assuming that they are lazy allows one to dismiss them.” 
Anderson’s inclusion of Princeton psychology professor, Susan Fiske’s research supports his statement 
that Americans place blame on the homeless. Society seeks an answer to the question as to why an 
issue like homelessness became prominent. Viewing homelessness as a choice rather than a creation 
of economic history, makes it easier to blame the homeless for the situation. Had a person worked 
harder or not made mistakes in their life then they would not have ended up on the street asking for 
spare change from strangers. Anderson’s perspective justifies that a person’s state of living is based 
on the person themselves and their actions. However, to say no other factors are involved is 
insufficient in looking to other reasons why someone could end up homeless. Journalist Nichalous 
Pogorelec states, “Homeless people are often stereotyped as violent drug users or alcoholics. To say 
this is true of all homeless people is inaccurate.” The inclusion of drug addiction and mental illness 
allow Pogorelec to reveal common misconceptions people attribute to the causes of homelessness by 
placing blame on the individual rather than circumstances one cannot control. Furthermore, he can 
imply that if addiction or illness caused someone to be homeless, then other systems outside the 
economic system failed the individual and are being blamed instead. Such sources make people 
believe causes one to become homeless creates stigmas towards those who end up on the streets or 
shelters. 
  
Harnish and Pogorelec both place blame of homelessness on the capitalist system. Harnish states, 
“Not "wanting" or "choosing" to work several different low-wage jobs for a total of 60 to 80 hours a 
week just to survive doesn't make anyone lazy: It points to the unfairness and inefficiency of the 
economic system, and the inequality inherent in it.” She understands that work and earnings must be 
incentivized to prevent the economy from collapsing, allowing for opposing arguments against hers to 
be compromised. Likewise, Pogorelec states, “In an economic system where the acquisition of capital 
the road to success, and where some people have a much larger amount of capital is the road to 



success, and where some people have a much larger amount of capital than others, it’s a given that 
there will be some people who have no assets.” The statements are true as it points out the flaws in 
the economic system. A capitalistic society has unfair tendencies to favor the rich over the working 
class as seen in government representation. The wealthy have a position of power and influence that 
have shaped society into believing the poor are at fault rather than the workings of capitalism. It is 
much simpler to blame a group of individuals for their misfortunes rather than understanding the 
flawed economic system that the country flaunts.  
  
In addition to the external factors faced from a lack of a house, the homeless face varying treatments 
from their own compatriots. Prejudice against the homeless is evident in society from the disparaging 
treatment, isolation, and criminalization they are exposed to. Harnish writes, “Society's message to 
the homeless is abundantly clear: You don't matter, because you don't have money.” Such statement 
is supported by Anderson’s report which noted that the homeless are not deserving of sympathy and 
there is not a responsibility to aid those who need help since they were the ones who put themselves 
in that situation. However, Anderson features a UC Berkeley study which found, “Access to money, or 
even thinking about money, might make people less compassionate.” While Anderson lacked to 
provide a strong argument regarding the American Dream, he connects the study well to the prior 
themes of the American Dream and source of blame by providing an explanation as to what the 
impact of finances can have on a person and their reasoning. The inclusion of the study is effective as 
it provides evidence as to why people treat the homeless without sympathy. Although no study can 
account for cruel treatment of another person, Wolfe focuses on how the criminalization of the 
homeless allows society to treat them as disposable by stating, “Even as cities become more socially 
conscious about LGBTQ rights and drug policies, they’ve become less tolerant of their neediest 
inhabitants and more comfortable with cops and the justice system sweeping up the human trash, as 
it were.” Wolfe’s imagery of comparing the homeless to trash is powerful in revealing how the 
homeless are dehumanized. Society will not feel much sympathy if the homeless are not 
acknowledged as people, but instead as objects or criminals who are not deserving of a place in 
society. Through acknowledging and crediting society’s progressive steps towards equality regarding 
sexuality and drugs, Wolfe is able to form an argument about the treatment of the homeless is 
regressive.              
  
Harsh treatment such as fining and arresting those with little to live off is inhumane but fails to yield 
outcry. Wolfe and Pogorelec draw attention to the indifference of American citizens towards the 
treatment of the homeless as a tactic to make the audience reflect on their actions and their role in 
perpetuating such actions in society. Wolfe points out how such anti-homeless legislation has passed 
without garnering much backlash, allowing cruel treatment to be normalized. Pogorelec further 
criticizes society by writing, “The problem with this is not just the bold presence of classism, but the 
fact that human society hasn’t civilized past the point where it need an “other” to cast out.” He 
identifies what elements about being homeless attract stereotypes and stigmas that the general 
population does not desire such as begging. The ugly looks or rudeness directed towards the homeless 
are to reveal shame and disgust for the homeless acting in what is considered socially unacceptable 
ways. However, the homeless are put in that situation of having to beg for money in order to survive. 
Pogorelec creates a strong argument as he mentions how the homeless are a perfect target to project 
society’s frustration onto. They are not the rich, presentable citizen that the country has acclaimed. 
Factors like low economic status, poor health, or addiction are undesirable traits in society which 
presents an explanation as to why help is not easily offered to the group.  
  
Despite the visibility of the homeless, acknowledging the issue and presenting solutions has been 
difficult. The group of people who are homeless themselves are not the problem, but rather the 
circumstances that create one to be homeless are. The societal values and economic system in place 
have created an environment where financial status is more important than offering support to 
someone who has little to nothing. An individual is not defined by their assets or lack thereof; there is 
no justification in shunning members of society who have not done anything wrong. Looking in the 
other direction when encountering a homeless individual does not magically erase their existence 
being there. Often overlooked, the homeless are people and deserved to be treated as such with 
compassion and understanding.  
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Glorieta Youth Camp – Leader’s Checklist: [The Secret 
Menu Version] 

by Pam Hoyle 
  
Thank you so much for volunteering to be a youth leader chaperone! This year’s week-long adventure 
for students from our group at beautiful Glorieta Conference Center will be great! 
  
