ENG 480 Methods of Teaching Composition/
ENG 507 Special Problems and Issues in the TeachinfComposition
Spring 2009, Farmer Ed Bldg 226, TuTh 3:00PM - 4:1BM

Course Description:

This course focuses on the knowledge and skillsleddo teach writing at the middle and high
school levels. Through study of and participatiorvarious writing activities, students will gain a
repertoire of instructional and evaluative techeigjdior teaching various modes of writing and for
helping students to improve their written producthis repertoire will include guiding writers
through a process model, creating a writers’ wookshusing writing portfolios, learning about
writing across the curriculum, designing compositianits, utilizing Web 2.0 technologies,
integrating writing instruction with other discipks, and using the Six-trait Model, as aligned with
the Arizona Department of Education Academic StaslaStudents are expected participate in a
professional and collaborative community aimed aetimg all of these goals. A grade of at least
“C” in this course is required before studentseamitted to student teach.

Instructor:
Dr. Laura Turchi, Clinical Professor of EngliBHducation
Office: LL 214A
Phone: 480-965-7736
E-mailjturchi@asu.edu
Office hours: Tuesday/Thursday 4:1365:
and by appointment

Texts:

Atwell, Nancie._In The Middle: New Understandinisout Writing, Reading, and Learningnd.
Portsmouth, NH: Boynton/Cook Heinemann, 1998.

Blasingame, Jim, and John H. Bushman. Teachinginyrin Middle and Secondary Schools
Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, 10520

Noden, Harry R.. Image Grammar: Using Grammafitaictures to Teach Writingeortsmouth,
NH: Boynton/Cook Heinemann, 1999.

Course Goals:
By the end of class, you should know/ be able to ...

1. Give a writing assignment to a group of secondargliBh Language Arts students and get what
you want (quality/quantity) from them! This entaflrowledge and skills you'll need):

a. Quality in the assignment itself
1. Clearly connected to Arizona standards (and natistaadards, best practices)
2. Appropriateness for age group
3. Clarity of expectations (appropriately differenéidtfor different kinds of learners)
4. Not asking questions that Google (or Wikipedia) aaswer

b. Knowing how to establish routines and rituals, psses and procedures, strategies and
variations — that make for a successful classrooiting environment
1. Models and modeling
2. Practices and disciplines
3. Metacognitive processing
4. Logistics and classroom management

Eng 480/507 Spring 2009 Turchi Page 1



c. Recognizing the quality of the product (based @uack and scaffolding) (see next goal)

Receive a group of student writings and know howetpond to them

a. Provide appropriate feedback

b. Know something (by looking at a student’s work) abhat else needs to be learned or
practiced by the writer

c. Know what work is good, and know how to articultite basis of your assessment

Backwards-design a course (as series of experigless®ns, and more) that incorporates all the
good things you've learned in order to be ablectmanplish goals 1 and 2.

a. Know that you are meeting state standards, andbleet@ prove it

b. Recognize and have strategies for dealing withdrar(time, technology access, and more)
c. Create and sustain a good environment for learmiteglly in a collaborative community

Assignments and Evaluations

This is a “hybrid” class that will combine on-limad face-to-face interactions. All materials wil b
provided through the Blackboard Course Managemgsties.All assignments must be submitted using
Blackboard. Further details of writing and project assignmenitsbe provided on Blackboard and
discussed in class. There is a detailed calenddlable, but it may change as the semester praggess

Please note that several assignments in this lckagsan extensive collaborative component. It semtal
that class members participate in these projecisvessy of learning the challenges and benefits of a
professional community. Students will have frequapportunities for self-assessment and for comnngnta
on the group processes that are required.

1.

Throughout the semester students will contributesthall groups) to eext-response wikj
writing about, and making relevant links to res@s;cll related to readings in the Blasingame &
Bushman and Atwell text25 points

The first collaborative project will involv&wittering” (following) a secondary English
Language Arts writing assignment from start to finish, and a creative presentation of findings
on VoiceThreadl0 points

The Best Practices Electronic Portfolids the major cumulative project of the class. 8tid
will prepare and present materials for this poitfthroughout the semester, and those processes
will figure into the final grade40 points

Participation in class (beyond physical, timely attendance —bsbaw).
In this class, a key dimension to participatiobésg prepared with readings and writings to
discuss, with presentations to give or materialshtare, as scheduletD points.

For thefinal exam, students will be under the pressure of time +ljks a real teacher! The final
exam will require responding to, and assessingjtladity of, the work of secondary English
Language Arts students. The final exam periodliedualed for May 715 points

Students enrolled in ENG 507 are expected to campléthe assignments listed above. In
addition, they will complete the following f@0 additional points.

