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Saturday, February 23, 2019  
  9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

                                     John W. Schwada Building (SCOB): 201 & 250  
 

                                                                                                                               (No registration required) 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS (3:30-5:00 in SCOB 228)     

Prof. Howard Lasnik, University of Maryland 

Exceptional Case-marking: Perspectives Old and New  
The phenomenon of ‘Exceptional Case Marking’ (ECM) whereby the subject of an embedded 
clause shows up with the accusative Case normally associated with an object has long been of 
interest to linguists. (1) is a representative example from English. 
 
(1) Mary proved [him to be a genius] cf. Mary proved [he is a genius] 

These constructions raise a number of significant questions, including just how a subject comes 
to have objective (accusative) Case, and whether such subjects have other properties typically 
associated with objects. It is known that in English, ECM subjects do display many object 
properties, as exhaustively documented by Postal (1974). The traditional generative analysis of 
these facts, argued for in detail by Postal (though going back much earlier), involved a 
transformation making the embedded subject an object of the higher clause. Chomsky (1973) 
offered a different perspective on these phenomena, arguing that the subject in question need 
not actually relocate into the higher clause. Rather, the boundary of an infinitival clause is so 
weak that it is as if its subject is in the higher clause. Chomsky (1981) formalized this in terms of 
the relation ‘government’: a verb governs its object, but can also govern across a weak clausal 
boundary. Chomsky (1991) reinstated a subject raising account (basically Object Shift), though 
with covert movement. Later, Chomsky (1995) proposed that many relations, including Case 
relations, are established via ‘feature movement’, such that Case and agreement features move 
to heads with which they are in a licensing relation. Later still, Chomsky (2001) argued instead 
that a process of (potentially long distance) agreement without movement is the fundamental 
syntactic operation. Meanwhile, Davis (1984) had proposed that it is actually infinitival Infl that 
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licenses accusative Case on its specifier, similar to a classic analysis of the Accusative-Infinitive 
construction in Latin (except that in English, the accusative assigning feature must be inherited 
from the matrix verb). The empirical differences among all these approaches are sometimes 
subtle but are well worth exploring because of the potential theoretical significance. I will 
discuss a variety of ECM-type phenomena in English (and some other languages) that can help 
determine the surface position of ECM subjects, concluding that for some speakers, those 
subjects can, but need not, raise into the higher clause when he complement is a full infinitival 
clause, but must for all speakers when the complement is a ‘small clause’ (Lasnik (1999), Lasnik 
(2001), Hong and Lasnik (2010), based on observations of Kayne (1985)). Then I will show how 
an extension of Davis’s account successfully covers the range of phenomena considered. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 

TIME SCOB 201  SCOB 250 

8:30 to 9:00  Sentential Negation in Guajiro (Wayuunaiki): 
Nnojoluu vs. Ma- (Auxiliary vs Derivation) 

Collaborative Randomness in First-Year Multi-Lingual 
Writing With Two Luminous Offshoots of Russian 
Formalism: Fabula & Syuzhet  

9:05 to 9:35 Marked-Nominative and Yuman Languages Integrating blogging in teaching multimodal L2 
writing to scaffold L2 learners’ genre awareness: a 
Deleuzean semiotic approach 

9:40 to 10:10 Acoustic and Perceptual Cues of the Hiaki 
Pitch Accent 

An Analysis of Writing Tasks in Chinese as Foreign 
Language Textbooks 

10:20 to 10:50 Thai-English Code-Mixing in Thai Reality 
Television Shows: The Face Thailand Season 
Two and The Face Men Thailand Season One 
 

An exploration of attitudes towards the use and 
users of English in Sri Lanka through a study of code-
switching in Sinhalese teledramas 

10:55 to 11:25 From The Office to the Sound Booth: British 
versus American Varieties of Word Final /t/ 

Interaction and Negotiation of Meaning in an ESL 
Classroom 

11:30 to 12:00 The Linguistic Landscape of Arizona State 
University Tempe Campus  

Curriculum proposal using Instagram to facilitate 
communica on in KFL 

1:30 to 2:00 Understanding Second Language Writing 
from a Sociocultural Perspective of Literacy: A 
Review of Theory and Research 

Arab/Muslim stand-up comedy in the US, Latin 
America, and Europe: A discursive analysis 

2:05 to 2:35 “Parlez-vous Snapchat?”: Remixing Study 
Abroad through Multimodal Composing 

Constructing the ‘foreign’ of a fantasy setting: 
Provenance in Final Fantasy XII 

2:40 to 3:10 The Impact of Pair Text-based CMC on 
Subsequent Individual L2 Chinese Speaking: A 
Pilot Study 

Ba construction in Chinese: Signal foregrounding 
functions or other pragmatic functions? 

  

 
 