[We know you may not know what you are getting into, but you have a vehicle and can drive at least 5 students.  We are 
hoping for the best.] 
  
Although you have made your profession of faith, and may have been to numerous church camps 
before, there are some ground rules to go over, and just some general information:  
  
[This week will be hard.  It will be hard physically, mentally, spiritually and emotionally.  Nothing in this handout, nothing we 
can say, can adequately prepare you for the upcoming week.  Pray up, Pilgrim—that’s about the only way you can prepare 
yourself for this. Your beliefs, your patience, your authority and your stamina will be challenged. There is no chance that you 
will walk away from this place unchanged.  You think you are doing this for the students, but the life change you experience 
will be your own.] 
  
What to bring: 
*  Clothing – layered, warm and modest 
[It gets down in the 50’s at night—you can see daylight through the uninsulated cabin walls. Daytime highs can approach 90, 
and the sun is intense.  Recreational activities and squirrely students often mean water play—bring closed-toed shoes and 
extra socks. Don’t start with me about modesty. Come on, Tiffany—please don’t tell me that it’s the fifteen year old boys’ fault 
for being distracted by your wet, white and braless t-shirt during the fire hose race.  This is not slut shaming.  This is church-
camp.  I know you are 19 and just finished your first year at the community college, but now you have to be a responsible 
adult who will be a role model for students the same age you were last year when you attended much younger than you.] 
  
* Bedding (sleeping bag and/or blankets and sheets) AND towels  
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[Rest assured at least one student will forget theirs and want to borrow your towel.  Don’t do it.  Just….don’t.] 
  
* Personal toiletries and hygiene items 
  
[Inevitably, one of the 7thgrade girls will get her period for the first time.  She will be unprepared.  Invariably, all of the 
7thgrade boys will “forget” to shower.  They will bring large aerosol cans of Axe body spray. Confiscate them at once; your 
ability to breathe and the remaining ozone layer depends on this. There will be a time when everyone will decide that it is a 
great idea to paint their faces and bodies (and yours) to indicate they are a part of a team for a ‘spirit’ night. Play 
along.  Belonging is important.  It usually happens right before “cry night” which is pretty much just what it sounds like. The 
entire camp, including you, will probably spend most all of one night ugly crying--you will need several boxes of tissues. It is 
the result of combination of exhaustion, hearts softening and intense spiritual challenge and growth.] 
  
* A sense of humor 
[We know we tell the kids “no pranks of any kind will be tolerated.”  Right. Keep on believing that.  Sorry, not sorry.  This is all 
part of the fun; you’ll be ok-- vicious hazing is not allowed.] 
  
* Your Bible 
[That’s why we are here, after all. You will be too exhausted to read it and it may get bat guano and coffee splashed on it, but 
bring it.  There are still Truths there that you will discover this week.  Bring extra pens; almost every student will forget their 
pen.] 
  
* Money for snacks, offering, the game room, the bookstore  
[And to “lend” to those hapless students whose parents were broke so they had to come on scholarship. These same students 
have the latest smartphone, Beats headphones and $200 kicks that they will inevitably drop off the dock into the lake.] 
  
What NOT to bring: 
*  Cigarettes, lighters, fireworks, any kind of incendiary device  
[Do we really have to say this?  We are going to a forest and Smokey says the fire danger is extreme.  We are looking at you, 
Carl.] 
  
* Alcohol, illegal drugs, any clothing that glorifies either or tobacco products  
[Carl, we are watching you. In all seriousness, we have had to confiscate marijuana provided by a well-intentioned leader in 
the past.] 
  
*  Weapons of any kind  
[We don’t say this out loud, but three years ago one of our students used a chaperone’s knife as a body cutting tool. Self-harm 
comes in many cloaks.] 
  
* Anything of sentimental value that you can’t afford to lose or have destroyed 
[Your heart—it will be broken.  It will be broken for the kid whose dad died a month ago. It will be broken for the 14 year old 
who brought a Build-a-Bear to play with, but confessed to you that she got blackout drunk on Friday and she might have an 
STD or be pregnant. It will be broken by the sight of the sun, peeking over the rainbow’s arc after the sudden summer showers 
that occur most afternoons. You will be broken.] 
  
*  Stinky cheese  
[We don’t really know why this is on the list but a youth leader about 12 camps ago added it, and we just haven’t taken it 
off.  Besides, your group dorm will smell like feet and hormones anyway, without the cheese.] 
  
What to Expect 

• We will depart promptly at 9 a.m. on June 5. 
[We have yet to leave before 10-10:30.  Goals are good.] 

• Absolutely no electronics: cell phones, tablets, laptops, etc. 
[We’re kidding.  This is 2017.  There is cell service—but it is pretty lousy.  Worst case is you will be able to use your phone to 
tell time. Wi-Fi is really sketchy. The point is, we are here to engage with the students and electronics can be barriers.] 

• Curfew in-dorms time is 10 p.m.-6:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted on the daily schedule.  Lights out will 
be strictly enforced at 11 p.m. 

[Lights out—ha-ha!  But every single exterior light at camp goes off on a timer at 11 p.m.  It’s dark—pitch-black, break-your-
ankle dark.  Inky black skies lit only by moonlight and starlight. No city reflections here.  If you are missing students and 
suspect they have snuck away, check the Prayer Garden first. Bring a flashlight.] 

• The Prayer Garden is open from 6:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 



[See above. Count on purposefully spending some time here yourself.  You will need to recharge yourself.  Finding yourself in a 
place of endless sky, hearing only the beating of your own heart and the song of birds lends itself to speaking with your 
Creator.] 
  