a) Contribute to a separate graduate-student wiki/blmgmenting on class activities

b) Collaborate in pairs on a demonstration lessondsaese calendar) based on material from
Noden, and lead a “processing” class discussiam@instructional techniques they employ

c) Create an annotated bibliography of resourcesaekat the demonstration lesson

d) Create a chart or other diagram that explicitlyreeats the demonstration lesson to Arizona
standards
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Grading:
I will award plus and minus grades based on thegmtages of points earned. You will be able to
report on your own learning and participation ag pf this process.
The students who do exemplary work will earn:
A+100+ A 94-99 A- 90-93
Many students who participate fully and work hetill earn:
B+ 87-89 B 84-86 B- 80-83
Students who complete all the work but do not neepectations for quality earn:
C+ 77-79 C 70-76
Students who do not complete one or more of themaasignments, or do substandard work, or
who disappear:
D 60-69 F Below 60

Attendance, Punctuality, and Late Work:
Being reliable and conscientious is part of becanaprofessional. As your instructor, | see your
attendance as a reflection of your commitment aghiang. You should plan to atteal class
sessions. If you miss more than two, each additiaimsence will deduct two points from your
final semester grade. If you arrive late or sneatkearly without explanation, | take it personally.

Regardless of the reason for an absence, you avhlgid accountable for what you missed. Visit
with me by e-mail, by phone or in person to take ad missed materials and assignments. Itis a
matter of professional courtesy that you contacbetere the fact when you can and contact your
classmates (if you are missing a responsibilittheam). Some class sessions will be very difficult
to make up (presentations, etc). There should be sipportunities over the course of the
semester to earn back lost points through atterifingdish language arts-related events.

Late work will only be accepted through a confeeemith me about why it is late and when you
will have it finished. Late work is likely to reguh a lower grade.

Sensitive Issues
As this class will concern itself with the pubdichooling of adolescents, we may find ourselves
considering topics in politics, language, commerekgion, and other touchy areas. A specific
topic of this course is the nature of a professi@@mmunity, and that includes setting and
abiding by civil norms of discourse — as a growug’ll put these norms of respect and
consideration into practice.

Standards-Based Focus:

The state of Arizona has implemented Arizona Depent of Education Academic Standards for
K-12 (www.ade.state.az.us/standgread for teachers, too
(http://www.ade.state.az.us/certification/downlodé@sicherstandards.pdfAs a result of this
course, your students should be prepared to mebtafahe ADE Writing Standards and you
should be prepared to meet the ADE Teaching Stdedar

Arizona Professional Teaching Standards

Standard 1: The teacher design&. Focuses instruction on Arizona’s academic statsda

and plans instruction that 2. Focuses instruction on the school’s and disretademic standards
develops students’ 3. Aligns curriculum with the student assessments

abilities to meet Arizona’s 4. Addresses any physical, mental, social, cult@mad community
academic standards and the | differences among learners

district’s assessment plan. 5. Addresses prior knowledge of individual and grperformance

6. Indicates short and long term curriculum goals
7. Includes appropriate use of a variety of methoterials, and
resources

Eng 480/507 Spring 2009 Turchi Page 3



8. Includes learning experiences that are develogatig appropriate
for learners

9. Includes learning experiences that addressiatyaf cognitive
levels

10. Includes learning experiences that are apptepfor curriculum
goals

11. Includes learning experiences that are based ppnciples of
effective instruction

12. Includes learning experiences that accuraggyeisent content
13. Incorporates appropriate assessment of stydegtess

Standard 2: The teacher creats
and maintains a learning
climate that supports the
development of students’
abilities to meet Arizona’s
academic

standards.

od . Establishes and maintains standards of mutepkr

2. Displays effective classroom management

3. Encourages the student to demonstrate selfptiiseiand
responsibility to self and others

4. Respects the individual differences among lgarne

5. Facilitates people working productively and cegively with each
other

6. Provides a motivating learning environment

7. Promotes appropriate classroom participation

8. Listens thoughtfully and responsively

9. Organizes materials, equipment, and other resswppropriately
10. Applies to daily practice the ethics of thefpssion

Standard 3: The teacher
implements and manages
instruction that develops
students’ abilities to meet
Arizona’s academic standards

1. Appropriately implements a teacher-designelegtan

2. Communicates to students specific standardh@tdexpectations
for learning

3. Links learning with students’ prior knowledgeperiences, and
backgrounds

4. Models the skills, concepts, attributes, orkhig processes to be
learned

5. Demonstrates effective written and oral commation

6. Uses appropriate language to communicate wattnéz's clearly and
accurately

7. Uses strategies that are appropriate to studimtslopmental levels
8. Incorporates strategies which address the divezeds of learners,
and demonstrates multicultural sensitivity

9. Encourages critical thinking

10. Connects lesson content to real life situatishen appropriate
11. Uses technology and a variety of instructioraburces
appropriately

12. Uses a variety of effective teaching stratetpesngage students
actively in learning

13. Maximizes the amount of class time studenteagaged in learnin
which results in a high level of success for stasien

14. Provides opportunities for students to usepadtice what is
learned

15. Adjusts instruction based on feedback fromesttsl

Standard 4: The teacher
assesses learning and
communicates results to
students, parents and other
professionals with respect to
students’

abilities to meet Arizona’s
academic standards.