About Glorieta 
Glorieta Conference Center is tucked in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains of New Mexico, nestled in the 
southernmost foot of the Rockies.  
  
[Sangre de Cristo means Blood of Christ.  The Baptists who originally purchased the land for the conference center had a little 
problem with the papist sound of that].  
At an elevation of just over 7200 feet, the air is thin and clear, with an average summertime high 
temperature of 83 (Sperling's Best Places). 
  
[And the sky—the sky is impossibly and irrevocably blue.  Crystalline and pure, it is the kind of blue that makes your eyes 
water and your chest tremble.] 
  
Long owned by Lifeway Christian Resources, the educational arm of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
Glorieta center was recently sold to a group of Texas businessmen who run a Christian summer camp. 
They plan to continue the camp tradition and have major renovations planned.           
  
[In 1949, when the camp was still a dream, a wealthy Roman Catholic land owner refused to sell to the heathen Baptists and 
a Methodist intermediary had to one-off the purchase (Carnett 49). The Santa Fe New Mexican reports the recent sale price 
as $1(Sharp).  A single dollar is a paltry sum for this holy ground.  So many memories have been forged here.  The plumbing 
hasn’t been updated since the 1970s and now sanitation and code violations are rampant (Last). Numerous privately owned 
vacation homes—some lavish and some rustic--and church-owned cabins and lodges are tucked in and around grounds, built 
over many years on leased land.  It is suspected that the part of the Bible where brethren are admonished not to sue one 
another will be thrown out the window here (Holy Bible, New International Version, 1 Cor. 6:1-8). Lawsuits are already 
brewing over the sale of the conference center land.] 
  
            A final note: Awake, o sleeper! Be set free. There is a sacred holiness, a reverence even, that is stirred within 
your soul while you are here. Believer or atheist, Calvinist or deist, you will be moved by something indefinable and ineffable. 
Even as you bump across the rusty cattle guard onto the property, the rhythm of your breathing changes. The deep blue and 
stark white of thunderheads building over the ridge bring a smell of petrichor overlaid with the scent of pine. Your form will 
leave this place. Your heart will not.  Your life will feel much smaller. You will be inexplicably more alive than you have ever 
been. 
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(1)Q (2)W of (3)C 

by Katarina Martinez 
  

1. “Who is her friend who’s always with her?”  
  
My brother was an intuitive 10 year old.  
“That’s your aunt’s special friend. They’re together like she was together with Uncle John before.” 
It’s possible that my mom explained it more but this was the only part that stuck. It didn’t seem 
particularly noteworthy until we stopped seeing her. Her name would only be brought up by my 
grandmother in angry Spanglish.  
Eventually, it started to connect. Her lifestyle was not normal. According to my grandmother, it was 
wrong. It made me wrong. I tried for years not to be wrong. 
  
2. He didn’t ask.  
  
After dinner, he gave me my Valentine’s Day gifts. They were nice. I know he put some thought into 
them. But just because he bought me dinner and some nice gifts, did he expect this? What if I didn’t 
want to? What if I still wasn’t ready?  
I’ve never been good at speaking up or asking for what I want. But shouldn’t he still have asked? Men 
don’t seem to think that they need to. The President of the United States doesn’t ask. 
He just took. He assumed. He decided for me.  
It started before I had time to process and then it was over. I waited to feel differently. To like him. 
To want to be with him or any man again. I’m still waiting. 
  
3. “Do you speak English?”  
  
I had never been asked this. I had never been an outsider the way I was an outsider here. My first 
day in upper middle class suburbia. I could count on one hand the number of kids who looked like me. 
I guess the teacher didn’t know what to expect from me. 
“We have ESL teachers.” 
“I speak English.”  
I was born here, of course I speak English. My mother wasn’t born here but she speaks English better 
than half these white kids. But I guess we’re the color where it’s okay to make assumptions and 
generalizations.  
------------------- 
“You just haven’t gotten fucked right.” 
“I could make you straight.”  
“Your ex must have had a small dick.” 
“Damn girl, you’re looking thick.” 
“I have a thing for Mexicans.” 
“Say something in Spanish for me. It’s so hot.” 
“Can you lift this much on your own?” 
“It goes against God.” 
“You’re going to go to hell for this.” 
  
 
 
 



A Past Both Unspoken and Unspeakable 

by Oren Simchy-Gross  
  

“I am not one and simple, but complex and many.” 
 - Virginia Woolf, The Waves   

  
My ancestors, like so many other Jews throughout history, fled from certain locations to evade 
physical danger and stigma attached to their Jewish identity. Fleeing was not a choice. It did not mean 
letting go of strong bonds to family and one’s culture, but instead a need to collectively protect those 
bonds, even if that meant hiding, suppressing, remaining quiet about their past.  
  
They understood that the stigmas of deep-seated prejudice and the label of “Jew” would still follow 
them in some way on their journeys to America, like a phantom that is always closer than it appears. 
Decades pass, the fear lessens, new generations of Jews arise, and they cope as best as they can. 
Perhaps their diaspora is a little less painful now that they’ve learned something from their ancestors. 
When I listen to my mother retell the few family stories that have lasted until this day, the intrigue 
leaves me sitting on the edge of my seat. We both look at each other always with more questions than 
answers.  
  
My great-great Uncle David was one of these relatives that neither I, nor my mother knows much 
about, apart from how he died at age twelve, at the end of the 19th century.  
  
He was simply trying to get to school one day when some local Irish-Catholic boys from the 
neighborhood stoned him to death. They yelled things like, “dirty Jew!” and, “Christ-killer!” These kids 
are etched in my imagination without specific facial features, only by violence, stones, bigoted insults, 
and the hate that they must have learned from their families. 
  
He was going to school, learning a new language, learning how to live in a secular world. In Kiev, the 
Neumann family was Orthodox, much like most of the Jews in the Ukraine. A typical day in Kiev for 
David and his siblings involved going to shul to study Torah and learn Hebrew on a daily basis. He’d 
attend services with his father three times a day. All of these practices were part of the orthodox 
tradition, and so was wearing a yarmulke and a prayer shawl [or tallit] every day. They carried the 
orthodox practices in their hearts, across an ocean, eventually to Ellis Island in America.  
  
It is an ordinarily sunny day, as far as I can imagine, and a winter chill weighs down upon the snowy streets of rural 
Plattsburgh, New York when they attack David. He is only about twelve years old at the time, and does not consider himself 
unlike any other curious boy in America. Despite the fact that he, his siblings, and his parents have recently fled to America 
from the Ukraine, they all act appropriately cordial to their neighbors, despite only speaking with heavy accents, both 
Ukrainian and Yiddish vernaculars, saying very little in English. But why should they have to conform and change who they 
are if they came all the way to the “land of the free”? David and his parents, after escaping religious persecution, still follow 
their beliefs, traditions, and rituals in Plattsburgh, and they still choose to dress accordingly. David, the day he is killed, is 
probably wearing an outfit that his parents and other orthodox Jews from Ukraine wouldn’t question: a sweater with a 
prayer shawl underneath, cotton trousers, leather shoes, and a yarmulke on the back of his head. Little do they know that, 
despite the thousands of miles that separate them from their home country, evil and hatred also exist in America, but the 
existence of this evil and hatred is much less visible.    
  
When one of these particular stones hits David in the lower side of his stomach, he might be thinking about the cherished 
friends he had to leave behind in Kiev, his birthplace, his classes at his new American school, or perhaps the shape of the 
clouds that day. I doubt he is wondering to himself what would happen if a group of kids his age swarmed around him at this 
moment with the sole intention of killing him. But in this era, these local Irish-Catholic kids have grown up genuinely 
believing that the Jews were responsible for the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Therefore, killing a Jew, in their eyes, would be 
some sort of vigilante act of retribution.   
  



David was a Jewish immigrant boy, who was just embarking upon his new life in America. Yet as soon 
as David left his house on that wintry morning in his neighborhood, his yarmulke and tallit signaled to 
the gentile children that he was a viable target. 
  
They chuck a bunch of stones and rocks at David and he immediately feels a horrific pain in his side because a particular 
stone ruptures his appendix. When his appendix bursts, it leads him to bleed to death internally. The Irish-Catholic kids who 
surround David first yell, “Get up, you dirty Jew!” David does not move or make any more sounds upon collapsing to the 
ground, besides silent moans of agony. At this point the frightened kids realize what they’ve done. They scatter and run as far 
as they can from the murder, outrunning the consequences of their actions.  
  
After listening to my mother tell this story to me, I close my eyes and imagine my great-great 
grandparents at the moment they are told that their son has died and how he has died. Some next-
door neighbor could have found him, or some stranger who was visiting Plattsburgh—the young boy 
with curly dark hair who lay there on the snowy grass in the fetal position, motionless in the silence of 
daylight.  
  
With wide eyes I ask my mother, “Were any of those boys who killed David caught? Did they face any 
legal punishment?” She says she honestly does not know if they did were caught. The only reason she 
knows this story about David at all is because her father, my grandfather, Samuel David Gross, told 
her when she was about my age after she asked him, “Where did your first and middle name come 
from?” Apparently Samuel was the name of David’s father.  
  
The day that David’s parents’ lives changed forever was, otherwise, an ordinary day in upstate New York. Their faces go pale 
in a blank horror when the couple from the house next door gives them the news of their son’s death. His mother restates the 
information in utter disbelief, her eyes conveying the emotion that her words could not articulate. “What—what do you mean 
my David is dead?” his mother asks.  
  
After fleeing persecution from the Czar, who was cleansing their villages by exiling all the Jews, the 
Neumanns assumed the worst was over for them and their children. They had finally arrived safely in 
America, the country where life was full of possibilities. Of course, I ask myself, did that one stone 
alone kill my Uncle David, or did he become yet another victim in the seemingly perpetual timeline 
entailing the historical scapegoating of Jews? And does choosing to remain mostly silent about David’s 
story and others alike actually allow one to move on, emotionally? Of course, it’s easy for me to ask 
these types of questions because I am distant from these people and events by several generations of 
time. Obviously, I can’t possibly ever come to truly know David.    
  
Later on, after David’s death, Ruth was born, my great-great grandmother and the last child of the 
Neumann family. Not even did she speak at all about the person who was her older brother, I assume 
she was too young to remember much about what happened to David. Ruth’s parents chose not to 
talk about those events, instead attempting to carry on with their lives, and seeing silence as a form 
of protection for their children. It astounds me that, although I will probably never learn anything 
more about his life, David was a real person who shared similar DNA as me, someone with quirks and 
characteristics who probably looked like me in some way. The reason why Ruth and her husband Bill 
never spoke of Judaism with their three children, Sam, Naomi, and Vicki, is not fully clear, even to my 
mother, which leaves us mutually puzzled.  
  
Nevertheless, that story of Uncle David’s death did not disappear. The memory of him has been 
guarded, concealed, and valued. Ruth chose to remember him by giving her only son the middle 
name, David. Also, my great aunt Naomi, Sam’s older sister, named her son David. The lack of oral 
storytelling was not simply due to a conscious omission of family history. During the early 1900s, anti-
Semitism was still ubiquitous in many ways, but in Plattsburgh, where my grandfather grew up, there 
was no Czar threatening to destroy all the Jews like the one who ruled in Ukraine. Many held hatred 
for Jews, but their hatred was ideological for the most part. It didn’t pose the same immediate, 
catastrophic consequences that it did in previous eras.  
  