1. Promotes student self-assessment

2. Uses a variety of appropriate formal and infdrassessments aligne
with instruction

3. Maintains records of student work and perforneasutd uses them tq
guide instructional decisions

4. Offers students and parents appropriate feedbagkogress toward
learning expectations

5. Maintains privacy of student records and pertoroe

Standard 5: The teacher

1. Works with parents to enhance student learnitpane and school

collaborates with colleagues,

2. Collaborates with other professionals and agenici improve the
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parents, the community and
other agencies to design,
implement, and support

learning programs that develop facilitate the development of mutually beneficiabs

students’ abilities to meet
Arizona’s academic standards
and transition from school to
work or post-secondary
education.

overall learning environment for students
3. Accesses community resources and services tier fetsident learning
4. Demonstrates productive leadership and team rewship skills that

5. Collaborates with colleagues to achieve schodldistrict goals

Standard 6: The teacher revie
and evaluates his or her overa
performance and

implements a professional
development plan.

v4d. Reviews his or her practices and evaluatesiftheences of his or her
| practices on student growth and learning

2. Designs and continually adapts a professionaldpment plan for
improving instruction and student learning

3. Engages in activities that implement the praéesd development
plan

4. Uses employer’s documentation of his or hergrarince to develop
a professional development plan

5. Pursues professional activities to support dgrekent as a learner
and a teacher

Standard 7: The teacher has

general academic knowledge as. At the secondary level, the teacher demonstkatewledge of the

demonstrated by

attainment of a bachelor’s
degree. The teacher also has
specific academic knowledge i
his or her subject area or area
sufficient to develop student
knowledge & performance to
meet Arizona standards.

1. Skills and concepts related to the subject area

subject area or areas he or she is being certiiéghach.

2. Major facts and assumptions that are centréieaiscipline

3. Debates and the processes of inquiry that anteateo the discipline
n4. Integration of disciplinary knowledge with otherbject areas

5 5. Connections between knowledge of the subjeet and real life
situations at

the level of the students being taught

Standard 8: The teacher
demonstrates current
professional knowledge
sufficient

to effectively design and plan
instruction, implement and
manage

instruction, create and maintai
an appropriate learning
environment, and assess stud
learning

1. A variety of methods for teaching language and reading, math,
science, social studies, and fine arts at the eleangelevel or a variety
of methods for teaching reading and the subjee arareas in which
the teacher is seeking certification at the seconiézel
2. Interdisciplinary learning experiences thatgnéte knowledge, skills
and methods of inquiry from several subject areas
3. Principles and techniques associated with variastructional
N strategies
4. Learning theories, subject matter, curriculumedigoment, and
crstudent development and how to use this knowledgdainning
instruction to meet curriculum goals
5. Methods for recognizing and accommodating exoegt children
6. Influences of individual development, experienj¢alents, prior
learning, language, culture, gender, family, anthmaunity on student
learning
7. Principles of human motivation and behavior to&ir implications
for managing
the classroom and organizing individual and grogpkw
8. Effective evaluation of curriculum materials ardources for
accuracy,
comprehensiveness, and usefulness for represgrditigular ideas and
concepts
9. The characteristics, uses, advantages, andtions of different
types of assessments for evaluating how studests,ldetermining
what they know and are able to do, and identifyilgt experiences
will support their further growth and development

10. Measurement theory, interpretation of testltesand assessment-
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related issues, such as validity, reliability, biasd scoring
11. Services and resources to meet the needs epeowcal children and
how to access the services and resources

12. Schools as organizations within the larger camity context and
the operations

of the relevant aspects of the educational system

13. Laws and ethics related to student, parentteacher rights and
responsibilities

Opportunities for Observation and Practice of the $andards

Students will create and present practice lessasedon the course objectives and Arizona
Standards. These lessons may be videotaped, raVi@weecritigued. Students are also enrolled iield f
experience supervised by the College of Educdtiah provides them with a minimum of six hours of
experience each week in the classroom of a migidhéggh school mentor English teacher. They will
observe their mentor teachers creating and implénelessons and  evaluating students’ work. At the
discretion and under the guidance of their metgachers, they may have the opportunity to create a
implement their own lessons and to evaluate ststieork as deemed appropriate. Mentor teachers
may be provided with an ENG 480 syllabus as desBaadents will  discuss their field experiences
periodically in class in relation to course  topics

The NCTE Definition of 21st-Century Literacies

Adopted by the NCTE Executive Committee February 15, 2008

Literacy has always been a collection of cultural aommunicative practices shared among members of
particular groups. As society and technology chaegeloes literacy. Because technology has inalease
the intensity and complexity of literate environrtsgithe twenty-first century demands that a literat
person possess a wide range of abilities and camgiets, many literacies. These literacies—fromirepd
online newspapers to participating in virtual ctassns—are multiple, dynamic, and malleable. Asia t
past, they are inextricably linked with particuastories, life possibilities and social trajecesriof
individuals and groups. Twenty-first century readand writers need to

 Develop proficiency with the tools of technology

« Build relationships with others to pose and sgiw@blems collaboratively and

cross-culturally

* Design and share information for global commaasitio meet a variety of

purposes

» Manage, analyze and synthesize multiple stredrasmultaneous

information

* Create, critique, analyze, and evaluate multidiaéekts

* Attend to the ethical responsibilities requirgdthese complex environments
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