I ask myself, “How could everyone just always keep silent about being Jewish?”My best guess is that when they 
raised their children, my great grandparents instinctively focused on protecting their family above all 
else. They didn’t have to worry about being captured or persecuted the next day, but instead they 
anticipated the emotional turmoil of reopening old wounds. Their intentions were pure and good since 



they wanted to shield the eyes of their children from any unsettling information about the devastation 
and persecution their ancestors faced.  
  
On the surface level, it appears as if hiding family history is due to some kind of shame, but it seems 
to run much deeper. When I talk to my mom or my grandfather, my impression is that maintaining 
this silence was a way to keep one’s traumatic past private, especially if there is a lack of personal 
reconciliation with such events. It’s a way of possessing knowledge of sensitive information, yet being 
cautious in how one handles this knowledge.     
  
Not all questions can be answered, especially when those who lived decades before me were the only 
people who knew these answers. Seven or more years after my experience with anti-Semitism in high 
school, I do not see the students who bullied me much differently than I envision the children who 
killed my uncle David. I understand that those who berated and harassed me were not targeting me 
as a whole person, but only the abstract construct of my Jewishness. The ones who verbally and 
emotionally assaulted me did not know a thing about who I am at the core, as a human being. That is 
why continuous silence or discretion is not always the solution. If not enough people overtly speak out 
against hatred of Jews—the views that still intend to dehumanize the small populations of Jews left in 
the world today—this hatred becomes more and more socially permissible.   
  
The one question I never ask my mother is, “Why on Earth did our family hide these things?”I might 
never truly understand the pressures of survival and life-threatening anti-Semitism that David and my 
other Jewish ancestors had faced time and time again throughout history. Yet, I do understand that 
very few of them had the privilege I have now, which is to openly learn about where I come from, just 
like any other human being.  
 
 
 
 

You Can Do It, Too! 

by Jacquelin De La Torre 
  
Hi! I’m Giovanni! “Gio” for short! 
I am 11 weeks old! 
I’m over 1 ½ inches long, as tiny as a fig. 
I’m not quite fully formed, but my bones will strengthen soon. 
  
My Mommy’s name is Jacquelin. I am living inside her belly! 
 My mommy is pretty young, she just turned 18.  
My Mommy loves playing sports. She’s active every day! 
My mommy is very healthy. She feeds me fruits and veggies. 
My mommy loves reading. She reads to me every day and every night! 
My mommy is studying as a Sun Devil now. She wants to be an English teacher. 
  
My Daddy’s name is Ulysse. He’s taking care of Mommy. 
My Daddy is young like mommy. He’s 17 years old. 
Like Mommy, Daddy loves playing sports! She doesn’t enjoy video games. 
If I want pizza, Daddy makes sure it’s extra cheesy. Just the way mommy likes it! 
My Daddy is graduating this May! He wants to be a soldier. 
My parents support the veterans. They dream to be like them one day. 
  
I love my Mommy and Daddy! If I love my Mommy and Daddy, then you will love yours, too!  
  



I am 20 weeks old today! 
I am 6 ½ inches long, a size like a banana. 
I am learning how to swallow, I’m going to need it soon. 
  
I have a big surprise for Mommy and Daddy… 
I’m a boy! 
My Daddy is at school, but mommy will surprise him. I know he’ll be happy! 
  
The whole world is happy!  
My Nana is happy. My Papa is happy. 
My aunts are happy, too. 
If my family are happy, then yours will be happy, too! 
  
I am 30 weeks old now! 
I’m about 15 inches long, a size like a cabbage 
Hooray! 
I am half way through! 
I can’t wait to meet mommy and daddy! 
I want to hug them,  
I want to play with them, 
  
And- 
  
(Mommy)- “Why are you acting different?!”  
  
Uh-oh!  
  
Mommy, why are you crying?  
  
(Daddy)- “I just can’t take it anymore!” 
  
Why is daddy mad? 
  
Please don’t fight… 
  
Daddy is busy with school and work. He has no time for mommy or me. 
Mommy doesn’t want daddy to forget us. She wants him part of our lives. 
  
Mommy is worried about her classes. She’s doesn’t know what to do.  
Mommy can’t give up on her dream. I know God planned this for her. 
If mommy completes her four years, she’ll earn her degree in English. 
If mom earns her degree, she’ll provide everything I’ll need For a life time. 
  
Mommy hasn’t heard from daddy in a while.  
It made mommy sad.  
Mommy feared that he’ll explode. She gave daddy some space… 
I know I came too soon, but I wish my parents won’t quit. 
  
I love you, Mommy and Daddy. I hope you can hear me. 
Things may not be planned well, but I know you two will work together. 
  
Daddy talked with Mommy the next day. He told her he was sorry.  
  
(Daddy)- Daddy’s here. 
  
I felt my Daddy’s hands. I know he will never leave me. 
I felt mommy’s heartbeat. She felt warmth in her heart. 
Daddy felt it, too. He’s blessed to have a son. 
Mommy is blessed, too. I am her bundle of joy! 



  
If my mommy and daddy is blessed to have me, then your mommy and daddy will be, too! 
  
I am 33 weeks old today!  
I weigh over 4 pounds, a size of a pineapple! 
My body is fully formed, I see my hands and feet. 
I can hear the world outside!  
I can’t wait to see the world, especially mommy and daddy! 
  
Mommy is kicking some butt! She is almost done with ALL her work!  
Mommy learned so much from her teachers, and it’s all because of me.  
Good job, Mommy! I knew you can do it!  
  
Daddy goes around the world! He is working for me and mommy.  
Daddy stays up pretty late. He is doing his best in school.  
Daddy would asked mommy for help. They’re working like a team! 
  
Daddy will earn his diploma soon. His ticket to serve our country.  
He’ll also provide benefits  
For both Mommy and me. 
  
I love you very much, Daddy! I know you will be the best soldier! 
  
I love you too, Mommy! I know you will be the best teacher! 
  
I am blessed to have Mommy and Daddy with me. 
I am thankful to have my mommy.  
She reads to me. 
She keeps me healthy. 
She dances with me. 
And share some yummy treats! 
I imagine mommy’s beautiful smile. I hope to have her smile!  
  
I am thankful to have my daddy. 
He shares his favorite music with me.  
He feels me. 
He shares his thoughts. 
He jokes around with me. 
He even tickles me and mommy! 
I imagine my daddy’s looks. I hope to be as handsome as him. 
  
I also hope for a future, 
  
Like Mommy’s or Daddy’s. 
  
Mommy and Daddy are my real heroes. If I am proud of mommy and daddy for their hard work, then 
you should be proud of them, too. 
  
To my only son Giovanni, 
Although you’re still in my belly, I thank you for reminding me, your papi, and my family to keep moving forward. 
Love always, 
Mommy 
  
 
 
 



A Rhetorical Analysis of A. O. Scott’s Film Review of Life 
of Pi 

by Yu Tzu Chang 
  
Looking at the movie poster of an Indian young boy stranded in the ocean with a tiger, viewers who 
have not read the book of Life of Pimight wonder how this movie could be applauded by so many film 
critics and won so many elite movie prizes. A. O. Scott, a well-known film critic who has been working 
as the chief critic of The New York Timesfor over 14 years, published his review of Life of PiinThe New York 
Timesin November of 2012. This academic essay analyzes Scott’s review of Life of Pi: a movie that 
bewilders viewers with its splendid 3D technique, for his use of the rhetorical appeals, 
namely ethos, pathos, logos, and to a lesser extent, kairos. 
  
Scott’s film review, titled “Plenty of Gods, but Just One Fellow Passenger,” was published on 
November 20, 2012, a day before the film's general cinema release. Scott thinks that the story frame 
of Life of Piwas too complicated and thought-provoking that even though the movie was beautifully 
presented audience cannot fully appreciate it. The nearly 1100-word review, located on The New York 
Timeswebsite, includes several high-quality still images from the film. By clicking on the zoom-in sign 
at the bottom left of the images, readers can further open a page with a full view of the image with 
captions underneath it. The webpage also includes advertisements, hyperlinks and related articles that 
lead readers to other New York Times’stories, other information about the film as well as other film 
reviews, and a hyperlink embedded in Scott’s name that leads readers to a page provides brief 
background stories about the author, his latest works, and simple ways to give feedback to the 
author. Four small circle icons of Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, and Email are placed at the top right 
corner of the article offer readers convenient methods to share this article with more people. Overall, 
the film review of Life of Pipublished in The New York Timesis clear and manageable.  
  
Scott’s ethosis the strongest rhetorical appeal evident in the review, which can be seen in his biography 
published on The New York Timeswebsite. Scott has been working as a chief film critic at The New York 
Timesfor 14 years, along with his published books of criticism on food, arts, and movies making him an 
irreplaceable icon in the film critic realm. In addition to his achievements, Scott’s writing demonstrates 
his profound understanding of films and his ability to draw readers’ attention. In his review of Life of Pi, 
for example, Scott manifests his knowledge by showing his insight of similar movies who fall in the 
same genre, “Tales of lonely survival have a durable, almost primal appeal, and the middle section of 
‘Life of Pi’ confidently clears a space for itself alongside ‘Robinson Crusoe’ and Robert Zemeckis’s ‘Cast 
Away’” (par. 9). In this sentence, Scott refers to movies released in 1954 and 2000 to compare to Life 
of Pi, which only experts would have the ability to pull out films this precisely. His knowledge of movies 
provides readers with sufficient resources to compare the film and a way to discover similar movies. 
For this, Scott stands out from other film critics and sends out the message to readers that he is a 
credible writer.  
  
Another example of Scott’s ethosin the review of Life of Piis his familiarity with Ang Lee’s previous work:  
  
It unfolds in a setting that is one of the great achievements of digital cinema, and a reminder that the 
eclectic Mr. Lee is, among other things, an exuberant and inventive visual artist. (In this respect it is 
an apt companion to ‘Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,’ speaking of tigers.). (par. 11) 
  
In this part of the review, Scott not only compliments Ang Lee’s phenomenal talent of making a movie 
but also aptly brings up his previous work by linking the two movies together through tiger, a crucial 
element to both films. Without sufficient study and enough experience of being a film critic, it is 
impossible to create this kind of beautiful connection between movies. But, Scott, as a professional 
expert, made it. 
  



The pathosof this film review is numerous and wide-ranging, from the language that the author uses to 
the design of the webpage, all of which catch readers’ attention until the very last word of the film 
review. The review titled “Plenty of Gods, but Just One Fellow Passenger,” creates a mystical outlook 
for readers. For those who are atheist or those who are faithful to their religion, this title triggers 
questions such as, why only one fellow passenger but so many gods? And what does this movie want 
to convey? 
  
To keep reader’s interest in the film review, Scott applies another method in the film review by asking 
several questions related to the film:  
  
Part of the appeal of these stories is their intense preoccupation with practical matters, and the 
problems Pi must solve form the dramatic heart of the film. How will he secure food and clean water? 
How will he stay sane and hopeful? How will he avoid turning into Richard Parker’s dinner? (par. 10) 
  
This short paragraph invites readers to think as if they were the main character Pi, which makes 
readers feel closer to the movie and want to learn more about the film review. That is, those questions 
spark the readers' interest and spurred their curiosities to what Scott will mention in the following 
paragraphs.  
  
As of the logos, the appeal to the readers’ logic, is manifested in minute details. In addition to the 
director and the name of the movie that Scott is critiquing, The New York Timesalso includes the genre of 
the movie, the movie length, and the rating of the movie under the title of the film review, which give 
readers a basic understanding of the film. To offer a further explanation to the rate of the movie, The 
New York Timesmakes a short statement at the very end of the film review, which states, “‘Life of Pi’ is 
rated PG (Parental guidance suggested). Violence, mostly bloodless, inflicted by and upon digital 
animals” (par. 14). This short sentence provides readers with an idea of what they might see in the 
movie and whether this movie is appropriate for them to watch.  
  
In addition to the information presented by The New York Times, Scott includes information of how 
Richard Parker, the Bengal tiger in the movie, is presented in the movie: 
  
Until the Bengal tiger shows up and thank the divinity of your choice for that. Or, rather, thank Mr. 
Lee and the gods of digital imagery, who conjure up a beast — named Richard Parker, for mildly 
amusing reasons — of almost miraculous vividness. (par. 8) 
Scott tells readers that the lifelike Bengal tiger in the movie is created with the help of the digital 
image giving readers a reason why the tiger in the movie so real. The logosof the film review can be 
seen either in minute details: the rate and length of the movie. Or seen in the paragraphs: the 
advanced technique adopted by the director.   
Like other film reviews, Scott publishes the film review a day before the film’s general cinema release, 
which provides moviegoers a guide whether to watch the movie or not. Aside from the perfect timing, 
Scott sarcastically links the movie plot with the on-going religious conflicts around the world:   
  
After receiving a quick précis of the Gospels from a kindly priest, Pi offers up a prayer that 
summarizes his amiable, inclusive approach to the notoriously divisive subject of theology: “Thank 
you, Vishnu, for introducing me to Christ.” No problem! He will go on to embrace Islam and study 
kabbalah. Thousands of years of sectarian conflict, it seems, can be resolved with a smile and a 
hushed, reverent tone of voice. (par. 6 & 7) 
This relevant connection between the continuing sectarian conflict and the movie plot is a call out to 
the readers, the director, and the world that the heating debates among different factional are not 
that easily solved as it presented in the movie. Overall, the appeal to kairosin the review is its timely 
publication and its relevance to the controversial issue among different sects. 
  
Scott's film review ofLife of Pi evinces all four of the rhetorical appeals. His inclusion of other similar 
movies that fall in the same genre and the connection of the film director’s previous work tell readers 
that he is not only a professional film critic but also a credible writer. His choice of the review’s title 
attracts readers to the film review and the stimulating questions further intrigue readers to dig into 
the review. Scott’s introduction of the new technique coupled with the mention of the continuous 
worldwide issue also adds credits to the review. All in all, the film review embodies the four rhetorical 
appeals to the readers.  



  
This essay analyzed A. O. Scott's film review of Life of Pifor the ways it evinces the appeals to rhetoric, 
including ethos,pathos, logos, and kairos. It shows that the most effective film review would be the one 
that gains readers trust, appeals to their emotion, and offers truths. All this is accomplished in 
Scott'sNew York Timesreview of Life of Pi. 
 
 
 
 

The Hardship of Women and Men in Modern Society 

by Xinlei Zhang 
  
With the development of the whole society, fairness of any aspect has attracted on lots of persons’ 
attention. In another word, there are some people are focusing on improving the level of fair 
treatment to specific aspects of the society. Especially for education system, employment treatment 
and gender situation, some people need much more space to survive. Now, there are two different 
perspectives aiming to those aspects, one is named “Lean In: What Would You Do If You Weren’t 
Afraid?” by Sheryl Sandberg. She is the chief operating officer of Facebook and have more successful 
achievement in modern society. In her article, Sandberg talks about the situation of unfair 
employment between men and women in society by the history of her family. However, “leadership 
ambition gap” is one of the important factor that most of women do not achieve as well as men do in 
career. Then she uses specific examples and data to explain why “leadership ambition gap” occur. 
There are several reasons, like social pressure, “stereotype threat” and personal fear. Finally, she 
encourages young women to chase their personal career with the support of successful 
women.  Another one is called “The Plight of Young Males” by Saul Kaplan. He is the successful men 
who is the founder of the Business Innovation Factory. Kaplan discusses the current problem that men 
do not deal with “any measure of educational attainment”, which means they are difficult to get the 
opportunity of accepting good education in modern society. Unlike in the industrial era, men need to 
depend on their degrees and ability instead of strength. In this way, men would earn less salary even 
lose job because the employment requirement needs more excellent persons in the future. Thus, 
Kaplan suggests that the school needs to transmit from general educational system to more individual 
educational system. Clearly, both of writers agree that women have greater situation than men do 
when they stay in schools. However, they have more different perspectives to describe various 
hardship for women and men in these days. Sandberg believes that women do have gain the fair 
opportunity because they do not have enough ambition. Nevertheless, Kaplan thinks that the social 
groups do not offer enough space for women to show their true ability in workplace, leading to 
unequal opportunity for women in personal career. Besides, according Kaplan’s article, he suggests 
that the present educational system needs to transmit from general education to more individual 
education but Sandberg thinks that the current education do not need any change.  
  
First of all, as we read from both articles that women have better performance than men do in 
schools. From Sandberg’s article, she gives related information that “girls are increasingly 
outperforming boys in the classroom, earning about 57 percent of the undergraduate and 60 percent 
of the master’s degrees in the United States. This gender gap in academic achievement has even 
caused some to worry about the “end of men”.” To be clear, “the gender gap” in school has existed for 
long-term, which means that women gain greater outcomes from elementary school even to college 
whereas men have less percent of educational achievement. Like Sandberg, Kaplan agree that men 
are not as good at studying as women do in schools. In his essay, he addressed that “51% of the total 
U. S. population between the ages of 18-24. Yet, just over 40% of today’s college students are men. 
In fact, in each year since 1982, more American women than men have received bachelor’s degree. 
Over the last decade two million more women graduated from college than men. And the gap 
continues to grow. “To be honest, Kaplan also mentions “the gender gap” between women and men in 



schools. As we read from these articles, men and women have different circumstances during schools. 
In another word, women are able to not only gain much more knowledge than men but also have 
greater rates to have a brilliant future. With the development of whole society, the requirements and 
competition among young people who just step into workplace is stricter than people in the past 
because they do not rely on strength but only knowledge and skills. That might be the reason that 
both authors agree the fact that women have better prospect than men do, depending on the 
performance in schools.  
  
However, Sandberg and Kaplan have various perspectives about some issues. It is obvious to notice 
because they stand for different genders to think of the society. For instance, they both discuss that 
the reason of unfair treatment of employment between women and men in modern society, supporting 
in different thoughts.  In Sandberg’s article, she invests most pages to explain “the leadership 
ambition gap”, which women do not gain deserved treatment in workplace even in society because 
they lack ambition. There are lots of related descriptions, like “a survey of college students found that 
more men than women chose” reaching a managerial level” as a career priority in the first three years 
after graduating. Even among highly educated professional men and women, more men than women 
describe themselves as “ambitious”.” This survey embeds that most women do not have the ambitious 
mind towards their personal career. Thus, Sandberg emphasis that the unequal circumstance between 
men and women results from women’s insufficient ambition. Nevertheless, Kaplan has the different 
opinion about the women’s circumstance. He thinks “the gender wage gap” is the reason that could 
cause this current situation, which means there are not enough space for knowledgeable females to 
show their genuine ability in workplace. According to Kaplan’s article, “It angers me to think how slow 
executive suites and boardrooms are to welcome more qualified females. Stubborn gender wage gaps 
for comparable work are unacceptable and must be closed.” There is no doubt that women is the more 
vulnerable groups than men in workplace. In another word, women always gain disadvantages from 
works in modern society. In this way, Kaplan thinks the social influence is the reason that women do 
not gain fair chance as men do in work placement. To be honest, no matter “the leadership ambition 
gap” or “gender wage gap”, both of them are the reason that women do not have enough stage to 
show ability in workplace, coinciding to their greater performance in schools but these are from two 
different angles to discuss.  
  
From the perspective of Kaplan, the solution of men’s problem which they have worse achievement in 
schools is to change general educational system to more individual educational system. In his article, 
“Its education system from a one-size-fits-all pipeline responding to the learning needs of all young 
men and women in the same way an individualized approach where every student can find his or her 
own pathway.” As we learned from this article, more personal education would be suit for males who 
are struggling in low grades and worse performance in schools. It could be valuable way to help young 
males absorb knowledge and learn how to make a living in the future. Nevertheless, Sandberg would 
like to be against with this solution. She would like to say that education system has advantages for 
women because they have better outcomes than men do. In this way, the biggest problem may not 
have anything with education system but others, like history effects and personal indolence. There is 
no doubt that women have better performance than men do in schools from both of articles. In 
another word, there is no any reason that Sandberg agree with another new education system, which 
no one would know the final outcome. Besides, she pays more attention on employment fairness 
instead of education fairness. Thus, as we known that Sandberg thinks the present educational system 
is fair at least for women.  
  
Neither Sandberg nor Kaplan mentions the details about what the changes that leaders need to do in 
order to deal with current problem that women and men meet. For example,the leaders can use 
different standards for women and men when they are hiring employees. From the perspective of 
women, leaders in workplaces need to offer more opportunities to women leading in achieving 
fairness. From the angle of men, leaders in workplaces might set more suitable positions for men who 
may not have great grades. In this way, employers may make use of some inspections then 
modifications which men and women could gain more appropriate positions within their personal 
capacities. As we known that employment is able to but only decide the generation’s quality of lives, 
but also be the base of next generation. Thus, it is so late that present generation discusses their 
educational system or social background, what the government needs is to pay more attention on 
more suitable treatment for women and men in the workplace.  
  



In a word, despite these two authors focus on different genders, they share some agreements and 
disagreements in their own articles. In another word, they depend on their own experience and 
advanced researches to emphasize negative aspects of the society in these days. In both of articles, 
they agree that women have greater achievements than men do in schools. In Sandberg’s opinion, 
young women need to cultivate ambition of their career pursuit, ignoring other negative influences on 
them. However, Kaplan suggests that young men should take into account the serious situation that 
they do not gain as many as ability as women achievement in schools, which it would be easy to cause 
less-than-ideal prospect of their career in the future. In this way, women and men could understand 
the hardship that they are facing and learn from lessons to prevent similar circumstances. What we 
need is to diagnose ourselves in these two articles and improve ourselves on various aspects in the 
next period of time. 
  
  
 


	Baby Boomers All Grown Up
	by Kiyana Bacon
	A Too Often Ignored Past
	by Elijah Ryal Patterson
	Raising a Non-Conformist for the Next Generation
	by Leilani Jimenez
	Proposal
	Humor Essay Self-Evaluation

	The Sublime Scare
	by Emily Wescott
	Power
	Sensation
	Culture
	Conclusion

	Music Takes a Brutal Beating: Keeping Music Programs in Public Education
	by Sabrina Mango
	Millennials and The Ways They Can Respond To Antibiotic Resistance
	by Charles Marquardt
	Proposed Solutions to ASU International Students’ Acculturation Problems
	by Qinyi Zhou
	Home is Where I Want to Be
	by Mayra Vasquez-Chavez
	Glorieta Youth Camp – Leader’s Checklist: [The Secret Menu Version]
	﻿by Pam Hoyle
	(1)Q (2)W of (3)C
	by Katarina Martinez
	A Past Both Unspoken and Unspeakable
	by Oren Simchy-Gross
	You Can Do It, Too!
	﻿by Jacquelin De La Torre
	A Rhetorical Analysis of A. O. Scott’s Film Review of Life of Pi
	by Yu Tzu Chang
	The Hardship of Women and Men in Modern Society
	by Xinlei Zhang

